SPORTS

MENU TIPS

Indians In 1st Place Black Forest Cookies
With Wins
Are A Classic Dessert
See Page 4
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Environmentalist looking for cleaner cars

- Ohio businesses and cities are being
invited to become part of a global vision for a
cleaner future. The Zero Emissions Vehicle
Challenge, announced on Tuesday, is encouraging companies and communities to use their
purchasing power and policy influence to speed
up the adoption of electric vehicles.
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Murrell

Blood donations urgently needed for summer

Lisa Murrell, the daughter of Lisa and Edward Murrell,
is 4 years old. Her favorite food
is greens, and she has a healthy
appetite. Her favorite toy is her
tablet which she uses for games
and to improve her reading skills.

With the busy July 4 holiday week over, emergency
officials are hoping Ohioans have some time to help save lives
in their community. The American Red Cross has issued an urgent call for eligible blood donors as donations are being sent
to hospitals faster than they are coming in. Rodney Wilson, the
communications manager for the American Red Cross in Ohio,
says during the summer months people are more involved in
activities that could cause traumatic injuries. An estimated 550
fewer blood drives were held across the country last week than
during an average week, resulting in 15,000 fewer donations than
needed.
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Opportunity Corridor and Buckeye Shaker Development Corp failed residents
JPGContractors, residents, politicians and camera
crews gathered at the Kenneth
L. Johnson Recreation Center on
September 11, 2014 to hear Gov.
John Kasich announce an historic minority set-aside program
for the Opportunity Corridor
Project.
Kasich said that though
the percentages and amounts are
expressed as “goals,” he would
ride hard on his cabinet members to make sure that they are
met.
He did not. As
the project proceeded, Black
contractors optimism turned to
disappointment, and then anger.
The huge breakthrough
in establishing fair standards
for sharing contract work, was a
bust.
According to Kasich,
federally-funded projects often
allocate 8 to 12 percent of work
to disadvantaged businesses, but
aren’t allowed to divide the setaside by ethnic groups. African
American contractors in Cleveland, he promised, would be
awarded about 20 percent.
In reality, African
American businesses were cut
out of the project. 97 percent of
the $267 million in construction
contracts on the Opportunity
Corridor went go to non-minority and disadvantaged businesses.
The Kenneth L. Johnson
Recreation Center on Woodland

Don’t Forget To Turn
Your Clock Forward

Kasich
Avenue, in the heart of one of the
low-income neighborhoods, was
promised a $500,00.00 grant by
the governor. I never materialized.
The contracting pledges,
the project commits $500,000 to
Ohio Means Jobs for on-the-job
training for 80 residents in various jobs never materialized either.
Residents along the
roadway’s path, that traverses
part of Cleveland known as the
“Forgotten Triangle,” were right
to be wary of the project.
They correctly made the
call -it is a boulevard that will
slice through their predominately
black neighborhoods and create a
handy route for commuters without doing anything for them.
At the tip of the ‘forgotten triangle’ is the Buckeye
neighborhood which has been
serviced by the Buckeye-Shaker

Gasoline prices hold steady
Northeast Ohio gas
prices are lower for a third week
in a row for drivers, saving
them an additional eight cents
per gallon, according to AAA
East Central’s Gas Price Report.
Continual growth in
the number of U.S. oil rigs and
the increased drilling it implies
are raising expectations for a
climb in domestic oil production. Additionally, increased
U.S. crude oil production coupled with lower driving demand
has kept downward pressure on
the national average price at the
pump, which has fallen for 21
consecutive days.
Today’s national average price for regular unleaded
gasoline is $2.27 per gallon,
down four cents versus one
week ago, five cents less than
one month ago, but 47 cents
more per gallon year-over-year.
Pump prices in the
Great Lakes region continue to
drop this week with Ohio landing at the top of the list of the
largest weekly decline, dropping an additional 11 cents.
Like suppliers in the Rockies,
those in the Great Lakes and
Central region are offering

steep discounts to help clear
out product. Low demand and
healthy supply in the Great
Lakes region should continue to
pressure prices down over the
next week.
Markets opened Monday morning posting steady
crude oil prices as a result of
increased U.S. oil production.
Oil-services firm Baker Hughes
reported thatdrillers added 15
rigs in the U.S., bringing the total crude oil rig count to 556, the
highest since November 2015.
The increased U.S. production
continues to offset OPEC’s efforts to rebalance the global oil
market.
End of month surveys
of OPEC production cuts are
expected tomorrow and traders
will be paying close attention to
the cartel’s agreement compliance.
Market watchers will
also keep a close eye on U.S.
production and the impact it
has on supply and demand. At
the closing of Friday’s formal
trading session on the NYMEX,
West Texas Intermediate was
down 61 cents to settle at $53.17
per barrel.

Gasoline prices increase in area

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(07-06-18)
(06-29-18)
(07-28-17)
(07-06-18)

Regular
$3.10
$3.39
$2.66
$3.27

Hopkins
Development Corporation.
The non-profit has lost access to the federal funds it has relied on for decades because it failed
to turn in an independent audit of
its books on Monday, a deadline
imposed by city officials in order
for the organization to receive the
money.

Johnson
A letter sent by Tania
Menesse informed the organization that “The department
has the authority to terminate
grant agreements if there is
reason to conclude that Buckeye Shaker is no longer qualified or competent to perform.
Furthermore, there will be no

contractual agreement drafted for
the 2018 program year.”
John Hopkins, BSDC’s
executive director, asked the city
for a three-day extension to turn
in the audit.
BSDC Board Chair Brad
West resigned from the board this
month.
The city and foundations that once offered financial
support to BSDC in the past
have been scrutinizing the organization in recent years because
of troubling financial reviews.
Those reviews have shown that
the organization has failed to pay
its bills, including taxes and loan
payments on commercial properties, while pouring the bulk of its
money into salaries and resources
that support a grass-cutting and
lot-cleaning programrun by Ward

4 Councilman Ken Johnson.
Johnson earmarked hundreds of thousands of dollars in
block grants to the organization
and insisted the money be used
for the grass-cutting program,
which employs one of Johnson’s
sons, and his City Council assistant, Garnell Jamison.
The city has said the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, which
oversees the block grant program, questioned the amount of
federal dollars BSCD uses for
grass-cutting. BSCD spent more
than $200,000 in 2017 on grass
cutting by classifying the work
as “Interim Assistance: Land
Utilization.” BSDC was proposing to spend more than $300,000
on “interim assistance” in 2018,
according to city records.

one count of attempting to provide material support or resources
to a foreign terrorist organization,
which carries a 20-year prison sentence if convicted.
Stephen Anthony, the special agent in charge of the F.B.I.’s
Cleveland field office, praised the
work of the local police and federal
agents in the investigation.
“Law enforcement cannot
sit back and wait for Pitts to commit a violent attack,” Mr. Anthony
said at a news conference Monday. “We don’t have the luxury of
hoping an individual decides not
to harm someone or get others to
act.”
Anthony said that the
investigation into Pitts, a United
States citizen who also used the
names Abdur Raheem Rahfeeq and
Salahadeen Osama Waleed, started
with the bureau’s office in Cincinnati, where Pitts used to live.
Federal agents in Cleveland took
over the case recently when Pitts
moved to the nearby city of Maple
Heights.
The F.B.I. first became
aware of Pitts in December 2015
when, the authorities said, he sent
a message on Facebook using the
name Abdur Raheem Rahfeeq to
an obscure California talk show,
saying, “The USA will be destroy.
Allahu Akbar.”
The undercover F.B.I.
agent was introduced to Pitts this
year after he “expressed a desire
to meet with an Al Qaeda ‘brother,’” according to the criminal
complaint. The agent and Pitts first

met on June 15, and they discussed
possible attacks and methods in a
series of meetings that followed.
“Put bomb, bomb, bomb,
bomb, bomb — anywhere you
want around here, and level stuff
around here,” Pitts said while
discussing a hypothetical attack on
military bases with the agent, according to court records. “I mean,
just like how the Japanese hit Pearl
Harbor.”
It was not clear whether
Pitt was being represented by a lawyer. Relatives for Mr. Pitt could
not be reached for comment.
While Pitts expressed a
desire to launch an attack, according to the F.B.I., it was not clear
whether he had the ability, resources or expertise to carry one out. In
his conversations with the undercover officer, Pitts rambled, often
incoherently, about seemingly improbable ways that he could hurt
people, according to transcripts
included in the criminal complaint.
He said he could chop up
people with a machete and send
their parts to a hog farm for pigs to
eat. He said he could behead soldiers and toss their heads in front of
military bases, forcing every base
in America to shut down until the
“heads stop spinning.”
Pitts also mentioned the
possibility of hiding explosives in
pipes under homes, placing explosives in chicken eggs for an attack
in Philadelphia, and strapping
bombs to toy cars that could be given as gifts to the children of military members at the Independence
Day parade in Cleveland.

F.B.I. twarts terror plot in Cleveland set for July 4th
Demetrius N. Pitts, 48, who
had expressed support for Al Qaeda
and a desire to kill American soldiers and told an undercover agent that
he wanted to attack a Fourth of July
parade in Cleveland, was arrested on
Sunday.
F.B.I. agents began investigating Pitts, 48, more than a year
ago, after they discovered messages
he sent on Facebook espousing anti-American views and a belief that
Muslims “should always be prepared
to fight.” But his desire for an attack
became more clear during conversations in recent weeks with the undercover agent, federal officials said in
an announcement on Monday.
Pitts told the agent, who
was posing as an Al Qaeda sympathizer, that he wanted to set off bombs
and launch attacks in multiple cities across the United States, starting
with Cleveland on Independence
Day, the authorities said. It’s unclear,
however, if he had the capability of
acting on his plans, the F.B.I. added.
“I’m trying to figure out something that would shake them up

Pitts
on the Fourth of July,” Pitts said
at a June 22 meeting with the
undercover agent, according to a
copy of a federal criminal complaint.
Pitts was arrested Sunday morning when he met again
with the agent in hopes of planning for a car-bomb attack in
Cleveland with help from Al
Qaeda. He was charged with

The U.S. Supreme Court handed down a decision Wednesday that
will likely deliver a financial blow to
public employee unions – and some
groups say Ohio working families also
will suffer.
In a 5-to-4 vote, the high court
ruled that non-union workers can’t be
forced to pay so-called fair share fees
to help cover the costs of collective
bargaining and other work carried out
by public sector unions.
The decision is widely viewed as a defeat to unions representing
government workers nationwide.
But Becky Higgins, president
of the Ohio Education Association,
says the implications are much broader.
”The middle class is what has
made this country, the United States,
great, so any weakening of unions is
going to mean that that middle class is
not going to have the same rights and
protections and pathways that the generations before enjoyed,” she states.
The court overturned a 1977
ruling that found unions can collect
fees for non-political work that benefits
all workers.
Opponents of fair share laws
say it’s a win for workers who don’t
want to be forced to pay for political
speech they disagree with, and they
maintain the decision will create more
choice in the workplace.

Heidi Shierholz, a former chief economist at the U.S.
Department of Labor, points out
it’s already illegal for fair share
fees to be used for political activities.
And she says giving
workers a choice about paying
their share of costs associated with
negotiating higher wages, benefits
and filing workplace grievances is
likely to produce what she calls a
”free ride” effect.
”Even if they value it
highly, they may be unwilling to
pay the dues, and that will starve
the union of resources and will
hurt the ability of the union to provide crucial services,” she states.
“The real goal is to actually starve
the unions to reduce their effectiveness.”
Despite the ruling, Higgins says the OEA will continue
fighting for health care and adequate wages for members, and for
the tools and resources students
need to succeed in school and life.
”The intent was to silence our voices, weaken our
unions,” she asserts. “That’s not
going to happen. We are here,
we’re not going away, and we’re
going to continue to fight for our
students.”

Supreme Court rules against Unions

Imam Ivan Nassar, Yusef Ali (Masjid Warith Deen), Councilman Basheer Jones, Shafeeq Sabir, and Imam Ahmed Saeed participated in the celebration of the 35th Anniversary of Masjid Bilal. See story and photos on page 8.
(ESDN photo by Omar Quadir)
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English teacher Lynnette Jimenez earns NEA's highest honor
As an educator dedicated to social change, English
teacher Lynnette Jimenez, from
R.B. Chamberlin Middle School
in Twinsburg, Ohio, has broken
barriers across borders to increase educational opportunities
for students in poverty. Because
of her unbending commitment
to her students in Twinsburg and
to students a world away in El
Salvador, NEA bestowed upon
Jimenez its highest honor, the
George I. Sanchez Award.
NEA recognized the
work of 12 outstanding social justice heroes at its 2018
NEA Human and Civil Rights
Awards, which took place on
Sunday, July 1, in Minneapolis,
Minn. The merger of the National Education Association and
the American Teachers Association in 1966 produced the annual NEA Human and Civil Rights
Awards. Since the merger, NEA
has recognized and honored educators, individuals, community
partners, and organizations that
are advancing the mantle for hu-

Jimenez

man and civil rights.
On a trip to El Salvador, Jimenez saw a lack of
educational opportunities for
the economically disadvantaged,
and committed to developing an
adult and child literacy program
to break the cycle of poverty.
Working with local charity and
religious organizations in Ohio,
she established Colegio Catòlico
Misioneros De Cleveland in Teopaque, El Salvador.
“I want to thank the
National Education Association
for recognizing me for this very

prestigious award,” said Lynette
Jimenez. “The George I Sanchez
Memorial Award means more to
me than you will ever know, because it not only recognizes the
work that I have done, but it also
recognizes the accomplishments
of those who have come before
me.”
She raised money
for the school through writing
grants, hosting fundraisers, collecting donations, and buying
supplies out of her own pocket.
She wanted to ensure the school
had the resources to support the
holistic role of the teacher, learn
what students and their teachers
need, how to motivate them, and
most importantly, how to build a
support system to address ongoing problems like malnutrition
and gang violence. From curriculum planning to continuing
education, Jimenez continues
to support the principal and her
staff at the elementary school.
For the last several
summers, to provide cross-cultural learning opportunities, she

has collaborated with former
Twinsburg students interested in creating bilingual
literacy opportunities for the
children of El Salvador. She
helps her students design
lesson plans, and implement
character building activities,
extracurricular games and
community awareness workshops that help them better
understand the culture and
build relationships on an international level through an
adaptive and unique learning
experience.
Lynnette Jimenez
was among the dozen individuals and organization,
including the First Lady Michelle Obama and Know Your
Rights Camp, founded by
professional quarterback and
activist Colin Kaepernick,
the NEA recognized for continuing the quest for human
and civil rights in America.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Flipping houses is risky unlike portrayal on TV
Flipping a house can
seem like a walk in the park
when it's wrapped into a few
montages during a half-hour
TV segment. Find a run-down
property.
Buy it. Take out a
few walls, paint, replace carpets, upgrade the kitchen and
voilà – you could make tens of
thousands of dollars in just a
short time. Reality is seldom
so straightforward. Flipping a
home can be risky, and there's
no guarantee you'll profit.
Finding and buying
the right house at the right
price point can be difficult.
The shows often start with the
submission of a winning offer
on a home. You may not realize that it takes a lot of work to
determine what a potentially
good flip looks like and find a
property to match.
Experienced flippers
have learned how to estimate
costs and work backward. A
rule of thumb in the industry
is to take 70 percent of the

potential selling price (what's
known as the after-repair value,
or ARV), subtract the renovation costs and use that as the
maximum buying price.
You'll need a lot of
background information, including comparable selling
prices of similar homes, to figure out the right numbers. The
ability to be honest with yourself while estimating the cost of
parts and labor is also important.
For example, if you
estimate that you could sell your
renovated home for $200,000,
you'd start at $140,000 (70 percent of a $200,000). If you calculate that the renovation costs
will be $40,000, you'll arrive at
the maximum buying price of
$100,000. The 30 percent margin that remains if everything
goes according to plan isn't entirely profit; you may still have
expenses like closing costs or
reimbursing your investors.
You need a lot of working
capital. While paying cash for
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a home can expedite the sale
and increase profits, it might
not be an option for beginner
flippers. However, traditional
lenders don't necessarily offer
financing for flips, especially
if you're trying to fix up a dilapidated home. Even when
they do, you might not be able
to borrow enough to cover all
your expenses.
Instead, some flippers
turn to hard-money lenders,
private individuals or companies that issue short-term loans
backed by real assets (such
as the home you're buying).
With either traditional or hardmoney lenders, expect the financing costs to be higher than
what you'd pay for a mortgage
if you're buying a home to live
in.
Keeping an eye on
your total budget is essential.
If you borrow enough money
to make the purchase but don't
have cash on hand to pay for
the renovations and unexpected contingencies, you'll be
stuck before you even start.
In addition to the purchase price, you'll need money
for renovations, upgrades, inspections and permits.
Also, consider the cost of ownership between the purchase
and sale. Carrying costs, including utilities, financing, insurance and property maintenance, can add up each month.
You want to move
fast. One thing you pick up
from TV is that time is of the

Tu e s d a y , J u l y 3 , 2 0 1 8 - F r i d a y , J u l y 6 , 2 0 1 8

essence. In competitive markets, you'll need to move
quickly to evaluate a home and
put in an offer before someone
else buys it.
Successful flippers
may have a real estate license
or work with a real estate agent
to get access to the multiple
listing service (MLS), a directory of homes that are for sale.
Others look for homes that are
for sale by owner (FSBO) or
use direct mail campaigns to
reach out to prospective sellers.
Once you buy the
home, there's another race
against time to complete the
work and make a sale. Working with a trusted contractor
and real estate attorney could
expedite the project. Once
you've developed a strong
working relationship, you may
even want to invite others to
join your team and contribute
their work in exchange for a
cut of the profits.

Flipping homes can
be profitable, particularly
for those who have professional real estate experience,
but don't expect it to be easy
money. Months of hard work
can go into a flip without any
guarantee of success.
Nathaniel
Sillin
directs Visa’s financial education programs. To follow
Practical Money Skills on
Twitter: www.twitter.com/
PracticalMoney.

Is sunscreen harming your health?
(NAPSI)-With
news heating up as Hawaii’s governor signs
a bill into law banning
chemical sunscreens,
consumers are starting
to question how safe
their sunscreen really
is. Their concern is warranted as research has
shown that the same
chemical sunscreen—
some of the most popular brands—that is killing our oceans’ reefs,
has been found to harm
the human body.
“If it’s killing our
oceans’ reefs, imagine
what it’s doing to you?”
said Lisa Palmer, cofounder of TropicSport,
a reef-friendly, mineral
sunscreen and skin care
line. “Now we know
from a recent study that
when chemical sunscreen is mixed with
chlorine and exposed to
ultraviolet light it can
potentially result in kidney and liver dysfunction and nervous system
disorders. It took us four
years to develop our
product, paying attention to the tiniest detail
for maximum protection
and safety, while using
natural ingredients. We
knew back then that the
toxins were an issue.
It’s now becoming clear
that these chemicals are
harmful to humans and
raising questions from
the FDA.”
According to
a study by Dr. Craig
Downs, executive director, Haereticus Environmental Laboratory, published in the Archives
of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology, “Oxybenzone is an
emerging contaminant
of concern in marine environments—produced
by swimmers and municipal, residential, and
boat/ship wastewater
discharges.”
Most popular
chemical
sunscreens
contain oxybenzone,

octinoxate, avobenzone
and octocrylene. These
chemicals can cause
coral bleaching and
coral death, as well as
reproductive diseases in
fish. Their toxicity also
prevents the natural restoration of a damaged
reef, ultimately leaving
the seascape barren and
desolate.
Many
mainstream sunscreen brands
claiming to be a safe alternative have removed
most of the chemicals
but now use avobenzone, a derivative of
oxybenzone, as a stabilizer, making the sunscreen just as harmful.
Avobenzone degrades
within 30 minutes when
it’s exposed to the sun,
which results in harmful
free radicals being released into the system.
These free radicals can
actually accelerate the
aging process and in-

crease the risk of illness
including cancer.
Palmer recommended checking sunscreen labels and using
only pure mineral sunscreen like TropicSport
with non-nano zinc oxide and titanium dioxide, ensuring that no
particles are absorbed
into the bloodstream. Instead, they sit on top of
the skin acting as a physical blocker that deflects
and scatters the UV rays
away from the skin.
“It’s better for
you, is kid friendly, and
unlike other mineral sunscreens, is easier to apply, smells better, and is
one of the few that have
passed the U.S. FDA
80-minute and Australia
240-minute water resistant tests,” said Palmer.
TropicSport is
available at TropicSport.
com.

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE

DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for flowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansflowers.com

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Food/Retail Manager:
F e d e r a l
E m p .
Opportunity`Cleveland!
Make $46k-50k. Great Benefits! 3
yrs Food/Retail Mgmt exp. Willing
to relocate.
Send Resume: VCSJOB@va.gov
9/29/17

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

Call (216) 721-1674

Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity!
$46k-48k. Federal Benefits Pkg!
3 yrs Mgmt.
Exp. Send Resume to:
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com

Drivers, CDL-A: Ours start at $1,635/wk,
most typically earn $90K+/yr!
This regional opening has parking close
to home at your local Penske Truck Leasing.
2yrs CDL-A experience call
Penske Logistics: 844-293-0601

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil
driver?Full Co. Benefits 26%
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone!
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
Jaro Warren, Ohio
855-252-1641

3-1-16

6/15/18

PRINTING

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Flyers - Program Books
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Funeral Programs
1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

CUSTOM MADE
Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs
To Place Your Order
Call
(216) 721-1674

Drivers, 1 yr Class-A:
$57,000 to $77,000 yr.
$500.00 Orientation Pay!
$16.00/ hr Detention Pay!
Medical, Dental, Vision,
855-200-4631

1-5-18
Drivers, CDL-A: Ours start at $1,635/
wk, most typically earn $90K+/yr!
This route has parking close to
home at your local Penske Truck
Leasing. 2 yrs CDL-A experience
call
Penske Logistics:
844-293-0601
3-2018

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674
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Islam In The Community

Xenophobia and others signs of an empire in decline

By OBAID H. SIDDIQUI

Empires, just like the
history they mold and define,
repeat themselves in identifiable
patterns. Though each empire
has its own complex interplay
of power and struggle, they all
tend to grow through militaristic
strength, ascend to economic supremacy, then decline from bloat
and corruption.
Some empires were
small and lasted for over 1,500
years, like the early Tamil Pandyan and Chola dynasties in
India. Others were enormous —
the Mongol empire ruled over the
largest contiguous land kingdom

in history — conquering large
swaths of the planet and cycling
through the repeatable pattern
in less than 1,000 years, like the
Roman, British and Ottoman
empires.
These empires start to
decline for more than 100 years
before the official end comes.
That decline is now consuming the most powerful modern
empire: the United States of
America. This isn’t a conclusion
developed as an empty threat
paraded around by U.S. enemies,
pundits or attention-seeking
provocateurs. This is the serious,
evidence-based postulation of
America’s own military.

In its 2017 annual
report released this summer, the
Strategic Studies Institute (SSI)
at the U.S. Army War College
said America has entered a “postprimacy” period — an era in
which we are no longer the most
important force in the world.
Though President Donald Trump’s empty slogan of
“Make America Great Again”
riled up the patriotism, racism,
misogyny and xenophobia of
large parts of White America,
his presidency is doing the exact
opposite of his hat-front rhetoric:
accelerating our decline.
Five characteristics of
decline:

A Look At My World
‘What do you mean it’s time to go home?’
By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER Where does time go when ule. Just enjoying the mo-

We had just started our vacation, or so I
thought, when the Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
said, “Hurry up; it’s time to
go home.”
I have been married to my wife for almost
46 years and during that
time, she has always teased
me and tried to get my goat.
My goat has long been gotten. So, I thought she was
trying to tease me about our
vacation time.
As she said that,
I noticed she was packing
her suitcase. That was just
strange. She is really going
all out to fool me into thinking it is time to go home. I,
however, know better and
cannot be fooled even by
her.
I laughed most
heartily and said, “That’s a
good one, but you can’t fool
me. We’re on vacation.”
When she was
planning the vacation, it
took her quite a while to
convince me we were going
on vacation. I get so caught
up in “life,” that I often do
not realize I need to take a
break every once in a while.
However, when I take a
break, I Take a Break.
Looking at me
rather strangely, she said,
“Our vacation is over and
we need to go home.”
“But, I thought we
were supposed to be on vacation for a week. Why do
you want to go home early?”
“Oh, silly boy, we
have been here for a week
and our time is up and we
must go home.”
All I could do was
just stare at her. I honestly
thought we were only halfway through our vacation.

you are trying to relax?
I started the vacation with only one plan and
that was to do nothing. I
was just beginning to enjoy this “Nothing Plan” and
needed a few more days to
perfect it.
I guess I do have
some of an obsessive aspect
to my nature. When I start
something, I don’t want to
stop until I have finished
it. That’s just a philosophy
that I have had since I was a
young boy. Why start something if you are not going
to finish it? And, why start
something new until you
have finished what you had
been doing?
That is why planning a vacation is so difficult. Whatever I am doing
at the time I am obsessive
about finishing it before
going on to the next project. If I am working on a
book, I cannot stop until it
is finished and sent to the
publisher. That is just my
nature.
“Well,” my wife
said in a more joyful mood,
“we did have a wonderful
time here on our vacation.
Don’t you agree?”
I had to stop and
process that thought. Certainly, I agreed with her
on that level. Where I disagreed was that it was over.
“Yes, we sure did have a
good time, but I have a hard
time believing it’s over already.”
She just laughed at
me and finished packing her
suitcase.
When on vacation, I usually
do not take my watch. I do
not want to know what time
it is. Lunchtime is when I’m
hungry and close to some
restaurant. Nap time, is
when I’m tired. No sched-

Want To Buy

Ali-Wepner
Boxing Poster
March 24, 1975
“Chance Of A Lifetime”

Muhammad Ali
vs.
Chuck Wepner
Illustrated Cardboard
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Boxing Show Held At The Richfield
Coliseum (Richfield, Ohio)
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The “On-Site” Boxing Program

Call: (330) 856-7047 Or
(216)721-1674

ment I’m in at the time.
For my wife, vacation time gets her best
planning schedule. Most
of that schedule has to do
with thrift stores. Every
day in our vacation, she
visited several thrift stores
and brought back what she
thought were “goodies.”
I have learned long
ago that when she is excited
about one of her “goodies,”
I join in her excitement.
Most of the time I have no
idea what it is, but what
does that have to do with
anything?
“Look what I got,”
she says as she burst into the
hotel room, “and I only paid
$3 for it. Wasn’t that a bargain?”
I once made a mistake along this line. She came
back with one of her purchases and I quickly pulled
out my wallet that had $26
in it and said, “Look what I
saved today, $26.” Trust me,
I never did that again. She
responded by saying, “Great,
you can buy supper tonight.”
Vacation
time
means different things to
different people. Years ago
when I discovered what it
meant to her, it made my vacation time all that much better.
I was begrudging
the fact that our vacation
time was over and slowly
started packing my suitcase.
I hope I got enough rest during this vacation. I am not
sure you can get enough rest
on any vacation, but at least I
tried.
Driving home from
our vacation, I could not help
but think of that wonderful
verse in the Old Testament.
“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos
3:3).
Walking together
doesn’t mean you are dressed
alike or you have the same
likes and dislikes. Walking
together means, you’re going
in the same direction.
Her likes happened
to be thrift stores. She knows
everything there is to be
known about a thrift store.
She knows every thrift store
within a 100-mile radius.
Me, I know relatively little about a thrift
store. If they have a shelf
with some books on it, I will
take some interest.
Driving home, she
gave a detailed description
of all the wonderful purchases she made at those thrift
stores. It made her happy and
therefore I was happy. That
is what it means to “walk together.”
He lives with his
wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at
1-866-552-2543 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net
or
website www.jamessnyderministries.com.

1) “Hyper-connectivity
and weaponization of information, disinformation, and disaffection”
In other words, social
media’s ability to quickly promote truly false information has
created a population of people
willing to blindly believe anything that bolsters their narrative.
Trump has made this progression
even more incendiary by decrying
all media that shines a critical
light on him and his administration as “fake news.”
This disinformation
has been weaponized by men like
billionaire hedge fund manager
Robert Mercer. He is the leading
money man behind Breitbart, the
right-wing news site that peddles
nativist, misogynistic and White
supremacist propaganda as news.
He also supports former Breitbart
standout-turned-outcast, Milo
Yiannopoulos, whose new website peddles in the same themes,
just for a younger audience.
If that doesn’t prove Mercer’s
connection to right-wing conspiracy news enough, Mercer
also counted Steve Bannon as
the Mercer family’s personal
political adviser. Bannon, in
turn, used Mercer’s financial
help to support the big data firm
he once helped lead: Cambridge
Analytica, which aims to use
online data to change a targeted
audience’s behavior.
Cambridge Analytica
has collected thousands of data
points on over 220 million Americans. This psychographic data is
used to send targeted messaging
— Facebook ads, email newsletters, RSS feeds, false articles and
other fear and anger exploiting
content — to influence voter
perception and action, released
at specific times and to particular
regional locations. Add in propagandists and provocateurs like
Ann Coulter, Alex Jones and
Tomi Lahren, and it’s clear to see
how quickly misinformation can
spread and be accepted as truth.
2) “A rapidly fracturing
post-Cold War status quo”
America grew in
strength after Europe was decimated by World War II. Although
we lost almost half a million
American lives, our infrastructure
remained largely untouched, our
workforce and economy were

robust, and we became the creditor to a rebuilding Europe. That
position of power only grew as
we outlasted the Soviet Union
in the 40-year Cold War that followed.
However, that status
has slowly dissipated over the
past 20 years, more rapidly under
Trump’s rule. On the international
stage, America is literally being
ridiculed. European Union leaders openly mocked Trump as he
received universal criticism for
being the only Group of 20 leader
to withdraw his country from the
Paris climate accord. For the past
few decades, the U.S. president
has generally been recognized
as the leader of the free world;
that unofficial title is being given
to German Chancellor Angela
Merkel. Furthermore, Trump is
ruining relationships with allies
like Mexico and Australia, while
attempting to disband negotiations with Iran and escalating
violent rhetoric with a nuclear
North Korea. And the world is
watching in disbelief. Trump has
quickly become the poster boy for
the U.S. loss of global authority
and ineffective isolationism as he
continues George W. Bush and
Barack Obama’s failed war policies in Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen,
Syria, Somalia and Libya. Maintaining the worst of each previous
administration’s decisions using
privatized military mercenaries
and indiscriminate drone warfare
only further entrenches his weakening status.
3) “Proliferation, diversification, and atomization of effective counter-U.S. resistance”;
and 4) “Resurgent but transformed great power competition”
Not only have Russian
state and nonstate actors attempted to manipulate, warp and
destroy America’s greatest ideal
of democratic elections, but Russia is continually appearing on the
opposite side of U.S. interests,
from militarily backing Assad’s
regime in Syria to signing a $2.5
billion deal with Iran to produce
railroad wagons.
China, on the other
hand, is opposing the U.S. by
simply moving beyond our nation’s purview. While the U.S.
backs out of climate deals and
encourages dying industries that
produce pollution like coal and

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS
Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of
Foreign And Domestic Parts
Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale
3210 East 65th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

crude oil, China is experimenting
with a “pollution-eating Forest
city” by building a “342-acre,
self-contained neighborhood …
covered with 40,000 trees and
almost a million plants.”
While Trump
continues to inflame international
relations and economically isolate the U.S., those challenging
American global supremacy are
actively filling the void, benefiting enormously from our loss.
5) “Violent or disruptive dissolution of political cohesion and identity”
As Republican leaders
allow a con man like Trump to
assume their party title just to
maintain a semblance of power,
they are increasingly growing
into spineless bureaucrats (look
no further than Paul Ryan, Mitch
McConnell and Reince Priebus),
who will quickly be discarded by
the Trump administration when a
scapegoat is needed.
The Democrats are
no better. Despite having all the
firepower needed to put pressure
on Trump and the divided Republican Party, longtime leaders
like Nancy Pelosi and Chuck
Schumer come off as too weak,
ineffectual and out of touch. The
movement jumpstarted by Bernie
Sanders has only caused more of
a split within left-leaning politics
as the debate rages on between
those who seek to abandon versus
reform the Democratic Party. No
credible third party has emerged
in the interim, despite the Green
Party’s attempt at relevance for
over 20 years.
While the political
power play in D.C. stagnates, the
American citizenry is faced with:
a public resurgence of White supremacy hate groups as witnessed
in Charlottesville, Virginia; a rise
in hate crimes; demonization of
minority populations, includ-
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ing immigrants, Muslims and
LGBTQ citizens; dismantling of
much needed health care options;
an opioid drug abuse epidemic;
a crumbling infrastructure; and
a general lack of economic and
industrial innovation.
The SSI report says
we are in “an era that the U.S.
defense enterprise is ill-equipped
to contend with from a risk perspective.” And the man leading
the nation can’t even heed advice
to not look directly at the sun during an eclipse.
While the decline of
U.S. hegemony and supremacy
isn’t all Trump’s doing, it’s clear
that his role in American culture,
domestic policy and international
politics is only further hastening
the post-primacy position of the
U.S. All empires fall, as no global
power withstands the test of time.
However, without proper planning and adjustment, the decline
of the U.S. empire may lead to
civil strife and external threats
never witnessed by greater empires than ours.
Most empires die a
slow and meaningless death over
hundreds of years. Ours may
come to a crashing halt within
the next 20 years.
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Zip women golfers awarded WGCA scholarships
Four University of Akron women’s golfers have
been named Women’s Golf Coaches Association (WGCA)
All-American Scholars for the 2017-18 season, the organization announced this week. Senior Mallory Etcheberry
(Wesley Chapel, Fla.) capped her collegiate career with
a fourth consecutive WGCA All-American Scholar honor, while junior Danielle Nicholson (Geneva, Ohio) and
freshmen Abbie Pearce (Green, Ohio) and Jacinta Pikunas
(Youngstown, Ohio) earned their first WGCA awards.
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Friday Night Fights XXV amateur boxing show on
Friday, July 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the Word Church Multiplex, 18909 South
Miles Road, Warrensville, Ohio. For information call Bryan Gedeon
216-956-1364.

National Riyadh to be held

National Riyadh 2018 will be held on July
13-14 at East High School, 1349 East 79th Street. For
information about the basketball tournament, contact
Khalid Samad at 216-538-4083. The event will include
football education, track and fiels competirions, a fashion show, and video game contests. Vendor booths are
available by contacting Amin Khafiz at 216-407-2128.
Vending fees are $325food; art $125.

Indians in 1st place with wins
By KARL BRYANT

The Indians are in 1st
Place on the 4th of July – a
propitious omen. They just
swept the Royals to finish a
road trip, 5-4. They had lost
four of their first five Away
games, when their batters
went ballistic on the A’s to
open July and begin a fourgame winning streak.
In a series finale
against the A’s, they erupted
for 20 hits, with 13 of them
being for extra bases - 11
doubles and two HRs. When
the smoke cleared, the Tribe
had a 15-3 “W.” Mike Clevinger (7-3) was recipient of
the offensive largesse as the
Indians came within one of
their franchise doubles record and Francisco Lindor
and Edwin Encarnacion
went deep.
Lindor also packed
the lumber for K.C. the
next day as he continued to
whack the ball. He cracked
two more HRs – a Grand
Slam and a 3-Run job for
seven RBIs. Corey Kluber
(12-4) had another bad 1st
Inning – allowing a leadoff
HR to Whit Merrifield and

Clevinger
another run on two hits, but
then settled down. He struck
out five and gave up only
one run the rest of the way.
A week ago, Kluber pitching on the other side of Missouri in St. Louis, had the
shortest outing of his career
as he gave up six runs in 1.2
innings. The Royals Jokob
Junis (5-10) plunked three
Tribe batters, besides giving
up all the runs (eight earned).
On Tuesday, The
Biebs again was music to
CLE fans’ ears as he came
away with a 6-4 win. Shane
Bieber (4-0) was behind, 4-2,
in the 6th Inning when his

Lindor
catcher Yan Gomes, decided
it was his turn to hit a Grand
Slam. The 6-4 score stood up
the rest of the way.
On the 4th of July,
the Tribe won without all the
fireworks. In the 1st Inning,
Michael Brantley doubled in
a run. The Indians only plated
two more on sacrifice flies –
one in the 1st and one in the
2nd. The Royals scored on
a steal of home via a double
steal and their own SF. Trevor Bauer (8-6) kept K.C. in
check with eight strikeouts,
while allowing seven hits.
Trevor Oaks (0-2) was the
hard-luck K.C. loser. Despite

Bieber
batting .146, Tribe C Roberto
Perez did the job defensively,
as he threw out two runners,
including 2017 A.L. basestealing Champ Merrifield at
3B in the 8th. Closer Cody
Allen, who also had a Save
the day before, struck out
the side sandwiched around
a double as he recorded his
18th Save.
Reliever Marc Rzepczynski, who had a threeyear stint mid-decade with
the Tribe and recently was

been looking for a sign and
trade option. He didn’t sign
with the Cavs, so the trade
option was out. Houston’s
cap space wasn’t enough
for a straight Free Agent
signing. Meanwhile, they
resigned Chris Paul to a
max contract.
The 76ers had the cap
space to sign James and
would’ve had a chance of
fielding a Finals contending team.
They
could’ve
traded for Kawhi Leonard,
who is on the outs with
San Antonio, so that James
would’ve been tempted to

join an improved squad
that won their last 16 regular season games and made
it to the 2nd Round of the
playoffs before losing to
overachieving Boston. Yet,
Philly’s GM resigned in a
scandal, so the aura wasn’t
good and there was no
promise a trade for Leonard would ever materialize.
It’s too bad that
James didn’t take the big
money and stay put, where
he has deep roots in his
close-by Hometown.
The Cavs drafted
a needed point guard in

legations against Russia.
Several of Russia’s 2014
Sochi Winter Games medals
were rescinded three years
later after a whistleblower
produced evidence of widespread doping. Russia was

banned from the 2018 Korea Winter Games by the International Olympic Committee and Russian athletes
had to petition the IOC individually to compete under
the Olympic flag.

re-acquired by them and
sent to AAA, was brought
up from Columbus to bolster the Tribe’s middling

middle relief corps. He had
two scoreless appearances.
Lonnie Chisenhall went on
the Disabled List with a calf
strain. A sad note, starter
Danny Salazar, who’d been
on the DL, had season-ending shoulder surgery.
The Tribe is now
at Home for the rest of the
“1st Half” of the season.
At Press Time, they’re 4837 – having won 11 more
games than they’ve lost.
Yet, they’ve extended their
lead in the A.L. Central to
11 ½ games.
Those figures illustrate the disparity between
the Indians and the rest of
the teams in their division.
Their closest pursuers - the
Tigers and Twins - both are
double digit games below
.500. The Tribe has won
more than two of every
three games facing opponents in the division, having notched a 28-13 against
them to date.
The Twins have
been in a rebuilding mode
along with the White Sox.
Kansas City is now in a rebuilding mode. The Tigers
demonstrated their need to

reboot last year when they
sent pitching Ace Justin
Verlander, who’d spent his
entire career in Detroit, to
the Astros, where he helped
pitch them to a World Series
title.
The Indians, who
many Clevelanders swear
have been in a rebuilding
mode since their glory years
of the late 90s into the turn
of the new century, are sitting at the top of the heap,
having been rebuilt fully
and are brandishing a mixture of not-too-old wily veterans and youthful stars.
Although it’s just
the 4th of July, the Tribe appears to have a lock on the
Central Division title and
will appear in the postseason for the third straight
year. If their division rivals
are sluggish in their rebuilding, the Indians can look to
even more future appearances in October.
Once they are in
the postseason and facing
the other Big Boys, their
continued success is a bit
more uncertain. But, just
getting there puts their foot
in the door.

Collin Sexton. Februarys’ midyear additions
could’ve improved with
some of season.
Couldn’t LeBron
have enticed some affordable buds to join him in
CLE with the moderate
cap space at their disposal? He must’ve felt it was
too big of a task to get this
team back to the Finals.
Paul George chose to
stay in Oklahoma City, so
LeBron didn’t get him as a
teammate like he wanted.
The last thing the Spurs
want to do is trade Leonard to a squad they’d face
in the Western Conference
playoffs. The chances are
slight that the Lakers will
sign a high profile player,
so James may have to carry
the team (like he did here).
However, the Lakers are young while the
Cavs are old. There’s another thing, doesn’t it seem

odd that LeBron would
want to deal with goofball LaVar Ball, unless he
has a business deal up his
sleeve.
There should be little
ill will regarding LeBron’s latest “Decision.”
He brought CLE the NBA
Championship he promised in 2016 and thanked
the city in his exit on Sunday. He posted fan tribute
photos on Instagram and
wrote, “Thank you Northeast Ohio for an incredible
four seasons. This will always be home.”
Probably the moment
James decided to leave is
forever memorialized in
the famous photo of him
screaming at J.R. Smith after he forgot the score and
dribbled out the clock in
Game 1 of the 2018 NBA
Finals. It could be entitled,
“You expect me to stay
with this team?”

James opts out, later signs with L.A.
By KARL BRYANT

LeBron James opted out of his Cavs contract
on June 29 and became a
Free Agent and on July
1, signed a four year pact
with the L.A. Lakers for
$154 M. James could’ve
signed with the Cavs for
more money, as they were
allowed to offer him a max
contract since he’d been
their player, but he decided
things would work out better on the West Coast.
There were numerous rumors of different “landing spots” for

James

LeBron. When he opted
out, the Rockets were out
of the picture, since they’d

World Cup Semi-Final set
By ANDREW CARTER

Four
European
teams will vie for a spot in
the 2018 FIFA World Cup
Finals as England will play
Croatia in one semifinal and
France will play Belgium
in the other. Belgium is the
team favored by experts,
but there’ve been many surprising results in this World
Cup, so it could be any of
the four.

In
quarterfinals,
France beat Uruguay, 2-0,
and Belgium beat Brazil,
2-1, to reach the penultimate round. England beat
Sweden, 2-0, and Croatia
survived against host Russia, by winning a penalty
kick shootout, 4-3, after the
game ended in a 2-2 tie following extra time.
Croatia’s win saved what
could’ve been future scandal as there was doping al-

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Al ‘Florida’ Jones was a top prospect
Lost in the shuffle
among all the heavyweight
greats of the 1960’s and
1970’s were names like Alvin
“Blue” Lewis, Larry Middleton, Henry Clark and “Florida” Al Jones. Please don’’t
confuse “Florida” Al with
journeyman “Memphis” Al
Jones. Those two settled their
superiority issue in August of
1967 with “Florida Al” winning in three rounds.
After losing his pro
debut to Duke Johnson in
June of 1964, “Florida” reeled
off 24 straight victories. He
beat the “Duke” in a rematch.
He also scored two victories
against Chip Johnson and
two kayos againt Levi Forte.

Jones

He decisioned Jefferson Davis
and Bob Stallings and halted
Sonny Moore, Archie Ray and
stopped James J. Beattie in
one round.Trained by Angelo
Dundee, Jones sparred many

rounds with Muhammad Ali
and Jimmy Ellis.
The streak was ended
when Jones drew with veteran
contender Zora Folley in May
of 1968. He then won six more
bouts including knockouts of
Cleveland Williams and Jack
O’Halloran plus a point win
against Henry Clark.
By now Jones was
firmly entrenched in the lower
tier of the Top Ten with only
one loss and one draw on his
record. On January 27, 1970
Luis Pires held Jones to a draw.
It was a fight in which Jones
broke his hand for the first
of four occasions. He didn’’t
step into the ring again until October 25, 1971 when he

outscored Roy “Cookie” Wallace suffering hand break number two along the way. Six
months later he dropped a ten
round verdict in Venezuela to
Jose Luis Garcia while suffering his third break. It would be
more than three years before he
fought again and that was a one
round kayo victory.
From January of 1970 until
February of 1976 when Jones
out fought the capable Jody
Ballard, Jones had fought only
five times. The inactivity and
another broken hand finally
caught up to him when the erratic Tom Prater stopped him in
six rounds. Jones, once a bright
prospect retired with a very
formidable 33-3-3 record.
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On The Town
MOVIES * MUSIC * THEATER * DANCE * RESTAURANTS * NIGHT LIFE

Charlie Wilson, Jill Scott headline the Cincinnati Music Festival
The Cincinnati
Music Festival will be held
from Thursday, July 26 to
Sunday, July 28 at Paul
Brown Stadium.
R&B stars Charlie
Wilson and Jill Scott will
headline the festival.
Halle Berry presented Wilson with the
"Music Makes A Difference" Award at the 49th
annual NAACP Image
Awards. He is also nominated for Billboards Top
Wilson
Scott
relationship with the Roots program. She and the Roots
Gospel Song of 2018.
Scott has a decade who have been added to the wrote the hit single "You

Got Me," which featured
vocals by Erykah Badu. Thr
Roots are seen weekdays on
'The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon.'
Organizers
announced that Common,
Xscape, the O'Jays and Cincinnati Bootsy Collins and
DJ Vader will also perform
at the festival. They will
be joining previously announced performers including Fantasia, Keith Sweat,
Boyz II Men, After 7, DJ
Jazzy Jeff and MC Lyte.
The festival began

as the Ohio Valley Jazz
Festival in 1962.
The
festival's
name has changed many
times over the years before
Procter & Gamble became
its primary sponsor and
named the festival as the
Cincinnati Music Festival.
Hotels book fast so
make sure to book accomodations early for the whole
festival weekend.
Tickets are available at 800-745-3000 or
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

or participate.Each winning
entrant may purchase up
to two (2) tickets.
Only one entry per person.
Repeat entries and disposable email addresses will be
discarded.
Tickets must be
purchased online with a
credit card by 4:00 PM ET
the day prior to the performance using the purchase
link and code in a customized notification email.
Tickets not claimed by 4:00
PM ET the day prior to the
performance are forfeited.

37 Lottery opens for $10 ‘Hamilton’ tickets

All is not lost for
people who didn’t already
nab tickets to the upcoming Cleveland run of the
smash-hit musical Hamilton at Public Square. You
can soon enter a lottery for
$10 tickets for every performance of the show. Of
course only 37 lottery tickets will be sold per performance.
Each lottery will
begin two days before a
performance, with the first
opening at 11 a.m. on July
15 for the show on July 17.
Naturally, there’s

a process to enter to sign
up for these cheap tickets,
which can only be entered
either through the Hamilton app, or online. If you’re
lucky enough to be selected,
you’ll be able to take up to
two tickets.
The show runs July
17-August 26 at KeyBank
State Theatre.
Producer Jeffrey Seller and
Playhouse Square announce
a digital lottery for HAMILTONtickets will begin in
conjunction with the show’s
first performance (July 17)
in Cleveland at Playhouse

Square. Thirty-Seven (37)
orchestra tickets will be sold
for every performance for
$10 each. The digital lottery will open at 11:00 AM
ET on Sunday, July 15 for
tickets to the Tuesday, July
17 performance. Subsequent digital lotteries will
begin two days prior to each
performance.
Use the official app
for HAMILTON, now available for all iOS and Android
devices in the Apple App
Store and the Google Play
Store (http://hamiltonmusical.com/app). Visit http://

hamiltonmusical.com/lottery to register.
The lottery will
open at 11:00 a. ET two
days prior to the performance date and will close
for entry at 9:00 AM ET
the day prior to the performance.
Winner and nonwinner notifications will be
sent at approximately 11:00
AM ET the day prior to the
performance via email and
SMS (if mobile number is
provided).
No purchase or
payment necessary to enter

The
Buckeye
Jazz, 'Summer of Soul'-All
That Jazz- Event will be
held on Friday, July 13 at
Art and Soul Park, 11802
Buckeye Road at 5:00 p.m.
The Buckeye Festival, Parade and Blues
Concert will be held on
Saturday, July 14 at 11:00
a.m. at the Art and Soul
Park, 11802 Buckeye
Road.
The Jazz Concert
will feature The Cavor

Project, Von James Experience, J. Saxx Band, and Sarah's girl.
Attendees can participate in the following
games: Spades, Bid Whist,
chess and dominos.
There will be giveaways as well as dancing,
fun, and music.
The Buckeye Festival parade will begin on Saturday, July 14 at 11:00 a.m.
at Art and Soul Park, 11802
Buckeye Road, and the con-

cert will begin at 3:00 p.m.
Featured performers for the concert include:

Tribute to Guitar Slim, the
Posse Band, Trouble Bound
Blues Band, and Spirit Plus
Band.
Guitar Slim was a
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
Inductee whose style listed him under 'Fame's 500
songs that shaped Rock and
Roll. Slim was best known
for his million-selling song
'The Things That I Used
To D,' and inspired the late
great Jimmy Hendrix.
Play games from
chess to dominos while enjoying the music.
Bring a lawn chair
and be prepared to be up on
your feet.
For information,
visit www.buckeyeshaker.
org; www.facebook.com/
buckeyeshaker.org or call
Victoria Dennis at 216-4918450.

Buckeye Concert, festival and parade to be held

MENU TIPS
Black forest cookies are a classic dessert
(NAPS)-Chocolate
and cherries are the foundation of the classic dessert
Black Forest Cake. Now
you can enjoy the same flavors in a delicious cookie
that can surprisingly be
served to family and friends
who want gluten-, grainand dairy-free treats.
This easy-to-make
recipe was created by Carol Kicinski, a professional
recipe developer, editor in
chief of Simply Gluten Free
Magazine and TV chef. Kicinski explains, "They are
something between a macaroon and a brownie made
better with ruby-red maraschino cherries."
In fact, maraschino
cherries can add color and
flavor to a variety of baked
goods, so it's wise to keep a
jar or two in your pantry for
when you're ready to bake.
Black
Forest
Cookies
2¼ cups blanched almond
flour*
¼ cup unsweetened cocoa
powder
½ teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon kosher or fine
sea salt
½ cup vegetable oil
½ cup brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla

2 large eggs
¾ cup semisweet chocolate
chips
1 cup maraschino cherries,
patted dry and quartered
Preheat oven to 350°.
Line two baking sheets with
parchment paper.
Combine the almond
flour, cocoa powder, baking
soda and salt in mixing bowl.
Whisk together oil, brown sugar, vanilla and eggs. Add to dry
ingredients; mix well. Stir in
chocolate chips and cherries.
Using teaspoon or
small (#60) ice cream scoop,
spoon dough onto the prepared
baking sheets about 2 inches
apart. Bake for 11 minutes or
until the cookies are firm. Cool
on pans for 5 minutes, then remove to a wire rack to finish
cooling.
Makes 2½ dozen
cookies.
*Grind your own almondflour: Pulse about 3 cups
sliced almonds in food processor until it reaches the consistency of flour. Yield: about 2¼
cups almond flour.
For recipes from The
National Cherry Growers and
Industries Foundation, visit
www.nationalcherries.com. Or
go to www.simplygluten-free.
com for more gluten-free advice and recipes.

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Coleman Hawkins

Mention tenor saxophone stylists today and
Coleman Hawkins is the first
name that comes up. He was
a pioneer whose full-bodied warm tones and buoyant
rhythmic feel have inspired
countless jazz musicians since
the 1930's.
Hawkins was born in
St. Joseph, Mo. in 1904. His
music studies began on piano,
cello and, by age nine, tenor.
He gained fame as a
soloist for his first recordings
with Fletcher Henderson's
band in 1923. He left the band
in 1934 to perform and record
in Europe with Benny Carter,
Django Reinhardt and others.
In 1939, he returned
to the U.S., formed a nine
piece band (until 1941) which
recorded his biggest, "Body
& Soul," and, then a nationally recognized artist, he assembled the band for the first
bop record session (on Apollo)
in 1944. Hawkins continued
to tour internationally and to
record with major jazz luminaries until the late 1960s. By
then, his health was declining
due to heavy drinking. He
died on May 19, 1969 of bronchial pneumonia in New York
City's Wickersham Hospital.
Hawkins was the
most influential person in the
evolution of the tenor saxophone, enjoying great artistic
and commercial success and
the first tenorman to creatively
reconstruct ballads. He was
considered a legend in his own
time and is still admired today
for his extraordinary artistry.
Countless recordings
he made are still available.


























Beauty of the Week: is il- 
lustrious looking Monique 
Gonzaque. Monique, who
is a world-wide recog- 
model, was featured
nized

in the Bronze Beauty Calender.
(ESDN
Photo
by


Howard Moorehead)
If you would 
like to be a Beauty of The
send photo, phone 
Week,
number and information
to EAST SIDE DAILY 
or call (216) 721NEWS

1674.


Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Comedies)

1. In the 'Player's
Club' (1998), rapper/actor
Ice Cube wrote, directed and
executive-produced the film
about an African-American
girl (Lisa Raye) who pays
for her college tuition by
dancing at a strip club, but
who is the black comedian
who plays "Dollar Bill:" the
club owner and who now has
his own T.V. sitcom about a
comedian who is raising his
sister's 3 kids because she is
a drug addict?
2. Comedian D.L.
Hughley went from hosting
a show on BET to starring
in his own T.V. sitcom 'The
Hughleys,' about a successful,
snack vending machine
entrepreneur who moves his
African-American family
to an integrated suburb, but
in what movie did he star
as one of four, close, male
friends and whose character
was married to a reserved,
proper wife who was afraid
to try new love techniques?
3. Cedric The Entertainer
is best known as
Steve Harvey's best friend on
'The Steve Harvey Show,' but
in what film did he star as a
black minister who is hired by



an African-American family
to hold the funeral for a
recently departed loved?
4. In 'Showtime'
(2001), white, acting legend
Robert DeNiro stars as a
cop who is hired by a T.V.
production company to have
a camera crew follow him
on his daily patrol to star in
a 'reality show' about police
officers, but who is the black,
comedy legend who plays
DeNiro's partner that uses
this opportunity to fulfill his
acting dreams?
5. Martin Lawrence
made his comical, motionpicture
debut as one of the
hot, neighborhood homies
on a sweltering summer day
in Bed-Stuy, N.Y. in Spike
Lee's 'Do The Right Thing'
(1989), before starring in his
own, FOX sitcom 'Martin,'
but in what movie does he
star as an employee at a
medieval theme park who is
transported back in time to
the 1300s in England?
ANSWERS: 1. Bernie Mac
2. 'The Brothers' (2001) 3.
'Kingdom Come' (2001)
4. Eddie Murphy 5.
'Black Knight' (2001)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Martin Lawrence)

FILMS:
1. 'House Party' (1990)
2. 'Boomerang' (1992)
3. 'Bad Boys' (1995)
4. 'Life' (1999)
5. 'Big Momma's House'
(2000)
ROLES:
a) wrongfully imprisoned
for more than 40 years

b) bad-breathed, D.J. for
Kid 'N' Play
c) disguised in under cover
cop mission
d) ad exec friend of playboy
e) switches places with police
partner
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3, e;
4, a; 5, c

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review
'Coming to America' is a milestone in Murphy's career
By C.M. APPLING
Once Eddie Murphy
became a cast member of the
second generation of NBC’s
Saturday Night Live sketchcomedy series, he quickly
made the transition from TV to
motion-pictures in the actioncomedy thriller 48 Hrs. (1982).
After that, he swiftly ascended
to star in a succession of movie
hits including Beverly Hills
Cop (1984) and his live concert film Eddie Murphy Raw
(1987).
However, it would
be in 1988 in the now classic
Coming To America, when
Murphy would be crowned in
film the same way he metaphorically rose in real-life
royalty to reign the 1980’s as
absolute King of Comedy.
Directed by white
filmmaker John Landis, Murphy worked with Landis once
before in the hit Trading Places
(1983). Before that, Landis
was mostly known by the black
community and the music industry for directing The King
of Pop, Michael Jackson, in his
1983 groundbreaking music
video Thriller. So, when Murphy and Landis were reunited
to make Coming To America,
they would not only score another success but would make
another important step in Murphy’s career.
Landis portrayed the
movie as a modern-day urban
romance with the feel of a
children’s story-book tale to it.
The plot begins in the mythical
African kingdom of ‘Zamunda’ where wild exotic animals
like elephants, giraffes and
zebras wander freely around
the palace premises. On his
21st birthday, pampered Prince
Akeem (Eddie Murphy) who
has flower petals tossed at his
feet by ‘Rose Bearers’ and who
is bathed by partially-nude female servants, makes an important decision. On the day
of his royal engagement party,
where he has already been arranged to marry the beautiful
but opinion-less Imani Azzi

(Vanessa Bell Calloway), he
informs his parents, King Joffi
Joffer (James Earl Jones) and
Queen Aoleon (Madge Sinclair), that he is not ready to
wed just yet. Akeem convinces
The King to allow him to travel
to the U.S. with his friend/valet Semmi (Arsenio Hall) for
a period of 40 days. The King
believes that Akeem wants to
play around and ‘sew his royal
oats’. But in reality, Akeem
tells Semmi that he is going
to find his own bride who will
love him for who he is and not
for his status.
The African duo begin their search for Akeem’s
queen in---(where else?)--Queens, New York. When
they arrive, they try to conceal
their identities as ‘ordinary African college students’ and take
up residence in a slum tenement. After failing to meet the
’right’ woman in a night-club
where they encounter a slew
of females (filmed in a brief
montage) of whom none arepromising enough, Akeem and
Semmi take the advice of the
employees at the ‘My-T-Sharp
Barber Shop’ to attend the
Black Awareness Rally to find
‘nice black girls’.
At the Rally, the incognito prince and his loyal
servant meet the McDowell
family: Cleo (John Amos),
the widowed father who
owns the fast-food restaurant
‘McDowell’s’---and is in a
copyright competition with
McDonald’s restaurant because
of business similarities; Patrice
(Allison Dean), the younger
daughter who is sassy and energetic; and Lisa (Shari Headley), the older daughter who is
sweet and sensitive. Akeem
falls in love with Lisa at first
sight. So, he and Semmi take
entry-level jobs at Cleo’s restaurant in order for Akeem to
get closer to Lisa.
Unknown to Akeem,
Lisa has a boyfriend named
Darryl (Eriq LaSalle) who is
the arrogant obnoxious heir to
the ‘Soul Glo’ hair-product empire that specializes in ‘Jheri-

curl’-like moisturizers. Even
though Lisa initially tries to
match Akeem with her sister
Patrice, Akeem manages to
charm and woo her away from
Darryl and they fall in love.
But, when The King gets word
of Akeem’s plans, he haughtily
balks and objects to the union
until Cleo puts ‘his highness’
in place to respect his daughter. When Lisa finds out about
Akeem’s real identity, she feels
betrayed and foolish. But, in
story-book-like happy ending,
she forgives Akeem for deceiving her and agrees to marry him
and unite the two families.
Eddie and Arsenio
are able to showcase their ability to portray multiple characters onscreen in the film. Murphy is seen as Clarence (the
loud barber shop owner); as
an elderly, Jewish man; and as
Randy Watson (a flamboyant
talentless singer and leader of
the band ‘Sexual Chocolate’).
Hall is an old bespectacled barber at the shop; Rev.
Brown (a semi-lechous minister); and a husky-voiced
homely woman at the nightclub. Also, for Eddie Murphy
and John Landis fans, there was
a cameo-appearance of Ralph
Bellamy and Don Ameche as
the old homeless Duke brothers
Akeem gives money to (but in
Trading Places, they were the
same evil billionaire characters
Randolph and Mortimer, who
manipulated Murphy’s character and got their just desserts
when they were financially ruined).
Eddie is a master of
make-up and multiple personalities and has shown proof
of that in The Nutty Professor remake (1996), Bowfinger
(1999) and Norbit (2007).
But, Coming To
America will always be a milestone in his career as both the
first time he assumed different
identities in one film and the
first time he was cast as the
lead in a movie that was targeted primarily for
a black audience rather than the
white mainstream.
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African American history from its beginning in Philadelphia
In view of the
Liberty Bell on Independence Mall, the open-air
President’s House (left)
tells the story of the
home where Presidents
Washington and Adams
lived during their terms
and where nine enslaved
people served the first
president.
Features such
as the video re-enactments and the display of
the enslaved names help
people examine the role
of freedom in a new nation. Founded in 1976,
The African American
Museum in Philadelphia
(right) is the first institution built by a major U.S.
city to preserve, interpret
and exhibit the heritage
and culture of AfricanAmericans.
Philadelphia’s
Historic District, the site
of the original city and
often called America’s
most historic square mile,
reveals early chapters in
the nation’s history, including the challenges,
injustices, accomplishments and contributions
of Africans and AfricanAmericans.
The district is
home to the 200+-yearold founding church of
the two-million-strong
African Methodist Episcopal church, Mother
Bethel A.M.E., and The
African American Museum in Philadelphia, the
country’s first museum
dedicated solely to African-American history.
Philadelphia’s Historic
District is the place to
discover African-American religious, cultural
and social traditions, historical landmarks and exhibitions.
The
African
American Museum in
Philadelphia, founded in
1976, is the first institution built by a major U.S.
city to preserve, interpret
and exhibit the heritage
and culture of AfricanAmericans.
The museum
takes a fresh and bold
look at the stories of
African-Americans and
their role in the founding
of the nation through the
core exhibit Audacious
Freedom. Other exhibitions and programs reveal the history, stories
and cultures of those of
African descent throughout the African diaspora.
701 Arch Street, (215)
574-0380, aampmuseum.
org

Independence Seaport
Museum’s permanent
exhibition, Tides of Freedom: African Presence
on the Delaware River
uses the city’s eastern
river—where the museum resides—to uncover
the African experience in
Philadelphia.
First-person accounts and artifacts from
the museum’s collection
recount 300 years from
enslavement, emancipation, Jim Crow through
the Civil Rights movement. Penn’s Landing,
211 S. Columbus Boulevard, (215) 413-8655,
phillyseaport.org
The
Liberty
Bell Center encourages
visitors to uncover the
connection between the
bell and African-American history. Videos and
interactive displays explain how the abolitionist movement adopted
the object as a symbol
of freedom based on the
inscribed quote from Leviticus, “Proclaim liberty
throughout all the land
unto all the inhabitants
thereof.”
Beginning in
the late 1800s, the Liberty Bell traveled around
the country to expositions to help heal the divisions of the Civil War.
It reminded Americans
of earlier days when they
worked together for independence. 5th & Market
Streets, (215) 965-2305,
nps.gov/inde
The Museum of
the American Revolution
explores the personal
stories of African-Americans, including that of
William Lee, the valet
whom George Washington enslaved and lived
alongside throughout the
war.
The museum
lets visitors climb aboard
a privateer ship like the
one on which James
Forten, a 14-year-old
free African-American,
volunteered, and view a
signed 1773 volume of
Poems on Various Subjects by Phillis Wheatley,
America’s first published
Black female poet.
In addition, the
museum offers historical
tableaux that reimagine
historical moments, such
as a 1781 conversation
between enslaved Virginians and a Black Loyalist
soldier, that were never
captured with an artist’s
brush. 101 S. 3rd Street,
(215) 253-6731, amrevmuseum.org
The National

Constitution
Center
(NCC) uses hands-on
activities to illustrate
the contributions of notable African-Americans;
delves into pivotal Supreme Court cases, such
as Dred Scott v. Sanford
and Brown v. Board of
Education; and explores
the amendments that established rights for all
citizens.
The NCC displays an extremely rare
copy of the Emancipation Proclamation signed
by President Abraham
Lincoln in the Civil War
alcove. A more modern
highlight: the original,
signed copy of Barack
Obama’s “A More Perfect Union” speech,
which he delivered in
2008 at the National
Constitution Center. 525
Arch Street, (215) 4096700, constitutioncenter.
org
The National
Liberty Museum presents the enduring story
of liberty, both in history
and today. The Heroes
From Around the World
gallery spotlights notable
people from all walks of
life and time periods who
protected and advanced
freedom, including wellknown figures such as
Nelson Mandela and
everyday heroes such as
Gail Gibson, a New Orleans nurse whose bravery helped save lives
during Hurricane Katrina.
The Live Like A
Hero gallery showcases
teachers, students, police officers, firefighters
and other ordinary citizens who use their voices
and talents to advocate
for positive change. 321
Chestnut Street, (215)
925-2800, libertymuseum.org
The President’s
House: Freedom and
Slavery in the Making of
a New Nation marks the
structural fragments of
the residences of Presidents Washington and
Adams. This is the site
where the country’s first
president enslaved nine
Africans, including Oney
“Ona” Judge, who escaped to freedom, despite
Washington’s efforts to
capture her.
The open-air
Independence National
Historical Park site, on
the same block as the
Liberty Bell Center, invites visitors to learn
about the events that
transpired through illustrated glass panels and

The booms of
fireworks are already
resonating
throughout Ohio communities
ahead of Independence
Day.
But officials
say not only are most
fireworks illegal in
Ohio, they are also very
dangerous.
An estimated
13,000 people were
treated in the nation’s
emergency rooms last
year for fireworksrelated injuries - most
during the one-month
period surrounding the
Fourth of July.
Chief Deputy
State Fire Marshal Bill
Spurgeon notes nearly
half of the injuries involve young adults or
children.
“Fingers,
hands, eye injuries those are common,
and we want to avoid

that,” he says. “Go to
a licensed professional
exhibit; leave this up to
the professionals. And
if you are going to use
these trick and novelty
devices absolutely under the supervision of
an adult with reading
the label carefully, having a bucket of cold water.”
While trick and
novelty devices - like
sparklers and snaps - are
permitted, it’s a different story for bottle rockets and roman candles.
While sold in Ohio,
those and other consumer-grade fireworks
must be taken out of the
state within 48 hours of
purchase.
Trick and novelty fireworks are also
dangerous, says Spurgeon, noting sparklers
can set clothing on fire
and cause serious burns.

“These are attractive to children
and they get hot, up
to 1,800 degrees,” he
notes. “And we really feel strongly you
should have a bucket
of cool water available
to immerse those, once
they’re done with their
display. And if someone should get in contact, you should have a
source to cool that area
immediately.”
This session,
the Ohio House passed
legislation to legalize
the use of consumer
fireworks, while allowing local communities
to restrict the times and
dates of use, or ban fireworks altogether.
House Bill 226
is now before the Senate
Government Oversight
and Reform Committee. Forty-six states and
D.C. allow for use of
these types of fireworks.

By JENEA ROBINSON

Beware of fireworks hazzards

video re-enactments, and
then partake in silent reflection. 6th & Market
Streets, (215) 965-2305,
nps.gov/inde
Wa s h i n g t o n
Square, one of city planner William Penn’s five
original parks, was once
known as Congo Square.
A wayside in the cityblock park describes activities of three centuries
ago, when free and enslaved Africans gathered
at the then potter’s field
during holidays and fairs
to celebrate traditions
of their homelands. 6th
street between Walnut &
Locust Streets, nsp.gov/
inde
Mother Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church,
founded by Bishop Richard Allen in 1794, sits on
the oldest parcel of land
continuously owned by
African-Americans, and
is the mother church of
the nation’s first Black
denomination.
Today, Mother
Bethel is a church, museum and archive. The
congregation worships
weekly.
The museum
houses the tomb of Bishop Richard Allen and
artifacts dating to the
1600s, tracing the history of the AME Church.
Reservations required for
daily museum tour. 419

S. 6th Street, (215) 9250616, motherbethel.org
St. George’s United
Methodist Church welcomed Black worshippers and licensed Richard Allen and Absalom
Jones as its first AfricanAmerican Methodist lay
preachers before other
local African-American
churches formed.
In 1787, a dispute over segregated
seating policies led to a
walkout and the creation
of African Episcopal
Church of St. Thomas
and Mother Bethel AME
Church. St. George’s
now works on amends
for previous racial injustices.
Portraits, items
of worship, manuscripts
and other artifacts are
on display in the original
building, open Tuesday
through Friday. 235 N.
4th Street, (215) 9257788, historicstgeorges.
org
Historical
Markers capture the stories of people, places
and events that shaped
the country throughout
the Historic District—
and the entire city and
state. The blue signs act
as mini-history lessons
about notables.
There are markers for the Free African
Society (6th & Lombard
Streets), an organiza-

tion that fostered identity, leadership and unity
among Black people;
James Forten (336 Lombard Street), a wealthy
sailmaker who employed
multi-racial craftsmen
and championed reform
causes; The Pennsylvania Slave Trade (211 S.
Columbus Boulevard,
outside Independence
Seaport Museum), site
where African people,
first enslaved by Dutch
and Swedes, later purchased and enslaved
by William Penn, other
Quakers and merchants,
landed in Philadelphia;
London Coffee House
(Front & Market Streets),
a circa 1754 shop where
carriages, food, horses—and enslaved African-Americans—were
bought and sold over
coffee; Joseph and Amy
Cassey (4th Street between Chestnut & Market Streets), a prominent African-American
couple that founded
intellectual and benevolent societies for Black
people;
Pennsylvania
Abolition Society (Front
Street between Walnut
& Chestnut Streets), the
first American abolition
society; Pennsylvania
Hall (6th Street between
Race & Arch Streets), a
meeting place for abolitionists that was burned
to the ground three days

after it first opened; and
Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society (5th &
Arch Streets), organized
by Quaker abolitionist
Lucretia Mott. Of special
note is a marker located
in the heart of a neighborhood once known as
the Seventh Ward, home
to Philadelphia’s largest and oldest AfricanAmerican community.
Here, scholar, activist
and NAACP co-founder
W. E. B. Du Bois lived
while collecting data for
his seminal 1899 study,
The Philadelphia Negro
(6th & Rodman Streets).
pahistoricalmarkers.com
Once Upon A
Nation’s
Storytelling
Benches at 13 locations
around Philadelphia’s
Historic District offer
people of all ages a free
perch and professionally
told story. Engaging storytellers regale their audiences with tales of the
well-known and not-sowell-known people who
shaped America’s history. Among the real-life
characters are Ona Judge,
an enslaved woman who
escaped from George
Washington’s Philadelphia home to find freedom in New Hampshire;
iconic reformer, author,
statesman and abolitionist Frederick Douglass;
James Forten, who heard
the Declaration of Inde-

pendence read aloud for
the first time when he
was nine and went on to
become a leader in his
African-American community; and Caroline
LeCount, who, nearly
100 years before Rosa
Parks, successfully won
the right for all people
to ride in Philadelphia’s
street cars. Benches are
open from Memorial
Day through Labor Day.
Maps of the bench locations are available at the
Independence
Visitor
Center. 6th & Market
Streets, (215) 629-4026,
historicphiladelphia.org
Philadelphia’s
Historic District campaign, from VISIT
PHILADELPHIA®,
showcases the city’s incomparable place in early American history and
the still vibrant neighborhoods of Old City, Society Hill and the Delaware River Waterfront.
The campaign celebrates
America’s most historic
square mile in the country’s first World Heritage
City, as designated by the
Organization of World
Heritage Cities. Funded
by The Pew Charitable
Trusts, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s
Department of Community and Economic
Development and H.F.
(Gerry) Lenfest, the initiative runs through September 2018.

After allegedly
overspending on everything from pens to
lavish trips and accepting questionable deals
from lobbyists, government ethics and watchdog groups say Scott
Pruitt’s resignation as
Environmental Protection Agency administrator is long overdue.
During
his
one-year tenure, Pruitt
was seen by conservatives as one of President Donald Trump’s
most effective Cabinet
members, working re-

lentlessly to dismantle
Obama-era regulations
aimed at reducing pollution.
S t e p h e n
Spaulding, chief of
strategy for the group
Common Cause, said
Pruitt’s questionable
past was widely known.
His group had urged
Congress to delay the
confirmation
when
Pruitt withheld documents revealing corporate influence in his
decisions as Oklahoma
attorney general.
“He was clear-

ly unfit for the position
of public trust that he
was in as administrator of the EPA,” said
Spaulding. “I think we
were extremely troubled that the majority in
Congress really refused
to hold him accountable
and, in our view, were
complicit.”
Spaulding
shared similar reservations about Andrew
Wheeler, a former coalcompany lobbyist and
now EPA deputy administrator, who will take
Pruitt’s place as acting

administrator on Monday. Pruitt expressed no
regrets in a letter submitted to media outlets
on Thursday.
Environmental groups predict the
Trump administration
will continue its pattern
of appointing the least
likely candidate to head
the agency. Kara CookSchultz, director of U.S.
PIRG’s (Public Interest
Research Group) toxics program, thinks the
president should take
time to really understand the purpose of the

EPA.

The Migratory
Bird Treaty Act turns
100 this week, leading
conservation groups to
dub 2018 the “Year of
the Bird” – and to ask
the Trump administration to live up to the
spirit of the law.
The
MBTA
made it illegal to pursue, hunt, take or capture migratory birds.
Last December, the
U.S. Interior Department rescinded Obamaera guidelines about
prosecuting companies
that cause bird deaths.
Then the DOI issued a

new legal opinion, saying companies may not
be prosecuted for unintentional bird deaths, or
an “incidental take.”
Bob Dreher,
senior vice president
for conservation with
Defenders of Wildlife
says the new guidelines
amount to a license to
kill.
“The new administration’s
position, which is that the
act just doesn’t cover
industrial ‘take’ at all,
gives these industries
just a free hand,” says
Dreher. “They don’t

have to do anything in
order to avoid the killing of migratory birds,
even though they know
that it will occur from
what they’re doing, and
even though there may
be reasonable and costeffective things they
could do to avoid killing
birds.”
The government used the MBTA
to prosecute BP for the
Deepwater Horizon oil
rig explosion in 2010
and the Exxon Valdez
spill in 1989. A Trump
administration spokesman said the Obama-

era guidelines “criminalized all actions that
killed migratory birds,
whether purposeful or
not,” and called the new
rules “a victory over the
regulatory state.”
Dreher says
taking protective action
to avoid bird deaths is
a simple matter – like
adding nets to oil waste
ponds to keep birds
from landing on what
they think is a water
source.
“When they
land on those oil pits
or oil tanks, they immediately get immersed

in oil and they die in
the pit,” says Dreher.
“And there can be tens
of thousands of birds
that will get killed in a
single large oil pit or oil
tank.”
Several conservation groups have filed
suit to challenge the administration’s actions.
Public records show
that oil companies spent
almost a half-million
dollars last year lobbying the Trump administration to revise the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Ohio is doing
better at improving the
lives of children, according to the new 2018
KIDS COUNT Data
Book.
However, the
report also warns progress could be undermined by a 2020 census
under-count.
The
annual
snapshot of child wellbeing includes an estimate that 100,000
Ohio children live in
areas deemed by the
U.S. Census Bureau as
“hard-to-count.”
Children’s De-

fense Fund Ohio Executive Director Tracy Najera said if children are
missed, the state could
lose out on funding that
provides critical supports for a healthy start
in life.
“Programs
like education, school
lunches, Head Start,
Medicaid, SNAP and
CHIP; the list goes on,”
Najera explained. “Just
in Ohio, we receive
about $5.4 billion from
the federal government
for the top 10 federal
programs that benefit
children.”

The Data Book
shows progress for
Ohio’s kids in the areas
of health, education,
economic well-being
and family and community. It ranks the state
25th nationally overall.
Najera noted
the risks of an undercount extend beyond
Ohio’s cities.
“This year’s
census, some of it will
be online. And when
you think about accessibility to the internet, it’s
spotty at best in some of
our counties in the Appalachian region. So,

we need to think about
what are some ways
we can mitigate these
risks,” she added.
Laura Speer,
the Casey Foundation’s
associate director of
policy reform and advocacy, said the census
needs to fully fund state
and local outreach, and
broaden the group of
people and organizations who can reach
hard-to-count areas and
encourage participation.
“There is a lot
of fear of whether or not
the information in the
census might be used

against families,” Speer
said. “So, it’s important
to make sure that groups
like childcare providers, churches, schools
and libraries are places
where people feel safe
to fill out the census
form.”
The
report
notes the under-count
of young children has
worsened with each
census since 1980, and
in 2010 had a national
under-count of one million children under age
five.

EPA head Pruitt resigned under toxic cloud

“Scott Pruitt
has failed in the EPA
mission to protect human health and the environment, and Americans are less safe today
than they should be,
due to his poor decisions and leadership,”
Cook-Schultz said. Like
President Trump, Pruitt
voiced skepticism about
mainstream climate science. Andrew Wheeler
also doubts that humans
are a primary cause of
the rapid increase in climate change.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act hopes to protect birds

Kids Count data book to improve 2020 census
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Masjid Bilal and the Midwest region Catholic Focolare hold meeting
Masjid Bilal
and the Midwest region
leadership of the Catholic Focolare met on Saturday, June 23 at Masjid
Bilal, 7401 Euclid Ave.,
to exchange updates on
our current activities
and discuss our collective history on a national
level.
The Focolare
is going through a consolidation effort and
their leadership came to
Cleveland to see how
their Ohio group works
in an interfaith environment which will assist
them in determining their
final regional location.
The Focolare
Movement began in
1943 in Italy as “a current of spiritual and social renewal” within the
Catholic Church. Focolare (Italian for “hearth”)
was started by a woman
named Chiara Lubich
with a focus on the universal brotherhood of
man and ecumenical unity.
Lubich had her
idea of Focolare after
meditating after Mass on
John 17:21: “That all of
them may be one.”
Early on, the
Focolare
Movement
was comprised of a
group of women who
lived together in Trent,
Italy. When World War
II ended, many of these
women moved to various
other cities to spread the
movement, largely within the Roman Catholic
Church.
Focolare currently claims to have
approximately 120,000
adherents in 194 nations.
Most of the members are

Catholic, but the organization also claims members of other faiths, including Anglicans, Jews,
Muslims,
Buddhists,
Hindus, and Sikhs. Further, the movement includes a section of its
work dedicated to “persons of no religious affiliation,” such as agnostics
and atheists.
The Focolare
Movement
promotes
Marian theology. Chiara
Lubich sometimes referred to her organization
as “the Work of Mary”
with the idea that the
Focolarini were bringing
Jesus to the world, just as
Mary did.
Focolare sees
Mary as the agent of unification: “In the likeness
of Mary, this Movement
is like her mantle, that
gathers in all the different expressions of the
Church and of humanity,
because it has received
from God the gift of
making them into family.
This gift, this charism,
makes the Movement resemble, precisely, Mary
in her maternal and unifying role.”
The goal of the
Focolare Movement is to
“live out the gospel” in
order to overcome all divisions and see the world
live in peace.
This is a noble
goal, and all Christians
should seek to live by the
principles of the gospel
of Jesus Christ.
However, Focolare is not
about evangelizing the
world or seeking converts to Jesus Christ; it is
about bringing together
everyone who believes
in “God,” whether or not

A group from Masjid Bilal and the Midwest region leadership of
the Catholic Focolare met on Saturday, June 23 to exchange updates on their current
activities and discuss their collective history on a national level. (ESDN Photo by Omar

Quadir)

they accept Jesus (see
John 14:1). But faith in
a generically defined
“God” is no virtue (see
James 2:19).
Focolare
is
about seeking peace not
on the basis of shared
faith in Christ but on the
basis of common humanity (see Jeremiah 6:14). It
is about exalting Mary as
the universal mother. It is
about promoting Catholicism even as it dialogues
with other world religions; it has been unofficially affiliated with Catholicism since its start,
and officially since 1990.
True Christian
unity is built upon the
truths of the Bible, including salvation through
Jesus Christ alone. Jesus
made the exclusive claim
to be the way, the truth,
and the life and said that
no one can come to the
Father except through
Him (John 14:6).
The apostles
taught there is no other
name under heaven by
which people must be
saved (Acts 4:12). Be-

Participants from Masjid Bilal and the Midwest region leadership of
the Catholic Focolare met on Saturday, June 23 to exchange updates and share fellowship
at Masjid Bilal. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

cause the Focolare ways of salvation, it canMovement
embraces not be considered a biblireligions that hold to dif- cal Christian movement.
ferent gods and different
“Make every

effort to keep the unity
of the Spirit through the
bond of peace. There is
one body and one Spirit,

Blacks-only water fountains and not sitting on
the stools that we want
to in a diner,” says our
cover star.
The Black Hollywood issue also features a glimpse at the
new generation of rising
stars.
In
addition,
readers will get a serious
look at the opioid abuse
epidemic among African-Americans; Kerry
Washington details her
beauty regimen; and
we offer suggestions for
getting your summer
body together and the
best grooming products
for men before, during
and after workouts.
“The
Black
Hollywood issue is the
premier showcase for
African-American tal-

ent in Hollywood. It
honors the previously
celebrated, the unrecognized and the new
and young rising stars,
such as our cover feature, the multitalented
and multilayered Omari
Hardwick,” says EBONY Media Operations
Chairman
Emeritus
Linda Johnson Rice.
“This issue also aims
to shed light on the opioid drug crisis plaguing
Black America.”
For more with
Hardwick and behindthe-scenes content, visit
ebony.com/InsideEbony.

Ebony honors actor Omari Hardwick with cover

EBONY magazine releases its July/
August issue, featuring
OMARI HARDWICK
on the cover.
In the accompanying exclusive
interview, the athleteturned-actor
admits
that initially, he almost
turned down his starring
role in the Starz crime
drama Power.
Hardwick also
dishes on his road to
stardom—including
odd jobs and homelessness—the help he received from an A-list
celebrity and speaking
up on Black injustices.
“I don’t necessarily know if there’s
ever really been a
‘now’ versus ‘then.’ …
Sometimes, it still feels
like we’re back at the

Music Director Franz Welser-Most
decided to end the
Cleveland Orchestra’s
100th
Anniversary
Season by honoring
the composer who arguably has had the
most influence on classical music, Ludwig
van Beethoven.
He entitled
the compilation, the
Prometheus Project,
named for the Greek
mythological figure
that
surreptitiously
brought fire, a provenance of the Olympian
gods, as a gift to mankind.
Welser-Most
scheduled Beethoven’s
Nine Symphonies on
different performance
days - two per date, except for the epic Ninth
Symphony. Each performance also included one of Beethoven’s
shorter works that
would augment the
longer work(s) heard
that day. Welser-Most
also
painstakingly
wrote the program
notes to accompany
the massive endeavor.
Following
performances at Severance Hall, the Orchestra went on tour to perform the Prometheus
Project in Vienna and
Japan.
The opening
performance fittingly
began with the Overture to “The Creatures
of Prometheus,” fol-

lowed by Symphony
No. 1 and Symphony
No. 3. The bold notes
of the Overture proved
an appropriate stepping off point to embark on Symphony
No. 1. The gifted talent
of Beethoven was obvious even in his first
symphonic composition. Instead of following those that came
before him, Beethoven
was putting his personal stamp on this genre
of music. His slower
passages in earlier
building movements
effortlessly
transitioned to forceful ones
in a more energetic finale.
Symphony No. 3
(“Eroica”) closed the
first program. It was
written by Beethoven
to pay homage to the
heroic ideals of an
early Napoleon, who
embodied the notion
of the people coming
to power. Unfortunately, as history showed,
Napoleon
became
power hungry as he
went on to try to conquer all of Europe, and
Beethoven renounced
his admiration for
the French Dictator/
Emperor. (Perhaps he
transferred his dedication to the Duke of
Wellington, the eventual conqueror of Napoleon.)
The early dissonance in the symphony builds tension and
the heroicism is fully
commemorated in the

Scherzo.
A theme from
the Overture to “The
Creatures of Prometheus” is noticeable
in the Finale, illustrating how Welser-Most
was tying together his
ideas for the whole
Project. The Orchestra
received thunderous
applause.
In the final installment of the Prometheus
Project,
Beethoven’s Grosse
Fuge was paired with
his most famous
work, Symphony No.
9 (“Choral”), whose
“Ode to Joy” melody
has been exploited,
via changed lyrics,
in everything from
Church music to commercials. The Grosse
Fuge, which WelserMost has conducted
numerous times, was
performed with little
trouble, despite the
difficulty of the work.
The fragmented passages, with notes that
come with no previous introduction, were
woven together by the
conductor’s skill and
the Orchestra’s expertise.
Symphony
No. 9 is a sure crowd
pleaser because in it,
Beethoven exhibited
clear genius.
Essentially it’s
a composer authoring a work that is the
height of mankind’s
musical achievement.
Welser-Most kept his
charges on tempo and

the work was presented expertly. Violins,
woodwinds, indeed
all Orchestra facets,
blended flawlessly.
In the Choral Finale,
base Dashon Burton
intoned the famous
“The Ode to Joy”
opening words, and
tenor Norbert Ernst,
soprano Erin Wall, and

EBONY magazine releases its July/August issue, featuring OMARI HARDWICK on the cover.
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just as you were called to God and Father of all,
one hope when you were who is over all”
World peace is a
called; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one laudable goal.\

Call (216) 721-1674 -www.eastsidedailynews.com
2018

mezzo-soprano Jennifer
Johnston followed, along
with the accomplished
Cleveland
Orchestra
Chorus. Lisa Wong, who
recently had been named
Director of Choruses,
had the Chorus singing
up a storm. The audience was taken on a rapturous audio journey it

would not soon forget.
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Having The Cleanest Home
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Put 54 Years of Experience To Work For You
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Masjid Bilal held 35 anniversary celebration
Masjid Bilal,
7401 Euclid Ave.,
recently held its 35th
anniversary dinner .
Cleveland
Ward 7 City Councilman Basheer Jones,
the first Muslim
councilman elected
in Cleveland, was
the guest speaker.

Masjid Bilal meeting place in the one enjoyed the celWhen Masjid
Founder, the Mohammed and was der the leadership of
has
been
a central community. Every- ebration.
Bilal opened on June late Imam W. Deen put completed un- Imam Clyde Raham.
3, 1983, it became
the first mosque built
from the groud up in
Greater Cleveland
and the first mosque
built by a predominately African American congregation in
the United States.
Attendees at the 35th Celebration of Masjid
Bilal, l to r: Omar Quadir, Sarah Shorrod, Jamal Basim,
and Mayra Basim. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Hasan Abdul Alm and Monica Malik enjoyed
the celebrations for the 35th Anniverary of Masjid Bilal.
(ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Questions about Masjid Bilal

Cleveland Ward 7 City Councilman Basheer
Jones, the first Muslim councilman elected in Cleveland,
was the guest speaker at the 35th Anniversary of Masjid
Bilal. (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Many Americans know very little
about Islam. For those in
the Cleveland community, here are some frequently asked questions
about Masjid Bilal:
What does the name

16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

(216) 417-0904

Great Service At A Great Location
Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today
Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair

*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses

* We Clean Timberland Boots

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags,

purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Shoerepairsonline.com

Masjid Bilal mean?
The name Masjid is the Arabic name
for house of worship.
Bilal was an Ethiopian
slave chosen by Prophet Muhammad to recite
the call to prayer. We
feel Bilal’s life mirrors
the life of the African
American from slavery
to his rise to prominence in the Islamic
world.
When
was
Masjid Bilal built?
The
Masjid
was built in 1983. 60%
of the construction of
the building was done
by the membership.
Through donations and
hard work Masjid Bilal
is the first Mosque to be
built from the ground
up in the United States
by an African American
community.
Why was the
building built sideways?
Some believe
Muslims pray to the
east, but in reality we
pray in the direction of
the Ka’bah. The Ka’bah
is located in Mecca,
Saudi Arabia. Depending on your location in
the world that direction could be east, west,
north or south. The
Masjid was built in the
direction of the Ka’bah
so when you enter the
front doors of the Masjid you are facing the
direction of prayer.
Is Masjid Bilal
a part of the Nation of
Islam?
Masjid Bilal
was originally a part
of the Nation of Islam
under the leadership of
the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad and known
as Muhammadâ€™s
Temple #18. After the
passing of Elijah Muhammad we continued
to follow the leadership
of his son W. Deen Mohammed. After relocating and constructing
our new Masjid it was
Imam W.Deen Mohammed who chose the
name Bilal for our Masjid.
Who is Imam
W. Deen Mohammed?
Imam W. Deen
Mohammed is the
son of Elijah Muhammad and succeeded his
leadership of the Nation of Islam in 1975.
Imam Mohammed was
a renowned leader and
teacher of the Islamic
faith and transformed
the Nation of Islam
from a Black Nationalist group into a respected Muslim community
recognized through out
the world.

If I visit the
Masjid will I have to
dress like a Muslim?
No, but like
most religious institutions modesty in dress
is always best.
Who is Clyde
Rahman?
Clyde Rahman
was the Imam of Masjid Bilal from 1978 till
his passing in 2008. It
was the vision of Imam
W.Deen Mohammed
that a Masjid be built
that reflects the African
American life style. It
was Imam Clyde Rahman who carried out
that vision as project
director for the building
of Masjid Bilal.
Who is currently the Imam of
Masjid Bilal?
Imam Shafeeq
Sabir became the Imam
after the passing of
Imam Clyde Rahman in
2008.

Celebrating the 35th Anniverary of Masjid Bilal
were, l to r: Imam Ahmed Saeed, Justine Nurriddin,Gwen
Hinton, Nina Muhammad, and Imam Shafeeq Sabir.
(ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)
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