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Toys For Tots event to be held

Happy New
Year
Celebrate
Kwanzaa!

Kid’s
Corner
Kid’s Corner

McHale

...
MLK
DayTots
celebration
be held
held
Toys For
event totobe

Jude Alexander McHale:
Jude is almost 14 months old. He
loves watching his big sister and
trying to run. He giggles at puppets
and Mickey Mouse. He also likes to
go on afternoon walks with Mom
and Dad.

The FriendsMinistries
of Zack Reed
will sponsor
its 22nd
Intrafaith
of Lorain
County
will
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity
present
an intergenerational, multicultural, and inFashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the
terreligious
Dr.Beverages
Martin Luther
needy children“Celebration
of Northeast of
Ohio.
will beKing
pro-Healing
Wounded”
on Monday,
JanuaryAlec
18
vided withthe
admission.
Celebrities
invited include:
from
1:00-3:00
N.
Blackmon,
Andrea p.m.at
Vecchio,God’s
TiffanyKingdom,
Tarpley, and1671
Vanessa
Whiting,
Esq. Lorain.
Doors open
Admission the
is $10
at
Ridge
Road,
Dueatto6pm.
the pandemic,
comthe
door
with
a
new,
unopened
toy
for
donation
(or
$20
memoration will be virtual.
without a toy).
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“COVERING THE NEWS TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW”

White, Confederate flag waving, Trump mob ransacked the Capitol
About 100 protesters
were arrested in Cleveland this
summer following protests over
the police killing of George Floyd,
In Washington, D.C.,
following rioters storming the
Capitol building, about 52 people
were arrested, mostly for violations relating to a 6:00 p.m. curfew imposed by D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser.
President Elect Biden
said that “No one can tell me that
if it had been a group of Black
Lives Matter protesting yesterday, they wouldn’t have been
treated very, very differently than
the mob of thugs that stormed the
Capitol. We all know that’s true,
and it is unacceptable.”
While the Trump supporters were allowed to go back
to their hotels, the protesters in
Cleveland were charged with
breaking and entering, aggravated
rioting and failing to comply with
police orders for incidents of vandalism and looting, while a few
are accused of throwing rocks at
officers. No one was charged with
inciting violence.
The disparity in the treatment of the Trump rioters versus
the Black Lives Matter protesters,

not just in Cleveland, but in D.C.
has to be addressed.
While supporters of President Trump checked out of their
hotels in Washington on Thursday
morning, sharing feelings of sadness, anger, defensiveness and
paranoia with one another, residents of the nation’s capital said
they were glad to see them leave
after a day of terror.
An African American
longtime resident and federal employee said he had to stay in and
watch the chaos on television..
“As a brown person, I
wasn’t allowed to go out. I watched
it on television. It’s really unbelievable that something like that could
happen. When the BLM protests
were going on, we saw so much
more police presence. I don’t know
or understand what happened yesterday.”
Just one day after ransacking the Capitol building in an
incident in which one officer died
along with 4 rioters, Trump rioters
packed their cars or ordered rides
to the airport to go home. None
seemed to have remorse or understand that there will be consequences for their criminal actions.

Some East Cleveland
leaders and city community activists are calling for a full investigation and greater discipline to be
imposed on a city police supervisor who shot and killed Vincent
Belmonte, 18, on January 6.
Police bodycam video
and multiple sources confirmed
Sgt.. Larry McDonald shot and
killed Belmonte. Police justify the
shooting by saying that Belmonte
turned toward police and reached
for a gun as he ran from a stolen

car. Really, he was running away.
The Bureau of Criminal
Investigation is looking into whether the case was handled properly by
police.
But how can the public
believe anything that McDonald
says or his fellow officers who
have covered up his wrong-doing
for years?
East Cleveland City
Council Vice President Juanita
Gowdy and Black on Black Crime
Inc. President Al Porter want to

Don’t Forget To Turn
Your Clock Forward

A full-blown riot was set-off within the chambers of Congress by
Trump, his sons, and lawyer Rudolph Guliani as they ransacked the building
and wandered the Hall of Congress carrying Trump and Confederate flags.
Five people died in the incident, including an officer.

During the full-blown riot
within the chambers of Congress
set-off by Trump, his sons, and lawyer Rudolph Guliani earlier that day,
Trump tweeted that he loved them
and that they were “very special.”
Trump’s Twitter account
was suspended for hours because of
his inciting the rioters.
After calls to invoke the
25th Amendment to remove Trump
and Democrats beginning the process
of impeaching Trump for a second

time, Trump released the following statement: ”America is
and must always be a nation of
law and order. The demonstrators who infiltrated the Capitol
have defiled the seat of American democracy,” said Trump,
who faces growing calls from
lawmakers for his impeachment. “To those who engaged in
the acts of violence and destruction, you do not represent our
country. And to those who broke
the law, you will pay.”

know why Sgt. McDonald’s police
body camera powered down just moments before the shooting.
He has had constant, numerous complaints down through the
years.” When you have questions of
the body cam being turned off, now
you have a real problem with the
same officer.”
They also pointed to citizens complaints filed against McDonald for alleged misconduct and
use of force, and said the Mayor
and Police Chief should have taken
greater disciplinary measures against
Sgt. McDonald.
McDonald used his position
to take advantage of a young woman.
According to reports “McDonald,
“ripped up a citation for a woman,
pending that she would go on a date
with him.” Does the MeToo Movement not stand with the women of
East Cleveland?
Did McDonald have a
‘throw down’ that is a gun that is

planted on the victim to justify
the police shooting? Were Belmonte’s finger prints on the gun?
Will BCI check these
details or let another officer get
away without any consequences
for the murder of a young black
man.
According to Al Porter, Jr. of Black on Black Crime,
Inc., let 2021 be the year of justice. Let the hundreds of black
families who have lost loved
ones due to police misconduct
and brutality receive the justice
that they have been denied.

Security in Washington, D.C. when Black Lives Matter protested
this summer against police butality following the deaths of George Floyd and
Breonna Taylor. President Elect Biden said that “No one can tell me that if
it had been a group of Black Lives Matter protesting yesterday, they wouldn’t
have been treated very, very differently than the mob of thugs that stormed the
Capitol. We all know that’s true, and it is unacceptable.”

Another young unarmed black man killed by police

Gasoline prices drop during holidays
The majority of
American motorists are seeing stability at the pump this
week, despite the fact that
Hurricane Delta made landfall in Louisiana as a category
2 hurricane over the weekend.
While gasoline refineries are reporting operations
have resumed, the Bureau of
Safety and Environmental
Enforcement reports that approximately 91% of oil production in the Gulf of Mexico is currently offline. As of
Monday morning, inspections
are underway, and production is expected to resume this
week.
In a typical year, a
hurricane season like the one
experienced this year would
have caused gas prices to
spike. But, 2020 is not a typical year. Low U.S. gasoline

demand and large supply has
helped contain any impact to
local gas prices.
The Energy Information Administration’s (EIA)
weekly report measures current gasoline supply at 226.7
million barrels. That is a decrease of 1.7 million barrels
from the week prior, though
the drop is likely attributed to
high export numbers.
At the close of Friday’s formal trading session,
West Texas Intermediate decreased by 59 cents to settle at
$40.60. Crude prices dropped
due to market concern about
increasing coronavirus infections worldwide, which could
lower crude demand. For this
week, crude prices could decline further if demand concerns continue to worry the
market.

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

01-08-21)
(01-08-21)
(01-01-20)
01-08-21)

Regular
$1.91
$1.39
$2.48
$1.97

Byrd-Bennett on home arrest; misappropriated $22.5 million
Disgraced
former
Chicago Public Schools CEO
Barbara Byrd-Bennett landed
in prison for steering $22.5
million in no-bid deals to her
friends
CPS’s inspector gen-

Jones to head council

Cuyahoga County Council
unanimously selected Councilman
Pernel Jones Jr. as council president.
Jones was among the
founding members of County Council when it was first established in
2010 and replaces Dan Brady, who
retired at the end of 2020. Jones for
the past four years has served as
council’s vice president.
Jones represents Council
District 8, which includes portions
of the city of Cleveland, along with
Garfield Heights, Maple Heights,
Cuyahoga Heights and Newburgh
Heights.
Jones had no comment on
Cuyahoga County Executive Armond Budish announcing the appointment of Christopher Paul Viland as Cuyahoga County Sheriff.
Viland, did not meet the

A man holds a noose and another rioter holds a Bible as the rioters
stormed the Capitol building with Trump’s encouragement. No word on if these
individuals have been apprehended by police. Slaveholders claimed the Bible
was on their side, citing passages that commanded servants to obey. to justify
the horrors of beatings and rapes, separations and lynching.

Jones
basic qualifications for the
position. He was a former Solon police chief from 2011 to
2019.

eral now says in his annual report,
released this week, that ByrdBennett orchestrated schemes that
resulted in another $10.1 million
in public school contracts going to
her friends’ companies.
The findings come six
years after Byrd-Bennett abruptly
resigned.
She served as CEO of the
Cleveland schools from 1998 to
2006.
From 2009 to 2011, she
was the academic and accountability officer for the Detroit Public Schools system. She was hired
as the chief education advisor for
CPS in April 2012 and then named
CEO by Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel six months later.
Byrd-Bennett resigned
from CPS in 2015 amid a bribery
investigation, which led to her
pleading guilty to multiple charges.
In 2017, Byrd-Bennett
was sentenced to 4 1/2 years at
Federal Prison Camp, Alderson
in West Virginia. She was released from prison and placed on
home confinement in May 2020.
Byrd-Bennett, 71, got
out of prison in early May thanks

Byrd-Bennett
to a federal policy aimed at sparing nonviolent offenders from
the coronavirus.
In 2013, Byrd-Bennett
helped steer an eye-catching $20
million contract for principal
training to a company that had
employed her before she worked
at CPS and which promised to
take her back after she left the
Chicago school system.
During her tenure with
the Cleveland Metropolitan
School District, Byrd-Bennett’s
decisions were dentrimental for
the education of Cleveland’s
children. She destroyed the education of generations of students.
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VANTAGE POINT
Limbal's lens focuses on 24 hour daycare

Loira Limbal is
an Afro-Dominican filmmaker and DJ interested
in the creation of art that is
nuanced and revelatory for
communities of color. She
is the Senior Vice President of Programs at Firelight Media. Firelight is
committed to making films
about pivotal movements
and moments in the U.S.
Firelight's flagship program
- the Documentary Lab - is
a fellowship that provides
mentorship, funding, and
industry access to emerging
filmmakers of color.
Limbal’s current
film, Through the Night is a
feature documentary about

& Story Lab and was selected for world premiere at
the 2020 Tribeca Film Festival. Her first film, Estilo Hip
Hop, was a co-production of
ITVS and aired on PBS in
2009.
Additionally, she
co-produces and helms the
popular Brooklyn monthly
#APartyCalledRosiePerez.
Limbal received a B.A. in
History from Brown University and is a graduate of
the Third World Newsreel's
Film and Video Production
Limbal
Training Program.
a 24 hour daycare center.
She is a Sundance
Through the Night was part
Institute Fellow and a forof the 2019 Sundance Edit

mer Ford Foundation Justfilms/Rockwood Fellow.
She lives in the Bronx with
her two children.
Through
The
Night is a cinema verité
portrait of three working
NY mothers whose lives intersect at a 24-hour daycare
center: a mother working
the overnight shift as an essential worker at a hospital;
another holding down three
jobs to support her family;
and a woman who for over
two decades has cared for
the children of parents with
nowhere else to turn.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Finding the right Long-term plan

By NATHANIEL SILLIN

You may already
be aware of what long-term
care is, whether it’s through
personal experience caregiving for a loved one who
needs daily assistance, or
knowing a family member
or friend who requires more
support as they age. As you
learn more about long term
care, consider the possibility
that you may need this type
of care in the future and start
planning for it today.
Did you know that
70% percent1 of Americans
older than age 65 will need
long term care at some point
in their lives? This means
personal care and other related services provided on
an extended basis to people
who need help with everyday
activities or supervision due
to a severe cognitive impairment, such as Alzheimer’s
disease. Because long term
care is not typically covered
by health or other types of
traditional insurance, it’s
most often provided at home
by adult children, other fam-

ily members, and friends.
Caregiving can be stressful,
and often takes a toll on a
caregiver’s health and wellbeing.
For this reason, you
may want to research standalone long term care insurance like the coverage that
is offered under the Federal
Long Term Care Insurance
Program (FLTCIP). Designed
specifically for the federal
family, the FLTCIP provides
insurance coverage that reimburses for long term care
in places like a nursing home,
an assisted living facility, or
at home. Purchasing coverage
under the FLTCIP may help
to protect your savings and
assets as well as remain independent in the event you ever
need long term care.
There’s no one-sizefits-all when it comes to long
term care insurance, and it’s
no secret that planning for
your future care can be overwhelming. The FLTCIP’s
new Guided Planner was designed to simplify the process
of building a FLTCIP plan
that’s right for you. When
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choosing a plan, consider the
role your family may play in
providing your care, the cost
of care where you live or plan
to retire, and how your coverage may contribute to your
broader financial goals. The
Guided Planner will guide
you through these key considerations:
Cost of care: Compare the national average cost
of long term care with other
locations in the United States.
You can choose where you
live, or plan to retire.
Care options: Learn
more about different care options, such as home care, assisted living facilities, and
nursing homes, as well as the
associated costs.
Inflation protection:
Understand the impact of
inflation on the cost of care
over time and see examples
of how the FLTCIP’s inflation
protection options can help.
The FLTCIP Guided
Planner will help you build
a plan based on three benefit
choices. These, along with
your age, will help you determine your coverage and premium:
daily benefit amount
benefit period
inflation protection
The need for long
term care can happen to anyone at any time. It can be because of an extended illness
such as cancer, a disabling
event such as a stroke, a
chronic disease such as multiple sclerosis or Alzheimer's,
or a permanently disabling

automobile or sporting accident.
In many cases,
however, people need long
term care due to aging. As
we live longer, into our
80s, 90s, and even beyond,
health conditions that we've
managed successfully for
years may become worse.
We may lose our ability to
function independently on a
day-to-day basis.
Long term care is
care that you need if you
can no longer perform everyday tasks by yourself
due to chronic illness, injury, disability, or the aging process. It isn't care
that is intended to cure you;
it's ongoing care that you
might need for the rest of
your life. This means you
may need help with activities of daily living, such
as bathing, dressing, continence, eating, toileting, and
transferring.
Long term care
also includes the supervision you might need due to
a severe cognitive impairment (such as Alzheimer's
disease)., resulting in the
Visit LTCFEDS.
com to learn more about the
Guided Planner and build a
plan that’s right for you.
Nathaniel Sillin
directs Visa’s financial education programs. To follow
Practical Money Skills on
Twitter: www.twitter.com./
PracticalMoney.
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YOUR HEALTH

Eye check-ups are important for general health

When ophthalmologist Ruth Williams,
MD, opened her office
after shutting down early
in 2020 due to the pandemic, she was surprised
to see how many people
had developed serious
eye problems in just a few
months.
Preventive care
is especially important in
eye care because many
common eye diseases can
rob you of your good vision before you notice
signs of trouble.
“Far too often, we
witness the consequences
of patients entering the
ophthalmologist’s office
too late to avoid severe
vision loss,” said Dr. Williams, a glaucoma specialist at the Wheaton Eye
Clinic in the Chicago suburbs. “Protecting vision is
such a high value thing.”
The good news is
ophthalmologists—medical and surgical physicians trained to recognize
all the potential threats
to vision—have figured
out how to safely practice medicine in the era
of COVID. Dr. Williams
says most eye doctors
hope not to shutter their
offices again.
If the cost of an
eye exam is a concern, the
American Academy of
Ophthalmology’s EyeCare America program may
be able to help.
This
national
public service program
provides eyecare through
thousands of volunteer
ophthalmologists
for
eligible seniors 65 and
older, and those at increased risk for eye disease, mostly at no out-ofpocket cost to the patient.
As one EyeCare America
patient said, “Because of
your program, my vision
will be saved. The doctor was professional, and
the diagnosis was spot
on. EyeCare America is a
beautiful thing!”
The American
Academy of Ophthalmology recommends all
adults have a comprehensive eye exam by age 40,
and every year or two after age 65.

Other reasons to
see an ophthalmologist
include:
If you are experiencing new symptoms,
including blurry, wavy or
blank spots in your field
of vision.
If you injure your
eye, even if it seems minor. Damage to the eye is
not always obvious and
may require treatment.
If you get eye
injections for an existing eye disease and have
not done so during COVID-19. You should contact your ophthalmologist
now.
If you’ve put off
surgery, such as cataract
surgery, during COVID-19.You should contact
your ophthalmologist.
Safety
Procedures During COVID are
important.
Ophthalmologists have taken many
steps to create a safe environment during the pandemic. Your ophthalmologist is probably ready
for you. Here is what you
should expect to see:
The clinic is
likely to restrict the number of people who enter.
If you don’t need someone to be there with you,
don’t bring anyone to
your appointment.
The clinic may
ask you to wait outside or
in your car, instead of in
the normal waiting room.

Expect to see
hand sanitizer when you
enter the building and
in the waiting room and
exam rooms.
Expect to be
asked to wear a mask.
Chairs will be
spaced out to accommodate social distancing.
Cleaning
will
occur more frequently
throughout the clinic.
As usual, exam
rooms and equipment will
be thoroughly cleaned after every patient exits.
Expect to be
asked a series of questions to determine your
risk profile.
Expect someone
will take your temperature.
Your
ophthalmologist may use a special plastic breath shield
on the slit lamp machine
they use to look into your
eyes.
Your
eyecare
professionals may ask
you to wait to speak until after your eye exam is
complete. Then they can
talk with you and answer
questions when they can
be a safe distance from
you.
For more information regarding EyeCare America and to see if
you or someone you care
for qualify, visit www.
aao.org/eyecare-america.

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928
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Islam In The Community
What the Muslim community can expect from President Biden
According to the
Biden-Harris team, MuslimAmericans are essential to
the American fabric, and
working with Muslim-American communities is critical
to ensuring that MuslimAmericans are uplifted and
empowered, and that their issues of concern are addressed
within our democracy.
According to the
Biden-Harris team, “You
can’t define an American by
where their family comes
from, what they look like, or
what faith they follow. America is an idea–that all men
and women are created equal,
that everyone is entitled to
be treated with dignity. It’s
an idea that’s stronger than
any army and more powerful
than any dictator, and while
we’ve never perfectly lived
up to this idea, generation after generation of Americans
have opened wider the doors
of opportunity to include
more and more people.”
Muslim-Americans
are a diverse, vibrant part of
the United States, making
invaluable cultural and economic contributions to communities all across the nation. But they also face real
challenges and threats in our
society, including raciallymotivated violence and Islamophobia.
President-Elect
Biden will work closely with

Muslim-Americans to address the needs and legitimate concerns of the Muslim-American community.
He said from the moment
he launched his campaign
that we’re in a battle for the
soul of this nation–to prove
that we are not the country
Donald Trump thinks we are,
that we believe in treating
everyone with dignity and
respect, that we give hate no
safe harbor, that we demonize no one – not the poor, the
powerless, the immigrant,
the other. America should be
a welcoming beacon of hope,
where people of all backgrounds, cultures, and faiths
can live freely without fear or
intimidation.
President-elect
Biden knows how we treat
Muslim-Americans and prioritize issues affecting them
reflects who we are as nation.
As President, he will: protect Muslim-American constitutional and civil rights;
honor the diversity of Muslim-American communities;
ensure adequate healthcare;
create a safe learning environment; rebuild our economy with a more resilient,
more inclusive middle class;
and make communities safer.
On January 27,
2017, Donald Trump’s Administration launched an unAmerican attack on Muslims
and refugees with the hateful

goal of closing our nation off
to immigrants who are often fleeing the worst conflict
zones in the world, simply
because of their faith.
The Trump Administration’s anti-Muslim bias
hurts our economy and betrays our values. Prohibiting
Muslims from entering the
country is morally wrong, and
there is no intelligence or evidence that suggests it makes
our nation more secure. It is
yet another abuse of power
by the Trump Administration
designed to target primarily
black and brown immigrants.
Religious freedom
is a foundational principle of
this country. Protecting the
religious freedom of MuslimAmericans is vital to protecting that right for us all and
ensuring that America sets a
positive example for the rest
of the world.
As President, Joe
will rescind the Trump Administration’s Muslim Ban
on day one and urge Congress to pass the No Ban Act
to ensure future administrations cannot restore Trump’s
Ban.
He will also ensure
that all Americans will be
treated with the rights and
dignity that they are guaranteed under our Constitution.
Despite comprising only 1%
of the population, according
to FBI statistics, nearly 15%

A Look At My World

Red isn’t always the red I see
By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER couple of gifts to purchase,
and she had a shopping cart
It is not that I am full of gifts to buy.
We were just about
colorblind; I just am color
done
when
I remembered a
indifferent. Red and blue and
yellow are all the same to me. present I wanted to get, and
This, on many oc- I had completely forgotten
casions, has challenged the about it. So I asked my wife,
Gracious Mistress of the who was the chauffeur at the
Parsonage, who is very me- time, if she could stop at a
ticulous when it comes to de- store so that I could go in and
scribing anything or anyone. get my final Christmas gift.
In remodeling my I was almost exhausted, but
office at the parsonage my this was the end.
wife asked, “What color
She parked in the
would you like the walls to
parking lot, and as I got out, I
be painted?”
said, “I won’t be long.”
That sounds like a
I did not pay atgood question to ask but it’s
tention to the parking lot as
not any question to ask if you
I left the car and went into
know me.
“I don’t care about the store. I have no reason
the color. Whatever you think to check it out and evaluate
every vehicle on that parkis best is okay with me.”
Thinking I had ing lot. The only thing on my
solved the problem, I felt at mind was to go in, purchase
ease, but her response caused my gift, get out, back into the
me to realize the problem had car and go home.
I do know the car
not been solved.
“It’s your office,” my wife has is red. That’s
she said, “what color would about as far as I can go with
you like the walls to be paint- that. So, when I left the shoped?” With that, she looked ping store, I was looking for
at me with a very gregarious a red car.
smile, which is infectious to
It seemed like an
me.
effortless thing to do, but as
Knowing that she I looked up and down the
wouldn’t stop until she got an parking lot, there must’ve
answer from me I said, “Paint been thousands of red cars.
the walls purple.”
Not quite, but it seemed that
As far as I was conway. From my perspective,
cerned, it didn’t matter what
they all looked alike. I could
color the walls were. I wasn’t
not remember what kind of
going to be studying the walls
car my wife had, only that
when I was in my study.
Looking at me for it was red. The fact that I
a moment, she finally said, remembered it was red was
something.
“Okay, I’ll paint it white.”
I went to the first red
I’m beginning to
car,
there
was nobody there
learn how to solve problems
and
the
doors
were locked,
in our house.
so
I
went
to
several
others. I
Color doesn’t mean
could
not
find
the
Gracious
very much to me. When I get
dressed Sunday morning, my Mistress of the Parsonage. I
wife is very concerned that was almost tempted to phone
my tie matches my suit, and in a missing person’s alert;
my suit matches my shoes as perhaps the police could find
far as the color aspect is con- her better than me.
cerned.
I did have my cell
To me, the only
phone with me, and I thought
thing that counts is, does it
about calling her to find out
fit?
It finally came down where she was. But if I did, I
on me the other day. We were would have to live with that
doing our final shopping for for the rest of my life. You
Christmas, and I still had a know how that goes!

I decided to continue my search, and I looked at
one red car after another and
could not find her anywhere.
Perhaps I took too long shopping, and she got tired of
waiting and went home.
I’m thinking of putting a little white flag on the
top of her car’s antenna so
that I could at least find her
that way. But I had to find her
first.
Then I heard a horn
blow, and I looked down the
row, and there was a hand out
the window waving at me.
So, there she was in plain
view.
I was a little exasperated when I got to the car,
but then it got a little worse.
She was playing a joke on
me. As soon as I walked into
the store, she moved her car.
There was no possibility of
me finding it under those circumstances.
When I got to the
car, she was laughing hysterically, and between laughs,
she said, “I gotcha.”
I had to admit that
she did get me this time. Even
if I could’ve remembered
what kind of car it was, it was
not where I had expected it to
be. I don’t think I will ever
live this one down.
As we were driving home, she was sitting on
the driver side smiling while
I was sitting on the passenger side thinking. A verse of
Scripture came to my mind.
“The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made
even both of them” (Proverbs
20:12).
What I have learned
in my lifetime is that hearing
and seeing are crucial elements in every relationship.
He lives with his
wife, Martha, in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him at
1-866-552-2543 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net
or
website www.jamessnyderministries.com.

of religion-based hate crimes
were committed against
Muslim-Americans in 2018.
These are only the
hate crimes that are reported.
As President, he will directly
address the rise in hateful
attacks, fix long-standing issues with how the government reports and deals with
hate crimes, and enact legislation prohibiting someone
convicted of a hate crime
from purchasing or possessing a firearm. He will order
his Justice Department to
focus additional resources to
combat religion-based hate
crimes and to confront white
nationalist terrorism. His administration will confront
discriminatory policies that
single out Muslim-Americans and cast entire communities under suspicion,
and he will ensure that our
government’s engagement
with Muslims is not viewed
through a security lens.
The diversity of
Muslim-American communities and their contributions
to our nation are far too often overshadowed by forces
of Islamophobia, especially
when those in positions of
power actively fan the flames
of hate and bigotry. Joe will
confront Islamophobia headon and restore the ObamaBiden
Administration’s
tradition of honoring Muslim-American communities
for their distinct contributions to American life.
PresidentElect Biden will start with restoring the White House Eid
celebration and filling the position of Muslim-American
Liaison in the White House
Office of Public Engagement,
both eliminated by Trump,
to ensure a wide range of
Muslim-American voices are
heard within his administration.
He appointed a Senior Advisor for Muslim
Engagement on his presidential campaign and will build
on that by ensuring a Biden
Administration reflects the
diversity of our nation across
all federal agencies. As President, he will also restore

American leadership, including through renewed global
engagement and appointing
a Special Envoy to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.
President-Elect
Biden stood next to President
Obama when he signed the
Affordable Care Act into law
and made history. It was a
victory 100 years in the making. Because of Obamacare,
more than 100 million people
— including many MuslimAmericans — no longer have
to worry that an insurance
company will deny coverage
or charge higher premiums
to individuals with a pre-existing condition. Yet, at this
moment, Trump is in court
trying to have the Affordable
Care Act declared unconstitutional and take away these
protections for pre-existing
conditions.
He has a plan to
build on the Affordable Care
Act by giving Americans
more choice, reducing health
care costs, and making our
health care system less complex to navigate. Whether
someone is covered through
their employer, buying insurance on their own, or going without coverage altogether, the Biden Plan will
give Americans the choice
to purchase a public health
insurance option like Medicare, which will reduce costs
and improve the efficacy and
quality of care. He will also
expand access to Medicare
by lowering the eligibility
age to 60.
He believes that every American – regardless of
gender, race, income, sexual
orientation, disability, or zip
code – should have access to
affordable and quality health
care. Yet racism, sexism, and
other forms of discrimination permeate our health care
system just as they do every
other part of society.
As President, he will
be a champion for improving
access to health care for all,
including Muslim-Americans, by expanding coverage
to low-income Americans,
reversing the current admin-
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istration’s assault on a woman’s right to choose, and doubling America’s investment
in community health centers.
In a study conducted by the Institute for Social
Policy and Understanding
(ISPU), 42% of Muslims,
23% of Jews, and 6% of
Catholics reported that at
least one of their children
had been bullied in the past
year due to their religion —
something no child should
ever experience. Every child
should receive a good education, no matter their zip code,
their gender, the color of their
skin, their religion, whether
they have a disability, or
their parent’s income. As
President, he will ensure that
educators are equipped with
the support, dignity, and pay
that they need and deserve

so that students can grow
into physically and emotionally healthy adults. He will
support passage of the Safe
Schools Improvement Act,
which requires school districts to develop bullying and
harassment policies, and he
will double the number of
psychologists, counselors,
nurses, social workers, and
other health professionals in
our schools so our kids get
the mental health care they
need.
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CavsThebeat
Grizzlies, 94-90
Cavs beat the Memphis Grizzlies, 94-90
yesterday. The Cavs and Grizzlies delay tipoff to link
arms in unison. Players from the Cavaliers and Grizzlies walk off the court just before the game began to
lock arms and kneel together. The protest was in response to the riot at the nation’s capitol and the refusal
of Trump to concede the election.

Tuesday, January 5, 2020- Friday, January 8, 2021

S PORTS
EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS

In total, both league games and non-conference games, D’Moi
Hodge is seventh in scoring (16.5), seventh in field goal percentage (.467)
and first in steals (2.5). Torrey Patton and Deante Johnson are tied for
11th in rebounds (6.6), while Johnson is ranked seventh in blocked shots
(1.6).

Zip women bball lose to CMS

The University of Akron women’s basketball
team was unable to overcome a second-half comeback,
as Central Michigan (6-2, 4-0 MAC), the defending
Mid-American Conference champions, rallied to post
an 83-58 triumph over the Zips (3-4, 0-4 MAC) on
Wednesday, January 6. “Central Michigan did exactly
what championship teams do, they came out in the second half and capitalized on our mistakes,” Akron head
coach Melissa Jackson commented.

Backup coaches will lead Browns in playoffs
By KARL BRYANT

When the Browns made
the playoffs by beating the
Steelers, who had a backup
QB, 24-22, in CLE, people shot off fireworks in
NE Ohio for the team accomplishing something it
hadn’t done for the last 18
years. Their long-suffering
fans had earned it. Their reward was the news that the
Browns would have a return
match-up against the Steelers, this time in Pittsburgh,
Mayfield
Stefanski
facing normal Steelers startwho sat out the final regular other starters. Now, CLE
ing QB Ben Roethlisberger,
season game, along with will have to use backup

Buckeyes to play for title
By KARL BRYANT

Ohio State’s Offense completely dominated Clemson in a 49-28 demolishing
of the Tigers in the Sugar
Bowl, which was a College
Football Playoff Semifinal
Game this season. The game
wasn’t even as close as that
21-point differential would
indicate. After a somewhat
even 1st Quarter, Ohio State
went up, 35-14, at the Half,
and was in no danger. They
actually let off the gas in
the 4th Quarter. As it was,
the Buckeyes amassed 639
yards of Total Offense.
OSU QB Justin Fields
threw for a record six TDs.
He completed 22 of 28 passes for 385 yards, with two
TD tosses to Chris Olave,
two to Jeremy Ruckert, and
one each to Luke Farrell
and Jameson Williams. He
threw one interception and
ran for 42 yards.
Trey Sermon rushed
for 193 yards. In fact, he
would’ve had over 200
yards rushing, but on one of
his patented stiff arm moves
late in the game, he was
called for a rare 15-yard offensive face mask penalty,
which knocked his numbers

back down. He ran 32 yards
for a TD to open the Buckeye scoring. OSU had 254
rushing yards.
Projected No. 1 NFL
Draft pick, Clemson QB
Trevor Lawrence, a Heisman Trophy finalist, threw
48 times, completing 33,
for 400 yards for, but 144 of
those came in the 4th Quarter with the game out of
reach and the OSU Defense
playing soft coverage –allowing passes underneath.
He was picked off once and
had three fumbles, but lucky
for him, only lost one. Heralded RB Travis Etienne
was bottled up, gaining
just 32 yards on 10 carries.
Clemson had 70 yards rushing.
After the game, Coach
Ryan Day said, “To come
back and win after last year,
with all the trials and tribulations we’ve been through
in the last 12 months, just
couldn’t be happier for this
team.” He added, “They
showed so much character. I
got to tell you, it was hard,
and this team really showed
what they’re made of, and
it was fun to be out there
tonight.” Officials jobbed
OSU on calls last year that

Vikings are winning
By KARL BRYANT
Surprising Cleveland State,
having won six straight, sits
atop the 2020-21 Horizon
League Men’s Basketball
standings with a 6-0 ledger,
6-3 overall, after beating IUPUI in back-to-back games
in Indianapolis. After splitting a pair of games at Home
against
Wisconsin-Green
Bay, Youngstown State
stands at 2-4 in the Horizon,

5-4 overall.
Returning to action
for one game after the Christmas Holidays, Akron beat
Kent State, 66-62, to move
to 2-0 in the Mid American
Conference East and 4-1
overall. After a one bucket
loss to Toledo a few days
later, KSU fell to 0-2 in the
MAC, and 3-3 overall. Both
Akron and KSU had early
season games canceled due to
health concerns.

otherwise would’ve let
them advance to the CFP
title game. In 2020, after the
delay, OSU had three games
canceled due to COVID-19.
The Buckeyes now advance to the National Championship Game in Miami,
where on Monday, Jan. 11,
2021, they will play heretofore undefeated Alabama,
who clobbered Notre Dame
in the other CFP Semifinal,
31-14, in the Rose Bowl,
which was held ATT Stadium in Texas, due to pandemic restrictions.

coaches.
Head Coach Kevin Stefanski, along with TE assistant Drew Petzing and
DB coach Jeff Howard, in
addition to OL coach Bill
Callahan and passing game
coordinator Chad O’Shea,
who both missed last Sunday’s game, will all be out
this Sunday due to NFL
COVID-19 protocols.
Pro Bowl OL Joel
Bitonio and WR KhaDarel
Hodge also tested positive
and will miss the game. In
lieu of the Browns asking
for a volunteer from the
stands, Special Teams Coordinator Mike Priefer was
named Acting Head Coach.
Others will take on more
duties.
Perhaps it was their
nerves, but for whatever
reason, the Browns could
not put away the Steelers,
led by backup signal caller
Mason Rudolph, and had
to sweat out the last few
minutes. After a TD, they
had to survive an unsuccessful 2-point conversion
pass attempt and then narrowly avoided a “You’re
So Browns” moment, as
Rookie Stephen Carlson, a
“hands team” member, let
the onside kick go between

his legs and had to sit on the
ball as he gained control of
it before the scrum enveloped him. CLE was able to
run out the clock.
On the plus side,
Browns QB Baker Mayfield passed for 196 yards
and threw a 2 YD TD Pass
to Austin Hooper. But,
the Steelers, who lead the
league in sacks, got to him
four times. Following the
game, there was a touching
video circulating of Mayfield and his wife, Emily,
meeting with a Browns fan,
who has a terminal illness,
who was given tickets to the
Mayfield’s suite, then got to
meet the QB afterwards.
Nick Chubb ran for
108 yards and reached 1067
on the season. He opened
the scoring with a 47 YD
TD Run. Jarvis Landry ran
in for a 3 YD TD on an end
around. The Browns totaled
192 yards on the ground.
The Browns “D”
held the Steelers, who have
the lowest rushing total in
the NFL, to 85 yards on
the ground, but their undermanned defensive backfield
let Rudolph throw for 315
yards and two final stanza
TDs. M.J. Stewart picked
off a Rudolph pass. Olivier

Vernon sacked Rudolph, but
later was injured and will
miss the playoffs.
The challenges for this
Sunday’s first playoff game
since 2002 will be immense,
with the aforementioned
usual coaches, not being
able to communicate with
the players after they leave
the lockerroom to go out for
the start of the game. Also,
the Browns are unable to
hold normal practices for
now, and must have virtual
meetings.
It was bad enough that
they will be facing Roethlisberger, who is 25-3-1 vs.
the Browns, including 15-0
at Home in Heinz Field.
Now, they’ll have these other problems leaving them
shorthanded on the field
and in the coaching ranks. It
doesn’t look like the league
will be offering them any
relief.
After the playoffclinching win, Mayfield remarked, “We’re living the
dream right now, but we’re
not satisfied.” Who knows?
Maybe the Browns will find
a way to finally beat Big
Ben on his own turf. If they
do, you may want to find
more of those stashed-away
fireworks.

Trio of Zips earn Phil Steele All-MAC honors
Led by redshirt junior
ILB Bubba Arslanian (Aurora,
Ohio), who was honored by Phil
Steele as a first-team All-MidAmerican Conference football
selection, a trio of Akron student-athletes garnered All-MAC
accolades as announced on Tuesday, Jan. 5.
Junior RB Teon Dollard and sophomore CB A.J.
Watts were tabbed as secondand third-team honorees, respectively.
A team captain, Arslanian turned in a dominant season
as one of the premier linebackers
in both the MAC as well as the
NCAA in 2020, leading the defensive efforts for the Zips.
He is rated first in the

NCAA in solo tackles (7.8) and
in total tackles (12.3), while
ranking 20th among active career leaders in the NCAA in total
tackles per contest (7.07), 49th
in solo tackles per game (3.60),
54th in assisted tackles (104)
and 73rd in total tackles (212).
He became the sixth Akron
linebacker to earn second-team
league recognition when the
MAC unveiled its award winners
in December.
In MAC play, Arslanian headlined the league in solo
tackles (47) and tackles per game
(12.3), while ranking third in total tackles (74) and seventh in assisted tackles (27). His 16-tackle
performance against Bowling
Green represents the second-best

single-game effort in the MAC
this season.
Arslanian has had 10
or more total tackles in 14 of the
last 18 games overall. He led the
Zips in tackles all six games this
season and seven straight overall and in nine of Akron’s last 11
contests dating back to the 2019
campaign.
Dollard was tabbed
by Phil Steele as a second-team
honoree after becoming the first
Zip to garner first-team AllMAC honors at running back,
while representing the fourth
offensive player to earn firstteam league accolades when the
league named its all-conference
performers in December. He
rushed for 666 yards on 112 car-

ries en route to scoring a teamhigh six touchdowns.

most for a Zip since
Bobby Hendry rushed for five
scores versus Eastern Michigan on Nov. 24, 2001. Dollard also added totals of 185
and 165 yards, respectively,
on the ground versus Bowling Green (Dec. 5) and Ohio
(Nov. 10).
Earning third-team
All-MAC recognition at defensive back was Watts, who
led the Zips in interceptions
(2), pass break-ups (2) and
forced fumbles (1), while
ranking second in tackles
(29) and solo tackles (22) and
fourth in assisted tackles (7).

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Andy Ganigan was the ‘Hawaiian Punch’
He was one of
the most dangerous lightweights of his era. Andrew
Ganigan of Hawaii was
not blessed with the best of
chins. His live by the sword,
die by the sword style of
fighting made him a crowdpleasing favorite. In most
cases Ganigan got to his opponent first thus allowing
him to fight to the top of the
ratings.
A 19-year-old Ganigan turned professional in
1972.
Through 1977 he
won his first 25 fights. He
won 23 by KO. Among his
feats were a two round demolition of Tury “The Fury”
Pineda and an eighth round
stoppage of Vincente Mijares Saldivar for the NABF
lightweight crown. In 1978,
Ganigan met Chicago’s
rough and tough Johnny
Lira.
The tenacious Lira

Ganigan
outlasted Ganigan to score a
stoppage victory. This fight
was for the USBA lightweight title.
In 1979, Ganigan
defeated Mijares Saldivar
again for the NABF title.
Then in a major upset, Roberto Vasquez halted Ganigan in seven rounds.
In a 1980 rematch
Andy turned the tables stopping Vasquez in seven. In
1981 highly regarded Rodolfo “Gato” Gonzalez (not
the ”Gato” who was WBC

champion in the 70′s) outscored Ganigan.
Popular
Sean
O’Grady had failed in a
bloody attempt to win the
WBC lightweight title from
Jim Watt. Later O’Grady
challenged WBA title holder Hilmer Kenty. In a true
“closet classic,” O’Grady
outscored Kenty to win the
title.
Due to complicated
boxing politics O’Grady either gave up or was stripped
of recognition by the WBA.
Enter Sean’s father Pat
O’Grady who formed the
World Athletic Association
(WAA). Sean would defend
that title against Ganigan. It
was a disaster for O’Grady
who was floored three times
by the explosive Ganigan.
The fight ended in round two
with Sean shell shocked.
Ganigan had no use
for the WAA title but used
the victory over O’Grady
as a springboard to a 1982

title fight with champion
Alexis Arguello. The great
Arguello had won the WBC
lightweight title by defeating Watt. Ganigan shocked
the crowd and Arguello by
flooring Arguello in the first
round. Arguello had power
equal to or better then Ganigan’s though. Soon Arguello
overpowered Ganigan and
stopped the game Hawaiian
in round five.
In 1983 Ganigan
would challenge the clever Kronkster Jimmy Paul
for the USBA lightweight
crown. Paul would halt
Ganigan in round six and he
would hang up the gloves.
Ganigan had lost three of
his last four fights but no
one who witnessed it will
forget his two round slaughter of O’Grady. In all Ganigan had 39 fights. His final
record was 34-5 with 30 big
knockouts. During his tenure as a contender he was a
force to be reckoned with.
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'One Night in Miami' deals with important issuses

By FELICIA C. HANEY

One night in Miami a young Muhammad
Ali, (formerly Cassius
Clay and the slated underdog) “shook up the world”
when he defeated Sonny
Liston to become boxing’s new heavyweight
champion. Although he
was a complete and total fanfare all by himself,
the champ brought three
friends along to celebrate
this historic event - Malcolm X, Jim Brown and
Sam Cooke. The movie
will premier on Amaxon
Original Movies on January 15.
Good thing he did because
if you thought Coronavirus created a shut down. It
has nothing on Jim Crow.
All legends in
their own right, but Jim
Crow didn’t make any

exceptions. The four men
couldn’t join in the festivities outside the Miami
Convention Hall where the
soon-to-be Muhammad Ali
had just made history. Instead, they were derailed
to the Hampton House
Motel… A predominantly
African-American area of
town and more “appropriate” place for them to celebrate. There are so many
real life black and white
pictures from this trip that
a mere Google search can
turn up sending one down a
rabbit hole in thought wondering how good of a time
this must’ve been, what was
Brother Malcolm saying to
Ali to evoke that kind of
facial expression and what
else did they talk about.
Playwright
and
screenwriter Kemp Powers
was no different. Nearly 50
years later, their conversa-

MENU TIPS

Flavorful stir-fry cooking
Here’s
delicious
news: You can enjoy great
meals that are high in flavor
yet low in calories when you
turn to the stirring tastes of
stir-fry cooking.
This kind of cuisine
originated in China many
years ago with the wok and
has become a major part of
many American lifestyles.
The trend is growing as more
and more people realize that
this type of cooking can be
a healthy part of the family
diet—whether you use a skillet, wok or pan. The key is in
the preparation.
As with any method
of cooking, it is still possible
to make a dish that is high in
fat and calories with stir-fry
cooking if you’re not careful. By working with a small
amount of cooking oil and
sticking to lean meats and lots
of vegetables, however, you
can do stir-fry cooking that’s a
quick and easy way to prepare
healthy and flavorful meals.
“Asian-inspired cuisine is one of the major food
trends today because of the
fresh ingredients and exciting flavor combinations available,” explained one expert on
food, Jason Abelkop of Buffets, Inc.
Popular restaurants
that are owned by Buffets,
such as Ryan’s® as well as
HomeTown® Buffet and Old
Country Buffet®, are helping
to lead the trend with madeto-order Mongolian Stir Fry,
now available for lunch and
dinner at most locations.
Guests choose from chicken,
beef or shrimp to create the
combination that’s just right

for them.

To kick-start stir-fry
cooking in your kitchen, check
out this recipe from the restaurants’ chefs:
Garlic Ginger Mongolian
Chicken
Yield: 2 servings
2 4-oz. chicken breasts
1 tsp. vegetable oil
1 tsp. chopped ginger
1 tsp. chopped garlic
1 cup peapods
1 cup cabbage, shredded
½ cup ¼” julienned onions
½ cup matchstick carrots
1 cup broccoli florets
1 Tbsp vegetable oil
¼ cup low-sodium soy sauce
¼ cup teriyaki sauce
2 sprigs cilantro
2 servings unconverted rice (cooked according to
recipe)
Cut chicken into ½”
strips. Mix vegetable oil, ginger
and garlic together. Rub mixture on the chicken breast strips,
place in refrigerator for a minimum of two hours. Mix vegetables together in bowl. Place oil
in sauté pan over medium heat.
Add chicken strips and sauté for
five minutes. Toss frequently to
evenly brown. Turn up heat to
“high” and add fresh vegetables.
Toss frequently. Cook for one
minute. Vegetables should be
crisp in texture. Add soy sauce,
teriyaki sauce and the cilantro
sprigs to taste. Quickly toss to
coat, then remove from heat.
Top rice with hot fresh stir-fry
and enjoy.
For locations and other
information on Buffets restaurants, visit www.Ryans.com as
well as www.HomeTownBuffet.
com and www.OldCountryBuffet.com.

One Night in Miami will premier on January 15 on Amazon Original Movie. A trailer showing the meeting of Malcolm X,
Muhammad Ali, Jim Brown, and Sam Cooke can be viewed on youtube.

tions on racial injustice,
religion, and personal responsibility were still resonating with him as he pictured himself as a fly on the
wall and imagined what
that night was like. The
conversations, the laughs,
the camaraderie, the issues,
the pressures facing four
relatively young, black,

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

King Oliver

Cornetistand
bandleader (Joe) King Oliver was
born in 1885 in New Orleans His
career began in hometown brass
bands, dance bands, and other
small groups in Crescent City
cabarets and bars.
Claimed to be the spiritual father of syncopated ("hot")
jazz, he moved to Chicago in
1918 and formed King Oliver's
Creole Jazz Band (June 1922)
with cornetists Louis Armstrong,
clarinetist Johnny Dodds, trombonist Honore Dutrex, pianist Lil
Hardin, drummer Baby Dodds,
and bassist-banjo player Bill
Johnson.Oliver began recording
in 1923 what are now considered
historic masterpieces.
After Armstrong departed in 1924, Oliver completely
reorganized his band to include
saxophones. He went to New
York, had a successful but brief
club engagement before his group
disbanded.He toured widely in
the Midwest and upper South
from 1920-1936, but made no
further recordings after 1931.
Considered to be an important
New Orleans-style musician, his
recordings have been reissued.His
tune "Dipper Mouth Blues," later
known as "Sugar Foot Stomp,"
became a classic.Although he was
an excellent bandleader, Oliver's
playing style was superseded by
Louis Armstrong's and by 1937
he was forgotten and in failing
health. He died in Savannah in
1938.

prominent men in mid1960s America -- when
he penned his hit stage
production, “One Night in
Miami.”
Now, making her
feature directorial debut,
Regina King gives Powers’ script a new life in a
film version bearing the
same name. She’s tasked
with making the play into
cinematic
excellence,
which isn’t an easy task.
But
somehow
King’s feminine touch on
a room full of Black masculinity makes her the fifth
legend in the room whom
you never see but see everything from her fresh set
of eyes.
Extraordinary performances by Eli Goree
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who plays Clay on the
brink of converting to Islam and would shortly
after change his name to
Muhammad Ali, one of the
most recognizable names
in sports history. Kingsley
Ben-Adir takes on brother minister Malcolm X,
bringing a more humanesque form to the stern
civil rights leader we’re so
used to seeing. “Hamilton”
star Leslie Odom Jr., used
to playing historic characters, brings all his acting and singing chops to
pull off a remarkable Sam
Cooke. And Aldis Hodge
holds his own as the last
living legend of the four,
football great, actor, activist and Cleveland icon Jim
Brown.
A must see film
that's a throw back but
more time appropriate now
more than ever.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Biographies)

1. In the HBO cable
film The Josephine Baker Story
(1991), actress Lynn Whitfield
portrayed the great, American
expatriate dancer who fled to
Paris, France and became an
international sensation and the
richest black woman in the '20's
and '30's; but who is the veteran,
black actor that portrayed a U.S.
serviceman that inspires her to
return to performing after she
experiences great pain and loss?
2. In what musical
mini-series do actor Lawrence
Hilton Jacobs and actress Angela
Bassett portray a '60's, lowerclass, black couple from Gary,
Indiana who take their five sons
(Jackie, Tito, Jermaine, Marlon
and Michael) to audition for Motown Record's President Berry
Gordy to become the most famous, musical family in history?
3. Who is the lightskinned, green-eyed actress/
singer in The Courage To Love
(2000) that portrayed the story of
Henriette Delille: a quadroon in
pre-Civil War New Orleans who



rejects the female, Creole tradition of being kept by a wealthy,
white man to instead become a
Catholic nun and teach slave
children to read and write?
4. In Livin' For Love:
The Natalie Cole Story (2001),
actress Teresa Randle portrays
the young-adult Natalie while
Diahann Carroll portrays Cole's
mother, but who is the AfricanAmerican actor who portrayed
the singer's legendary father,
Nat King Cole?
5. In what film does
African-American director
Julie Dash have actress Angela
Bassett portray the special bus
rider who made history by
sparking the '60's Civil Rights
Movement
when she was arrested for refusing to give up her Jim Crow
seat for a white passenger?
ANSWERS: 1. Louis Gossett, Jr. 2. 'The Jacksons: An
American Dream' (1997) 3.
Vanessa L. Williams 4. James
McDaniel 5. 'The Rosa Parks
Story' (2002)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (The Jacksons: An American Dream)

ACTORS/ACTRESSES:
1.Angela Bassett
2. Lawrence Hilton Jacobs
3. Holly Robinson-Peete
4. Billy Dee Williams
5. Vanessa L. Williams

ROLES:
a) dad, Joe Jackson
b)assistant Suzanne DePasse
c) producer Berry Gordy
d) mom, Katherine Jackson

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review
'The Bodyguard' was transitional role for Houston
By C.M. APPLING

Before her untimely death in 2012, Whitney
Houston was one of the
living legends of the music
industry. After the debut
of her self-titled album in
1985, she went on to become a singing super-star
who won various Grammy and Soul Train music
awards. As a former model,
her beauty was impressive. But, her voice was
remarkable and stood peerless with many wanna-bes
trying to reach her professional level but none ever
achieving it.
Some of her film
credits include Waiting To
Exhale (1995), The Preacher’s Wife (1996) and the
Sparkle remake (2012) that
was her last movie before
her demise. However, her
premiere into the film world
did not just make a ‘splash.’
It made a tidal wave. The
Bodyguard(1992) provided
a smooth transition between
Houston’s two entertainment mediums by having her star as an AfricanAmerican pop singer and
actress who is being stalked
by a psychotic fan.
Hired to co-star
opposite Houston is Caucasian actor Kevin Costner.
Having appeared in movies
like the Native-American
classic Dances With Wolves
(1990) and the futuristic scifi flick Waterworld (1995),
Costner became a major
Hollywood leading man
in the 1990’s. Together,
Houston and Costner would
make history in the interracial romantic thriller.
Directed by Mick
Jackson, the story-line revolves around tempestuous
celebrity Rachel Marron
(Houston).
After someone delivers an exploding ‘Rachel’
doll to her dressing room,
her management team
made up of black elderly
Bill Devaney (Bill Cobbs)
and Englishman Sy Spector (Gary Kemp) decide to
hire extra special security to
protect her. Along comes
Frank Farmer (Costner): a
former Secret Service agent
who takes the new assignment as a favor for Devany

(Cobbs).
When Rachel and
Frank first meet, they clash
and lock horns immediately. Once again, Devaney
intervenes, so he introduces
the new bodyguard to her
entourage and family: Sy,
(Kemp) her manager; Tony
Scavelli (Mike Starr) her
huge Italian-American current bodyguard;
and Nicki (Michele Lamar Richards), Rachel’s
older sister and personal
assistant. Later, Frank also
meets Fletcher (Devaughn
Nixon), Rachel’s ten year
old son.
After Bill and
Sy show Frank the death
threats they received from
the stalker, Frank automatically updates the security
around the estate. Rachel
rationalizes with Frank that
since she cannot go out on a
date without Frank following her that they should go
out together. He agrees so
they pursue a relationship.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
after they sleep together,
Frank tells Rachel they cannot continue this way because it will interfere with
him protecting her.
She is insulted and
does not understand, so
they go back to their original dysfunctional relationship with him being stoic
and calculating and her being emotional and reactive.
Meanwhile, movie
viewers are shown what
the stalker looks like: a
somewhat feminine-looking platinum-blond young
white man.
Rachel and Frank
continue their bickering as
he gets angry at her for ignoring and disobeying his
safety protocols.
At a charity concert in Miami, she tries to
make him jealous at a party
by flirting with a bodyguard
associate of Frank’s named
Portman (Tomas Arana).
But, when the blond stalker
manages to call Rachel on
her private phone line, she
is shaken and begs Frank to
help her.
She promises to do
whatever he wants, so he
packs up the spoiled singer, Nicki and Fletcher and
they go visit Frank’s father

(Ralph Waite) at his isolated
cabin in the snowy mountain wilderness.
At the cabin, Rachel and Frank grow closer
even though Nicki makes
a pass at Frank. But, after
the skilled protector saves
Fletcher from being blown
up by a rigged motor boat,
Nicki makes a guilt-ridden
confession to Frank that
night. She tells him she
hired the assassin to
kill Rachel because of her
overwhelming
jealousy.
Later, the killer accidently
murders Nicki thinking it
was the other sister. Ironically, the F.B.I. had already
caught the blond stalker, so
Frank knows that Nicki’s
assassin is still out there.
A solemn and
grieving Rachel decides to
throw caution to the wind
and attend the Academy
Awards ceremony since she
is nominated for Best Actress in the movie I Have
Nothing.
Determined to use
any means necessary to insure her safety on Oscar
night, Frank manages to
figure out that Portman is
Nicki’s hired gun. At just
the right moment, Frank
lunges in front of Rachel
on stage and takes a bullet
meant for her. He shoots
Portman and the entire ordeal is finally over.
At the airport, in a
scene much like the conclusion of Casablanca (1942),
Frank and Rachel part ways
as he prepares to take on a
new assignment. But, not
before they share one last
passionate kiss with the
main soundtrack theme ‘I
Will Always Love You’
playing in the background.
The movie and
soundtrack for The Bodyguard were massively successful with the main single
release spending weeks at
the top of the music charts.
The film served as a
starting point for Houston’s
movie career as it gave her
the necessary hit she needed
to do so.
Eventually,
her
film career somewhat petered out but she managed
to maintain minimal popularity with later music recordings.
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Michael Regan, Biden’s choice to head EPA gives environmentalists hope Woodland Automotive
By GERALD TORRES
KATHLEEN ROGERS

The announcement of Michael Regan
to head EPA is good
news for environmental justice. Decades of
experience with environmental regulatory
schemes have demonstrated that unless equity and justice are at the
heart of environmental
policy, any efforts to
restart the federal commitment to environmental protection will be
only half complete.
Many states
have already recognized
that environmental justice is a key component
to reducing pollution,
addressing the health
effects of continuing
and past pollution, and
providing for a just transition to a new energy
economy.
Now, the federal government promises
to join arms with state
and local advocates and
give leadership to this
effort.
Beginning
with an updating of
Executive Order 12898

on Federal Actions to
Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and LowIncome Populations,
the new administration
must ensure that the
basic regulatory infrastructure that dates back
to the original Earth
Day can address the
concerns raised by the
movement for environmental justice.
A simple but
fundamental
beginning would be to get
the agencies to dust off
their strategic plans for
implementing the Executive Order and bring
them up to date.
The proposal
to create a new division in the Department
of Justice that has as its
mandate the pursuit of
environmental and climate justice is a promising initiative, but likely
a non-starter in the current legislative environment.
A more promising approach would
be to reorganize the
existing Environmental
division to put environmental justice front and

Register for program
The
Women
in Transition program
at Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®)
is launching spring sessions of online classes
to empower women in
their pursuit of education,
training and a career.
The multi-week
programs begin the last
week of January. Interactive online classes will
take place from 10 a.m. to
noon three days a week.
One course runs Monday
to Wednesday; the other
runs Tuesday to Thursday.
The noncredit program is
free and open to the public.
Participants
build confidence and
skills through classes on
personal development, career exploration and computer literacy. The course
is designed to assist women in transitional periods
of their lives, such as a
career change or return to
the workforce.
Visit tri-c.edu/
women-in-transition to
register for an upcoming
course, learn more about

the program or sign up
for a virtual information
meeting.
A second online
spring session begins at
the end of March and will
include an evening class.
The program is
also offered separately
in East Cleveland and
through Tri-C Access
Centers operated in partnership with Esperanza
Inc. and Olivet Housing
and Community Development Corp. (OHCDC), an
arm of Olivet Institutional
Baptist Church.
Tri-C’s Women
in Transition debuted in
1978 and has contributed
to thousands of personal
success stories across
Northeast Ohio over the
past four decades.
Women in Transition opted to hold its
spring sessions online given uncertainties created by
the COVID-19 outbreak.
The program also took
place virtually last summer and fall as part of the
College’s efforts to limit
the spread of the virus.

center. The National Environmental Justice Advisory Council should
be charged with providing recommendations
that can be pursued by
executive action alone
and propose amendments to the basic environmental statutes.
It cannot be
permitted to languish
like the Environmental
Crimes section did as it
struggled to find a coherent approach to defining and prosecuting
environmental crimes.
The
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)’s External Civil Rights Com-

Cleveland is truly a great
city.”
Davis was appointed by Jackson in
2015 after serving as the
city of Warren’s director of utility services.
In fact, Davis has been
a resident of Warren for
the duration of his tenure
in Cleveland.
In a minor 2017
scandal, News Channel
5 documented his daily
120-mile
round-trip
commute, (in a vehicle
paid for by CPP ratepayers.) He still owns his
home in Warren, according to Trumbull county
property records.
The focus on
“good quality customer
service” is an odd one
for Davis to highlight on
his way out. Last year,
cleveland.com’s Leila
Atassi reported that CPP
had no standing board of
review — as required by
city ordinance — to hear
appeals from customers disputing charges
and payments. And last
month, Frank Jackson
lifted a moratorium on
utilities shutoffs as Covid-19’s spread was at
its most severe, when
roughly 90,000 Cleveland Water customers
and 28,5000 CPP cus-

tion under Title VI so
that communities that
are most burdened by
pollution and other environmental hazards can
speak for themselves
and augment any efforts
undertaken by the federal government.
The EPA’s Office of Civil Rights can
again become a partner
in the long struggle to
make environmental
enforcement a struggle
for justice. No Title VI
settlement should be undertaken without a process for full consultation
with the affected community and without providing a straightforward

Art Museum holds virtual events
The
following events are part of the
museum’s free, dynamic
digital initiative Home Is
Where the Art Is, which
showcases the Cleveland
Museum of Art’s globally recognized digital
resources and offers a variety of newly created fun
and engaging programs
for people of all ages.
These sustainable digital
experiences will continue
to complement the inperson museum experience after the CMA has
reopened. Visit cma.org/
digital to access all of the
available programming.
It will begin
with a special MLK Day
event: Martin Luther
King Jr. Day: Becoming
a Beloved Community
on Monday, January 18,
6 p.m. The event is free.
The Beloved Community
is a vision that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. popularized during the Civil
Rights Movement. King’s
Beloved Community is a
society based on justice,
equal opportunity, and
loving your neighbor as
you love yourself.
On this Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
poets use Michelangelo
Lovelace’s painting My
Home Town (1998) as a
departure point to explore
King’s Beloved Community. This painting offers
candid commentary on

Davis, Public Utilities director, to resign
C l e v e l a n d ’s
Director of Public Utilities, Robert Davis, will
resign from his cabinet-level position next
week, the city has announced.
The announcement was included in
Cleveland’s daily coronavirus press briefing
Wednesday evening and
provided no context or
explanation for the sudden departure. A generic
statement from Mayor
Frank Jackson accompanied the news.
“I want to thank
Robert for his service to
the City of Cleveland,”
Jackson said. “His work
has helped advance our
efforts to provide reliable and affordable utility services to residents
and business.”
According to
Davis, “I am extremely
grateful for the opportunity to have provided
essential and critical
utility services to our
customers at an affordable cost,” he said. “I
was able to help do this
while focusing on good
quality customer service to make the city of
Cleveland a great place
to live work and raise
a family. The City of

pliance Office must
be awakened from its
slumber and given the
authority and incentive to enforce Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act.
The many good people
in that office should be
supported in their efforts
to do what Congress intended.
The full remedial power of our framework
environmental
laws will be complete
only if they eliminate
the injustice that underenforcement has permitted to remain. Consistent with this strategy
would be a restoration
of a private right of ac-

tomers were behind on
their payments.
A spokeswoman for Cleveland Public
Power, when reached for
comment, said that CPP
staff had not yet been
formally made aware of
Davis’ pending resignation. His last day will be
next Friday.
The city of
Cleveland was unable to
furnish additional information beyond the press
release, though they did
provide a copy of Davis’
resignation memo, dated
January 4.
In it, he listed
recent achievements at
the Division of Water,
Cleveland Public Power and Water Pollution
Control. He gave no reasons for his departure,
but noted that 2020 had
been a “unique year with
numerous challenges”
due to Covid-19.
“I just want
to make it known that
throughout this unprecedented year,” he wrote,
“[Utilities] employees
have shown strength of
spirit during this time.
They have all demonstrated what teamwork
truly is.”

My Home Town, 1998. Michelangelo Lovelace (American, b.
1960). Acrylic on canvas, Unframed: 139.7 x 243.8 cm (55 x 96 in.). Gift of
the Artist, Michelangelo Lovelace, Sr. 2015.83, showed the love the citezens
have for Cleveland.

Cleveland’s historical and
present state of racial segregation, while providing
an optimistic perspective
through the figures coming together in the center.
The program includes opening remarks
by Reverend Dr. Jawanza Colvin, the pastor of
Olivet Baptist Institutional
Church, a museum trustee,
and the inaugural chair of
the museum’s Diversity
and Inclusion Committee;
original poems recited by
Cuyahoga County poet
laureate Honey Bell-Bey
and acclaimed poet Orlando Watson; and a moderated discussion.
Special
OneNight Screening will
include a screening of,
“The Couple in the Cage:
Guatinaui Odyssey” on
Wednesday, January 27, 6
p.m.
In 1992 Coco
Fusco and Guillermo
Gómez-Peña started their
Guatinaui World Tour, a
series of live performances presenting the artists as
“undiscovered Amerindians” from the mythical island Guatinau in the Gulf
of Mexico. Fusco’s and

substantive remedy for
Title VI discrimination.
The administration can also reform
the permitting process
to ensure that environmental justice concerns
are not raised only after
the fact.
Community
consultation and prioritization of environmental justice concerns must
be key to elements of
any permitting process.
Communities that are
already burdened with
a heavier pollution load
should not be asked to
take on more.
Finally, the reality of climate change
adds a dimension to
achieving environmental justice that was not
contemplated when the
Executive Order 12898
was adopted. Environmental justice communities are and will continue to be the ones that
disproportionately bear
the burden of climate
change. We cannot pretend this is not true, and
we must act now with
that knowledge in mind.
The new administration has its
work cut out for it, but it
has expressed a commitment to achieve envi-

Paula Heredia’s The Couple in the Cage: Guatinaui
Odyssey documents these
events alongside unknowing visitors’ reactions,
shedding a critical light on
colonialist practices over
the past 500 years and on
the historic mistreatment
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of Indigenous bodies.
This
special
one-night-only screening
of the 31-minute video
features an introduction
by curator Nadiah Rivera
Fellah and a live Q&A
session with the audience
afterward.
The
Cleveland Museum of Art is
renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which includes
more than 61,000 objects
and spans 6,000 years of
achievement in the arts.
The museum is a significant international forum
for exhibitions, scholarship and performing arts

and is a leader in digital innovations. One of
the top comprehensive
art museums in the nation, recognized for its
award-winning Open Access program and free of
charge to all.

County to open media center
The Cuyahoga
County Department of
Communications
has
launched an online resource center for members of the media covering
county government.
The Cuyahoga
County Media Center is
a dedicated hub for multimedia content and frequently accessed links to
County news and contact
information.
Resources include:
Live stream feed
for media briefings hosted
by the Cuyahoga County
Executive
Links to streaming video of open meetings, including County
Council and boards and
commissions
Access to news
releases and Cuyahoga
County News Now blog
content
Subscription
forms for Cuyahoga
County newsletters
A public records
request form
Contact infor-

9300 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44104

mation for media relations
Post-launch additions will include the
ability to browse, download, and request photos
and b-roll video footage
from the County multimedia library.
Learn more by
visiting the Cuyahoga
County Media Center at
cuyahogacounty.us/mediacenter.
Cuyahoga County is focused on Economic
growth and Opportunity,
Fairness and Equity and
a Government That Gets
Results. For more information on Cuyahoga
County please visit
cuyahogacounty.us. Follow us on social media:
Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/CuyahogaCounty Twitter: https://
twitter.com/CuyahogaCounty Instagram: https://
w w w. i n s t a g r a m . c o m /
cuyahogacounty/ and sign
up for our newsletter:
https://cuyahogacounty.
us/county-news/newsletter-registration.
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Citizens’ Advisory Council on Equity releases report
The Cuyahoga
County Citizens’ Advisory Council on Equity
(CACE) has completed
its initial “Citizens’ Advisory Council on Equity: A Status Report to the
Community”, containing
an abundance of findings, recommendations
and aspirations regarding
how best to combat structural racism in Cuyahoga
County.
The CACE organized into four subcommittees to more
effectively and more

deeply address specific
areas of disparity. The
report contains extensive
write-ups from each subcommittee detailing their
key focus areas, the work
done within these focus
areas, and their findings
and recommendations.
Much of the
CACE’s work focused
on research regarding
local and national strategies, initiatives and models. The four subcommittees conducted dozens of
interviews with County
leadership and examined

current County government processes and services.
“This
status
report is a crucial step
in our efforts to make
Cuyahoga County a more
equitable place, where all
people can thrive,” said
Executive Budish. “I am
so grateful for the work
done thus far by all of
the CACE members and
look forward to their
continued efforts as we
begin to implement these
recommendations.”
The
CACE

was established after
County Council passed
legislation in July declaring racism as a public
health crisis. Nominated
by Executive Budish
and County Council, 17
CACE members were
tasked in part with reviewing and providing
recommendations to reduce the disparities between Black and White
people when it comes to
things like healthcare, the
criminal justice system,
well-paying jobs and educational opportunities,

Senator Brown releases 2021 agenda

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) will
host a news conference call after a year
of securing important
wins for Ohio in 2020.
Brown will discuss the
victories he secured for
the state and his priorities ahead in 2021.
In 2020, Brown
helped secure a number
of meaningful victories
for Ohio, including:
Senate passage
of his African American
Burial Grounds Study
Act, which would set
up a voluntary, nationwide network of African American burial
grounds, a bill that was
inspired by Brown’s
visit to Union Baptist
Cemetery in Cincinnati.
Sending several bipartisan bills to
President Trump’s desk
to become law, including his Protecting Non-

Brown
profits from Catastrophic Cash Flow Strain
Act, which will help
nonprofits, state and
local governments and
federally recognized
Tribes remain financially viable during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
and his bill to reauthorize the Healthy Start
Program, which aims to
reduce the national in-

fant mortality rate.
A number of
year-end wins in the
government funding
package, including his
legislation to help prevent youth homelessness as well as provisions to end surprise
medical bills, protect
seniors from out-ofpocket costs for preventive colonoscopies, permanently lower taxes
on craft beverages, help
working Ohioans claim
a higher tax refund,
fund Ohio’s military installations, and invest in
NASA and in ongoing
cleanup at the Piketon
plant.
As part of the
COVID-relief package, Brown also helped
secure rental and utility assistance, stimulus
checks for Ohioans,
11 additional weeks of
unemployment benefits
and funding for small

businesses and healthcare providers.
In
2021,
Brown will continue
to work to improve
the lives of Ohioans
and strengthen communities throughout
the state, including
working to secure additional COVID-19 relief, fighting for retirement security for Ohio
workers and working
to combat infant mortality and racial injustice.
Brown will
be joined on today’s
call by Brown will be
joined on the call by
Rev. Dr. Orlando B.
Yates, Senior Pastor of
Union Baptist Church,
to speak about Brown
successfully passing
his African American
Burial Grounds Study
Act through the Senate
after visiting the cemetery in 2019.

Ohio Republicans who supported Trump’s insurrection
Five Republican members of Congress from Ohio voted
Wednesday evening
to reject an Electoral
College certification,
an action taken hours
after a right-wing mob
stormed the U.S. Capitol building in a violent
show of support for
overturning the presidential election results.
Those objecting were U.S. Reps.
Jim Jordan of Urbana, Bill Johnson of
Marietta, Bob Gibbs
of Lakeville, Steve
Chabot of Cincinnati
and Warren Davidson
of Troy. They were unsuccessful.
Most Ohio Republicans in Congress
opposed these efforts
to object to the Electoral College count,
including U.S. Sen.
Rob Portman. Democratic U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown said those
who did object “should
be ashamed of themselves.”
The Wednesday evening votes
capped off a chaotic,
violent day in Washington, D.C., one featuring a joint session of
Congress to count the
Electoral College votes
that were already certified by the 50 states
several weeks ago.
Wednesday’s
proceedings were historically ceremonial in
nature, but supporters
of the president viewed
it as a last stand for at-

tempting to override
the electoral victory by
Democratic Presidentelect Joe Biden. Shortly after debate began
Wednesday afternoon,
insurrectionists made
it past law enforcement
barricades to force
their way into the U.S.
Capitol. The building
was put on lock down,
delaying the joint session for several hours.
One woman was killed
in the violent demonstration, according
to news reports, and
several police officers
were injured.
Dozens of political officials from
Ohio condemned the
violence, from Gov.
Mike DeWine to all 16
members of Congress
from the Buckeye
State.
Jordan, Johnson, Gibbs and Davidson had announced
plans ahead of time to
object to the count. In
various statements, the
four said allegations of
widespread voter fraud
in key battleground
contests won by Biden
led them to reject the
state
certifications
of Electoral College
votes awarded to him.
Chabot had written in
a blog post prior to the
joint session he would
make a decision on
whether to object after
hearing debate on the
House floor.
Specifically,
the quartet of Jordan, Johnson, Gibbs

and Davidson voted
to reject the count of
the state of Arizona.
Chabot voted against
rejecting the Arizona
count, but later joined
those four in objecting to the count for the
state of Pennsylvania.
In both votes,
the Ohioans were
joined by more than
100 other Republicans
in the U.S. House of
Representatives and a
half-dozen Republicans in the U.S. Senate. The objections
failed by wide margins
in both chambers.
Jordan defended the objections in a
speech Wednesday afternoon on the House
floor, citing Trump’s
rally attendance as
proof he could not have
received fewer votes
than Biden. The Democratic ticket held few
in-person events with
limited attendance on
the campaign trail because of the pandemic.
“We are the
final check and balance,” Jordan said.
“The authority rests
with us, the United
States Congress, the
body closest to the
American people, right
where the founders
wanted it. We should
do our duty. We should
object to and uphold
this objection to the
Arizona electors.”
Ohio Republicans voting to uphold
the state certifications in Arizona and

Pennsylvania
were
Sen. Portman as well
as Reps. Brad Wenstrup of Cincinnati,
Bob Latta of Bowling
Green, Mike Turner of
Dayton, Troy Balderson of Zanesville, David Joyce of Richmond
Heights, Steve Stivers
of Upper Arlington
and Anthony Gonzalez
of Rocky River.
There were no
other valid objections
among the remaining
48 states. The joint session of Congress concluded at around 3:45
a.m. early Thursday
morning.
Portman spoke
out against the objections on the Senate
floor and said he wanted Americans to see
the U.S. government
would “not be intimidated” by the violence
earlier in the day.
Portman was
a co-chair of Trump’s
reelection campaign
in Ohio and acknowledged Wednesday he
had hoped the president would win another term.
But he could
not support the Congressional efforts to
overturn the election
results.
“It’s not a hard
decision. I stand with
the Constitution,” he
said. “What the Constitution makes clear
is people and the states
hold the power. Not
us.”

just to name a few. The
initial recommendations
were to be compiled into
a status report completed
by the end of 2020.
The
CACE
plans to release regular status reports out
to the community and
will continue to interact
with local stakeholders
throughout the County

to gain insight into lived
experience and to help
formulate meaningful
solutions to long-standing issues of structural
racism.
The entire report can be found on
the CACE status report
webpage. CACE is seeking community feedback
on the report; public

conversations can be expected beginning the first
quarter of 2021.
“Every member
of the Citizens’ Advisory
Council on Equity recognizes the importance
of this work on behalf of
the community, and has
put forth great effort and
thoughtfulness in order to
aid in producing the kind

of change we all desire,”
said CACE Chairman
Eddie Taylor. “Structural
racism is a public health
crisis, and we applaud
the County Executive
and County Council for
their willingness to explore all avenues to bring
about its elimination in
our county, and beyond.”

“This could be
the greatest day of our
lives, but you’re gonna
let it be the worst.”
—Bluto Blutarsky, Faber College,
Autumn 1978
On
Christmas eve before bed, I
received a Facebook
message from a friend
overseas. It included a
photo of his hometown
on Christmas night.
More on this later.
We received
a few Christmas cards
this year, all wishing us
“a better 2021.”
The year 2020
had been a hard year
for most folks. Personally, the COVID-19
pandemic claimed three
close friends. All were
professors at the University of Alabama who
played key roles in my
career as a historian.
Additionally, in August
my wife Grace was diagnosed with metastatic
breast cancer. It has metastasized to her lungs
and associated skeletal
structures. This is her
third and probably last
bout with cancer. Surgery in October put
Grace in ICU for days.
There was no Thanksgiving because, due to
radiation and chemotherapy, Grace couldn’t
eat. Our daughter and
her family cancelled
plans to visit due to
COVID restrictions that
would have led to a twoweek quarantine when
they returned to Pennsylvania. That’s when
I gave in to the current
“cancel culture” by canceling Thanksgiving
and Christmas.
Medically, a
case of COVID would
likely kill my wife given
her diminished lung ca-

Tilford
pacity. I avoid as much
contact with people as
possible. No church
since August. No weekly Rotary meetings.
No gym. Grocery store
shopping only when absolutely necessary. For
exercise, I walk alone.
Other than doctor appointments, we were
isolated. I made one
quick trip to the mall to
purchase gloves and a
bookstore gift card for
my wife. Small fake tree
on the entry table. No
gifts out until Christmas
eve when Grace put a
few on the table while
I checked my email
and Facebook. I awoke
at 2:00 a.m. Christmas
morning braced for a
full-on Yuletide pity
party.
A few days before we watched our traditional movie, “Family
Christmas Vacation.”
While John Belushi was
not in this motion picture, for some reason
one of his last notable
quotes from the 1978
classic “Animal House”
flashed into my predawn
subconscious. I was determined to let my 75th
Christmas be one of the
worst days of my life.
My wife may not see

another Christmas, but
when you are a septuagenarian there are no
guaranteed days ahead.
I remember almost all
Christmases after the
age of three. I was an
only child. So was my
father. My mother’s
brother never married.
I had four grandparents for almost half my
life. And my childhood
Christmases were loaded with presents. Great
joyful memories!
My
early
morning darkness reminiscences revived two
truly lousy Yuletides:
Christmas 1971, recently divorced, home from
war, and living alone in
Omaha; and Christmas
1992, after our 14-yearold daughter died. Bad
memories done and
over, I then reflected on
happier years. In 1970,
my first wife, a woman
I met at Intelligence
school, and I had just
married and were serving as intelligence officers in Southeast Asia.
I worked 12-hour shifts
from noon to midnight.
As a new guy I was
partnered with an experienced captain, a devout Jewish family man.
A Christmas ceasefire
allowed for one-man
shifts for Christmas eve
and Christmas day. The
Jewish officer offered
to work three shifts
straight, so I could
spend time with my
wife. I don’t remember
what I gave her, but
she gave me a muzzleloading, hand-crafted
Hmong musket. Christmas celebrated at an
officer’s club in a war
zone was memorable.
Christmas
1972. I was serving in
the Intel shop at head-

quarters, Strategic Air
Command. We were
conducting Linebacker
II, the 11-day bombing campaign over
North Vietnam. Single
guys agreed to work
through Christmas to
enable married officers
to have the day off.
There was a ceasefire
from 6:00 p.m. Hanoi
time Christmas eve to
one minute after midnight on the morning of
December 26. The day
before the ceasefire, Air
Force fighter bombers
destroyed the surfaceto-air missile (SAM)
storage and assembly
area inside Hanoi. This
rendered North Vietnam
virtually defenseless
against B-52 attacks.
Just after midnight on
December 26, 1972,
120 B-52s and associated support aircraft
bombed 10 targets within a 15-minute period. A
few hours later, Hanoi’s
leaders agreed to return
to peace negotiations.
America’s war in Vietnam was over within a
month.
How is this all
connected, and why am
I now celebrating this
new year? In the early
morning darkness, I
recalled the Facebook
message I opened before going to bed. For
his Christmas greetings,
my friend Dr. Nguyen
Hung attached a photo
of bright lights in downtown Hanoi where he is
a history professor at the
National University. We
are veterans of the same
war, enemies now united
as friends; scholars in
search of understanding.
Thanks to Bluto Blutarsky and Nguyen Hung I
decided to make this the
best possible ending to
2020.

The Environmental Protection Agency
released one of its last
major rollbacks under the
Trump administration on
Tuesday, limiting what
evidence it will consider
about risks of pollutants in
a way that opponents say
could cripple future public
health regulation.
EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler said
the new rule, which restricts what findings from
public health studies the
agency can consider in
crafting health protections,
was made in the name of
transparency about government decision-making.
“We’re going to take all
this information and shine
light on it,” Wheeler said
Tuesday, in unveiling the
terms of the new rule in a
virtual appearance hosted
by a conservative think
tank.
“I don’t think we
get enough credit as an administration about wanting
to open up ... to sunlight
and scrutiny,” Wheeler
said of the Trump administration, which has already
rolled back dozens of public health and environmental protections.
Opponents say
the latest rule would

threaten patient confidentiality and privacy of individuals in public health
studies, and call the requirement an overall ruse
to handicap future regulation.
“This
really
seems to be an attempt by
Wheeler to permanently
let major polluters trample
on public health,” said
Benjamin Levitan, a senior attorney with the Environmental Defense Fund
advocacy group. “It ties
the hands of future administrations in how they can
protect the public health.”
Wheeler
said
the rule will go into effect
Wednesday, just one day
after its final terms were
made public, an unusually
brief period. The change
comes after hundreds of
thousands of earlier objections from scientists,
public-health
experts,
regulators, academics, environmental advocates and
others in public hearings
and written remarks, in
some of the strongest protests of recent years to a
proposed EPA rule change.
The new regulation would restrict
regulators’ consideration
of findings from public
health studies unless the

underlying data from them
are made public. The rule
deals with so-called dose
response findings, which
look at harm suffered at
varying exposures to a
pollutant or other toxic
agent.
Some industry
and conservative groups
have pushed for the
change for decades, calling public health studies
that hold confidential potentially identifying data
about the test subjects “secret science.”
The
change
could limit not only future
public health protections,
but “force the agency to
revoke decades of clean
air protections,” Chris
Zarba, former head of the
EPA’s Science Advisory
Board, said in a statement.
Wheeler
said
Wednesday that the increased requirement for
public disclosure would
only increase public acceptance of EPA regulation.
Public
health
studies — such as Harvard’s 1990s Six Cities
study, which drew on
anonymized, confidential
health data from thousands of people to better
establish links between air

pollution and higher mortality — have been instrumental in crafting health
and environmental rules.
The Six Cities study led
to new limits on air pollutants under the Clean
Air Act.
Wheeler was
equivocal Tuesday on
tossing out that pivotal
study in particular as a basis for health rules. “It can
still be used and probably
will be used,” he said. “It
could still pass muster.”
The EPA has

A review of Christmases past

EPA under Trump rolled back protection

been one of the most active
agencies in carrying out
President Donald Trump’s
mandate to roll back regulations that conservative
groups have identified as
being unnecessary and burdensome to industry.
Many of the
changes face court challenges and can be reversed
by executive action or by
lengthier bureaucratic process. But undoing them
would take time and effort
by the incoming Biden
administration, which also
has ambitious goals to fight
climate-damaging fossil
fuel emissions and lessen
the impact of pollutants on
lower-income and minority
communities.
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Library’s MLK Day program to be televised
A new twist
to a Cleveland Public
Library tradition. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Library is
partnering with WOIO
19News to broadcast its
36th Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Celebration.
There are three
opportunities to watch:
On Saturday, January 17 at 7:00 p.m. on
WUAB, channel 43;
January 18 at 9:00 a.m.
on WOIO channel 19
and at 11:00 a.m. on
WUAB channel 43.
“COVID-19
has changed so much in
our lives, but we won’t
let it stop us from honoring the changemakers
and unsung heroes in
the city of Cleveland,”
said Felton Thomas, Jr.,
Executive Director and
CEO of Cleveland Public Library. “The Library collaborated with
WOIO to turn our typical live ceremony into
something even more
special for the community.
Everyone is
invited to tune in to
commemorate a Civil

Rights icon and everyday Clevelanders who
go above and beyond
for their neighbors.”
“WOIO
is
proud to collaborate
with Cleveland Public
Library on this important program that pays
tribute to Dr. King’s
legacy and educates
our community on the
fight for social justice,”
remarks Erik Schrader,
General Manager at
WOIO and WUAB.
“It’s an extension of
our work on “The Next
400” project which is
aimed to help us heal
from centuries of injustices and the unjust
actions witnessed in
2020.”
This
year’s
theme for the MLK
2021 program, “And
Justice for All,” is inspired by the work of
Dr. King, and the writings of author Leslie
Snyder, celebrated abolitionist Frederick Douglass, and President
Theodore Roosevelt.
“Dr. King believed in standing up
for justice, for truth,
to never be afraid to
do what’s right. Our

Lawmakers to address racism
A group of
Ohio lawmakers is renewing a push to declare racism a statewide
public health crisis.
Members of the
Ohio Legislative Black
Caucus were sworn into
their positions during a
virtual ceremony. The
new leadership took
turns taking an oath administered by Justice
Melody Stewart of the
Ohio Supreme Court.
Following the ceremony, the group laid out its
priorities for the 134th
General Assembly.
Public Memorial set for shooting victim Andre Hill
“We need all
legislators on deck to
eradicate this pandemic
and the social ills that
plague our community,”
said newly appointed
OLBC President Rep.
Thomas West (D-Canton).
Many of the
leaders elaborated on
issues hitting communities of color especially
hard, pointing to high
rates of COVID-19 infection, a growing infant mortality rate and
economic hardship.
“We need to get
this House to recognize
that racism is a health
crisis,” said OLBC Second Vice-President Rep.
Catherine Ingram (DCleveland), referring to
a resolution introduced
in the previous session

to declare racism as a
public health crisis.
Ingram
and
Rep. Hearcel Craig (DColumbus) explained
plans to revisit the resolution in the upcoming
legislative session.
Craig said, “It’s
no secret, this issue, the
systemic racism and
what has occurred here
in the city of Columbus.”
During
December 2020, Craig’s
home district experienced two fatal shootings of Black men by
law enforcement. Casey
Goodson Jr. was killed
by a Franklin County
Sheriff’s deputy on December 4th. On December 22nd, a Columbus
Police officer shot and
killed Andre’ Hill. Both
deaths sparked outrage
and demands for racial
justice and police reform.
At the state level, the OLBC pledged to
promote equality.
“We need both
black and white legislators to come together
and end racism and sexism and ageism and all
of the ‘isms’ for future
generations,” said West.
OLBC leaders also said repealing
House Bill 6 is a top
priority. The legislation
is at the center of an alleged $60 million bribery scandal, in which former Ohio House Speaker
Larry Householder was
charged.

honorees have created
opportunities, through
their service, for Clevelanders to experience
freedom and independence,” said Dr. Sadie
Winlock, Chief Equity,
Education & Engagement Officer at Cleveland Public Library.
Viewers
will be inspired by
Cleveland Public Library Drum Major for
Change Award winner
and Cleveland Foundation Senior Vice
President India Pierce
Lee and intrigued by a
frank conversation with
Reverend Dr. Marvin
McMickle,
interim
pastor at Antioch Bap-

tist Church, and young
leaders 14-year old
Madison Reid and 17year old Noah Foster.
Program highlights also
include performances by the Cleveland
Metropolitan School
District All-City Arts
Choir, The Rubber City
Jazz & Blues Festival, a
Karamu House reenactment of Robert F. Kennedy’s 1968 eulogy of
Dr. King, and Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc.,
Delta Alpha Lambda
Chapter.
“Dr. King’s
legacy of fighting for
justice for all is still relevant today. We hope
this celebration inspires

people to find their own
way to honor Dr. King
in their everyday lives,”
remarks Winlock.
Cleveland
Public Library is open
to drive-up and walkup services Monday –
Friday from 10 a.m. – 6
p.m.
The Main Library drive-up window
is open on Saturday
from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
To order your next
read, movie, or audiobook by mail, visit cpl.
org to learn about our
Homebound Service
and Words on Wheels
program.

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®)
will host a virtual celebration for its annual
birthday observance of
Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., continuing a tradition
that began in 1977.
The 44th annual
celebration begins at 2:30
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17. The
online remembrance will
feature an assortment of
musical performances as
well as scholarship presentations and student
speeches honoring the
civil rights leader.
Visit www.tri-c.
edu/MLK2021 to register
for the free event.
The Tri-C celebration is the longestrunning MLK event
hosted in Cleveland.
The tradition began in
1977, six years before
the federal government
designated a day to honor
King.
“Cuyahoga

Community College understood early on the
importance of honoring
Dr. King’s dream of civil
rights and racial harmony,” Tri-C President Alex
Johnson said. “We come
together in his memory
to reflect on the power of
collective action in fighting injustice.”
Musical selections during the prerecorded program will
feature the Tri-C Vocal
Arts Youth Choir, The
Cleveland Orchestra’s
Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration Chorus, the
Tri-C Orchestra, and the
Contemporary Youth Orchestra in residence at
the College.
Speeches will
be delivered by Kenzie
Brown of Olmsted Township and Steve Primeau
of Parma, students from
Tri-C’s Jack, Joseph and
Morton Mandel Scholars
Academy.

Each will present their perspective on
the following statement
inspired by a 1965 King
sermon following attacks
on protestors in Selma,
Alabama: Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things
that matter.
In addition, a
dozen Tri-C students will
be awarded scholarships
from the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Scholarship Fund.
The Cuyahoga Community College Foundation
established the fund in
1991 with support from
the Cleveland Teachers
Union and other generous donors.
The College’s
celebration of King typically takes place at Playhouse Square. The event
moved to a virtual format
this year given the COVID-19 outbreak and community efforts to minimize spread of the virus.

Dine With US Or Join Us

Edwins Restaurant
13101 Shaker Square
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

216-921-3333
Edwins Butcher Shop

Tri-C’s MLK Day program will be virtual

13024 Buckeye Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-417 1100
Tuesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Edwins Institute

To Enroll: Call 216-921-3333
6 MonthsTraining

Attorney James A. Gay

Flowers cheer winter

Winter seems
to go on and on: it can
be almost depressing.
So get rid of this doom
and gloom: brighten up
a room with sunny bulb
flowers.
Little rays of
happiness From tulips to
daffodils, from hyacinths
to grape hyacinths: the
fresh radiant colors of
bulb flowers make them
little rays of happiness.
This wonderful effect is
even intensified by their
fragrance.
Most hyacinths
and many daffodils (especially the ones that
produce multiple flowers
per stem) have a sweet
floral scent. As sweet
as springtime. Go get a
beautiful bunch of bulb
flowers to take home for
yourself, or give some
away. They make everyone happy.
!
Bulb
flowers: the name says it all.
These are flowers produced from a bulb, corm
or tuber. Inside of it is
an immature flower just

JDRF Team Florence Zenobia Crittenden

Florence

Visit Us

Karen Wilson

Through FAVOR & GRACE Over the FLORENCE ZENOBIA CRITTENDEN FOOT SOILDERS ,
including Vickie Anderson R.N., Cupal Homehealth Care and my anonymous supporters for the past 19 years who
encouraged me to form the team. Raising money for OVER 19 Years, I Thank All of my Sponsors for their Generous Donations, Helping to Keep FLORENCE’S NAME & MEMORY ALIVE AS WELL AS HELPING TO FIND
A CURE FOR DIABETES Through JDRF WALKONE NORTHEAST OHIO.. TO MAKE YOUR DIFFERENCE
& HELP WITH THE CURE & KEEP FLORENCE’S NAME ALIVE, GO to JDRF WALKONE NORTHEAST
OHIO THEN, FLORENCE ZENOBIA CRITTENDEN, THROUGH GRACE & FAVOR MY GOAL FOR 2020
WAS $1,000.00, AS of Dec.31, 2020, We’re OVER $3,000.00... PLEASE MAKE YOUR DIFFERENCE OR CONTACT KAREN WILSON @ 216-333-3642. I ‘♥ THANK YOU IN ADVANCE IN THE HOLY NAME OF OUR
LORD AND SAVIOR CHRIST JESUS

“Some things have not changed. When the police advise you that everything
you’ve said will be used against you, they have already made a decision
respecting your immediate future.”
Call me - I can help

(216) 429-9493

From tulips to daffodils, from hyacinths to
grape hyacinths: the fresh radiant colors of bulb flowers
make them little rays of happiness.

waiting to emerge.
A bud grows and
emerges from its bulb to
develop into one or more
flowers. And it’s not just
your mood that gets a
lift from bulb flowers.
Just look at how they enhance the look of a room.
Place a vase filled with
a mix of bulb flowers in
your living room - or at
your workplace - and the
whole space comes alive.
It’s like seeing those first
rays of spring sunshine.
Bulb flowers
can be used to create any
style at all: from a big
bold bunch of a single
kind like tulips to an ultraromantic mixed spring
bouquet. If you want to

go all out sometime,
arrange more than one
bunch of tulips in a
large vase. Now that’s
what we call the wow
effect! More bouquet
and interior styling information is available

at www.ilsysays.com.
Bulb flowers
are easy to care for. Arrange them in a clean
vase filled with fresh
water (possibly with
flower food added). If
necessary, you could
later change the water
in the vase every few
days.
When
the
flowers have wilted,
remove them and clean
the vase thoroughly.
It’s time for a new bouquet! Bulb flowers are
available until the end
of April, so you still
have a long time to enjoy these little rays of
happiness.
Ask your florist for bulb flowers
and pre-forced bulbs
produced by local
growers.

16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

(216) 417-0904
Sellars

Great Service At A Great Location
Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today
Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair

*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses

* We Clean Timberland Boots

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags,

purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Shoerepairsonline.com

