es

SPORTS
Browns Bashed
Badly By Baltimore

MENU TIPS
Lighten Up Your
Winter Dinner
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Toys For Tots event to be held

The Friends of Zack Reed will sponsor its 22nd
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity
Fashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the
needy children of Northeast Ohio. Beverages will be provided with admission. Celebrities invited include: Alec
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20
without a toy).

Conference
DNCevent
NationaltoConvention
Toys ForonTots
be held

Kid’s Corner

Seasons
Greetings

Williams

Ricky Williams, two years
old, is the son of Shequila and Dan
Williams. He attends nursery school.
He has a hearty appetite and his
favorite food is pizza. Being an active kid, Ricky likes to ride his bike
which is his favorite toy.

The Friends
Ohio 8th
HouseReed
District
Black Caucus,
of Zack
will sponsor
its 22nd
Annual
2018 Toys
HolidayGroup,
Party sponsors
& Celebrity
in conjunction
withfortheTots
20/21/20
an
Fashion
Show forum
with theand
goal
to collect
1,000 for
toyspersons
for the
informational
panel
discussion,
needy
children
of Northeast
Ohio.
Beverages
be proaspiring
to become
delegate
nominees
to will
the Demovided
with
admission.
Celebrities
invited
include:
cratic National Convention in 2020. The Forum Alec
and
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa
Panel discussion, will be held from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at
p.m. on Saturday, December 28th 2019, at the MLK
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20
Branch aoftoy).
the Cleveland Public Library.
without
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Prayer rally held for rapper Romell Lanford

A prayer rally and march
sponsored by Survivors/Victims
of Tragedy, Inc. and Black on
Black Crime, Inc.,26151 Lakeshore Boulevard #915,Euclid,
will be held today at 1871 Colonnade for Romell Lanford, Jr.
aka Ro Ro, Rap Name Bellaire_
Roseff.
Lanford, 24, had cut a
record deal and a hot video. He
had a promising future that has
been forever altered.
While at home on January 23, he was shot in the head.
A second bullet to his groin fractured his pelvis.
He has been in a coma
since the incident. Part of his
skull had to be renmoved to relieve the pressure on his brain.
His family needs answers. They are asking anyone
with information to come forward.
Langford faces a long
road ahead of endless rehabilitation.
Langford’s mother and
other family members as well as
fellow rappers will participate in
the rally.
Langford, who goes by
Ro$eff, had been enjoying a ris-

faces.”

According to an earIt’s those very struggles lier interview “The struggle is
that Ro$eff says serve as his big- definitely keeping me motivatgest motivation.
ed. The struggle, like seeing

my mama and everything that we sic.”
done been through. Ever since
Anyone who has any inthen, I’ve been taking that to the formation is asked to call Euclid
heart and putting it all in my mu- police.

Mosque sponsors Family Fun and Give Back Day

Forget To Turn Meals were served Community Center distributed
Masjid Bilal, 7401 Don’t
Euclid
Your Clock Forward
Ave., held a Family Fun and Give to the homeless who reside in donated items from the local
shelters this season and school
Back Day last Saturday.
The event included games, supplies, backpacks, and toys
food, and gifts for all who had were distributed to neighborserved the community throughout hood children.
The Clyde Rahman
the year: police, fire, and EMS.

Langford
ing music career. He participated
in Summer Jam, one of Cleveland’s most popular concerts, in
2017 at Quicken Loans Arena.
He grew up in the Bellaire Road neighborhood and he
began rapping in 2014.
Discovering that he was
doing it for the wrong reasons, he
took a step back from the music.
After taking a three year hiatus,
Ro$eff returned to the rap game
in 2017 with his song,”My City.”
In the song, he describes his daily
struggles. “Y’all don’t know the
struggles and the L’s we took to

Walmart store to all those in attendance.

Alan Seifullah, Gwen Hinton, and Lester Muhammad, from Masjid
Bilal, organize the toy donations for the Family Fun and Give Back Day that
was held last Saturday at the mosque.(ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Albert Najib presented Commander Todd of Cleveland Police Third
District with cards and ballons from members of Masjid Bilal.(ESDN Photo by
Omar Quadir)

Gasoline prices drop slightly
The average price for
gasoline across Northeast Ohio
dropped a dime this week to
$2.48 per gallon, according to
AAA East Central’s Gas Price
Report.
More than 100 million Americans are taking to
the roadways to travel for the
holidays, but that hasn’t had a
large impact on gas prices. At
the start of the work week, only
about a dozen states are seeing
more expensive gas prices with
increases of less than a dime.
While the national gas
price average continues to slowly edge cheaper, it is noticeably
more expensive as compared to
last year’s holidays - by nearly
20 cents.
However, this isn’t deterring people from taking their
holiday road trips and some
states are seeing lower averages
than last year. AAA will continue to monitor prices at the
pump this week as a record-setting amount of Americans prepare to travel over the holiday
season.
At the close of Friday’s
formal trading session on the
NYMEX, West Texas Intermediate decreased by 74 cents to
settle at $60.44. Crude prices

ended the week up slightly
over the previous week amid
increased optimism that trade
tensions are continuing to decline between the U.S and China -- the world’s two largest
crude oil consumers.
This hope has reduced
market concerns that global
crude demand will decrease
next year, helping to raise price
expectations for early 2020.
Crude prices also increased this week after EIA’s
recent petroleum status report
revealed that total domestic
crude stocks decreased by 1.1
million barrels to 446.8 million barrels last week. Total
domestic stocks are 5.4 million
barrels higher than where they
were at this time in 2018.
Motorists can find
current gas prices nationwide,
statewide, and countywide at
GasPrices.AAA.com.
AAA East Central is a
not-for-profit association with
78 local offices in Kentucky,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania
and West Virginia serving 2.7
million members.
News releases are
available at news.eastcentral.
aaa.com. Follow us on Twitter
and Facebook.

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(12-27-19)
(12-20-19)
(12-28-18)
(12-20-19)

Regular
$2.48
$2.50
$2.50
$2.54

Cards and ballons were donated from Masjid Bilal to the local EMS
crew and fire fighters to thank them for their service.(ESDN Photo by Omar
Quadir)

Members of Cleveland’s Third District Police Station accepted the
cards and ballons that were presented from Albert Najib and members of Masjid
Bilal to thank them for their service during the Family Fun and Give Back Day
event, (ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Norman Krumholz, former Cleveland city planner, dies
Former Cleveland city planning director and professor at the Maxine
Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs
at Cleveland State University, Norman
Krumholz, died last Saturday. He was 92
years old.
Krumholz was a past-president
of both the American Planning Association and the American Institute of Certified Planners. In 1987 he was awarded
the Prize of Rome from the American
Academy of Rome. Prior to his joining
the faculty at CSU, Krumholz served as a
planning practitioner in Ithaca, Pittsburg,
and Cleveland, where he was planning
director for 10 years under Mayors Carl
B. Stokes, Ralph J. Perk, and Dennis J.
Kucinich.
Krumholz has written or edited
five books on planning and urban neighborhoods, and has published articles in
many professional journals. His book,
Making Equity Planning Work: Leadership in the Public Sector (with Professor
John Forester) won the Paul Davidoff
award from the Associated Collegiate
Schools of Planning for the best progressive book of the year.
Krumholz’s equity planning
practice on behalf of the poor and working people of Cleveland has become a
national model for planners in other large
cities.
Krumholz put his philosophy
to work as Cleveland’s city planning director from 1969 to 1979, during the administration of Carl Stokes, and succeeding administrations of Ralph Perk and

Krumholz

Dennis Kucinich.
Krumholz was part of a
generation of urban thinkers who
reacted against federally-funded Urban Renewal projects that displaced
low income and minority residents.
Krumholz was born in
Passaic, N.J. in 1927 to Izzak and
Molly Krumholz. He earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of
Missouri in 1952, and master’s degree from Cornell.
He married the former
Virginia Martin, whom he met at
the University of Missouri, and who
worked as archivist for the Roman
Catholic Diocese, the Cleveland

Museum of Art, the Cleveland Museum of Natural History and the Episcopal Diocese before her death in 2014.
Krumholz served as assistant director of the Pittsburgh City
Planning Commission from 1965 to
1969, before he moved to Cleveland.
Krumholz took a dim view
of the era of public-private partnerships that fueled development under
Mayor George Voinovich from 1980 to
1989, and later Mike White, from 1990
to 2002.
Blending government and
private sector funding, led to the renovation and expansion of Tower City
Center, the construction of the Gateway Sports complex and the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in the 1990s, but
these big ticket items failed to address
Cleveland’s poverty and lack of social
mobility.
”The public absorbs all the
risks and the privates get all the profits,” Krumholz had said.
He conceded then that some
neighborhoods, aided by nonprofit
community development corporations,
”have had great success,” but he said,
”it’s not nearly in terms of the scale
that’s needed.”
Krumholz continued to criticize
big-ticket redevelopment projects through in the 2000s during his years as
a member of the city’s planning commission.
In 2014, he was the sole “no”
vote when the city planning commissi-

on approved the design for a $50 million renovation of Public Square, a revamp timed to coincide with the 2016
Republican National Convention.
He said he was worried that
the Public Square project would harm
riders of Greater Cleveland Regional
Transit Authority buses.
He also lashed out at a proposed $25 million pedestrian bridge
from the downtown Mall to North
Coast Harbor. “The bicycle-pedestrian
bridge is a total waste of time,’’ Krumholz said, urging Clevelanders to focus
on safe streets and better schools.
In the introduction to his
2018 book, Krumholz said equity
planning was not radical in nature,
calling it instead an appropriate way
to address the “inherently exploitative
nature” of urban development, which
sorts people by social class and consigns “the poorest and darkest to the
central city or first-ring suburbs.”
He warned that as a pragmatic matter, until social inequalities
are addressed, “older industrial cities are not going to attract significant
amounts of new private investment.”
Krumholz is survived by
his daughter Laura Krumholz (husband, Ron Zartman) and a son Andrew
Krumholz (wife, Masha Moskovich),
of San Francisco; and Helena Koenig of Bethesda, MD, a close friend.
A third child, Daniel I. Krumholz, of
New York, died in 1990.
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YOUR HEALTH

VANTAGE POINT
Dr. Gail Christopher writes about American pediatricians tackling rasism
Years ago, the race equity community approved when
the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) acknowledged that social
determinants of health - economic
stability, education, social and
community context, health and
healthcare, and neighborhood and
environment - are conditions that
affect the quality of life for Americans.
Deep down, we knew
a big piece of the puzzle was still
missing. Research demonstrated
that exposure to racism can harm
a person’s mental and physical
health. But the government never
explicitly included racism as a social determinant of health, despite
the abundance of evidence and the
ever-growing health disparities
imperiling people of color.
However, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
valiantly stepped into the void.
The organization of 67,000 pe-

Christopher

diatricians, which is committed to
optimal physical, mental and social
health and well-being for infants,
children, adolescents and young
adults, recently issued a policy
statement declaring that “racism is
a social determinant of health” with
a profound impact on the health

status of children, adolescents,
emerging adults and their families.
“Although progress has
been made toward racial equality
and equity, the evidence to support
the continued negative impact of
racism on health and well-being
through implicit and explicit biases, institutional structures, and interpersonal relationships is clear,’
AAP stated. “The objective of this
policy statement is to provide an
evidence-based document focused
on the role of racism in child and
adolescent development and health
outcomes...”
Their statement is a significant development. It spells out
that racism is inflicting harm on
our babies as they grow, clearing
the way for pediatricians and other
pediatric health professionals to
proactively engage in strategies to
optimize clinical care, workforce
development, professional education, systems engagement and research. These actions can reduce

the health effects of structural,
personally mediated and internalized racism, improving the health
and well-being of all children,
adolescents, emerging adults and
their families.
Further, the nation’s
changing demographics dictate
the need for pediatricians to have
an unbiased office environment
for children and their families –
data shows that half of the children in American last year were
nonwhite, while U.S Census data
indicated up to two-thirds of pediatricians are white. The demographic imperative coupled with
the rise in hate crimes and overtly
expressed racist, hateful and antiimmigrant sentiments create urgency for protective, harm mitigating actions now.
The AAP policy is a
beacon of hope in troubled times.
With this mandate, pediatrics can
have a powerful impact on the nation - they touch every child, and
nearly every family.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Cut the cost of elective medical expenses
By NATHANIEL SILLIN
Whether it’s a matter of comfort, appearance or
safety, there are many medical procedures that you may
want or need, but your health
insurance won’t cover.
Laser eye surgery
may fall into the want category for most people and
it can be a hefty investment
with each eye costing several
thousand dollars. For those
wanting to start a family,
infertility treatments, which
can cost over $10,000, may
be closer to a need. Yet most
states don’t require health insurance to cover treatments.
Considering
the
lasting impact that these and
other procedures can have on
your life, you may not want
to seek out the least expensive option. However, that
doesn’t mean you should
forgo attempts to save altogether. From tax-advantaged
accounts to comparison
shopping doctors, there are
many approaches to safely
cutting costs.

See if you could get
a tax break. Although tax
breaks don’t lower a medical
procedure’s price, tax deductions can decrease your taxable income and by using a
tax-advantaged account you
may be able to pay for some
medical procedures with income-tax-free money.
Take a medical expense tax deduction. If you
itemize your tax deductions,
you can get a deduction for
your qualified medical expenses that exceed 10 percent
of your adjusted gross income. Laser eye surgery and
some fertility enhancement
treatments may qualify.
However, cosmetic
surgery doesn’t unless it’s
related to a congenital abnormality, disfiguring disease or
an injury resulting from trauma or an accident.
Use an employer-sponsored
flexible spending account
(FSA). Some employers offer
FSAs as an employee benefit.
You can make tax-deductible
contributions to the account
each year and withdraw the
money tax-free to pay for
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qualified medical expenses,
including health insurance
deductibles and copayments.
However, this approach could
require planning as you may
forfeit remaining FSA money
at the end of each year.
Enroll in health insurance
with a health savings account
(HSA). An HSA account is
similar to an FSA in that you
can contribute pre-tax money
and withdraw funds to pay
for eligible medical expenses
tax-free. HSAs don’t have the
use-it-or-lose-it requirement,
but to qualify for an HSA account, you need to enroll in a
High Deductible Health Plan
(HDHP) and can’t be eligible
for Medicare.
Ask your health insurance
company about discounts.
Even when a health insurance
provider doesn’t cover a procedure, members may still be
able to save money by going
through their insurance.
For example, health
insurance generally won’t
cover the cost of Laser eye
surgery, but your provider
may offer a 5 to 15 percent discount if you get the
surgery at partner eye care
centers.Health insurance requirements can also vary
from one state to another,
and you should double-check
your benefits before assuming something isn’t covered.
Infertility treatment is one
of these gray areas, as some
states require health insurance plans to provide coverage while others do not.
Compare costs from
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different providers. Varying
medical costs sometimes
make headlines when patients find out that a $3,000
medical procedure at a hospital could cost several hundred at a nearby clinic. If it’s
not an emergency, there are
websites that you can use
to comparison shop nearby
medical centers and get estimated prices.
Some people also
look for savings in other
countries. Medical tourism
is a growing industry, and
millions of people travel
outside their home countries
seeking lower costs, higherquality services, treatments
that aren’t available at home,
a relaxing environment to
recover in or a combination
of several of these factors.
While the U.S. is a destination for some medical tourists, Canada, Southeast Asia,
Latin America and parts of
Europe are also popular.
Although you may
not be able to convince your
health insurance company
to cover what it considers
an elective procedure; you
can turn to other methods to
save money. As with other
large expenses, you can take
a dual big- and little-picture
approach by looking for tax
breaks that lower your effective cost and savings opportunities that can reduce a
procedure’s price. Nathaniel
Sillin directs Visa’s financial
education programs. To follow Practical Money Skills
on Twitter: www.twitter.
com./PracticalMoney.

How to look out for your lips this winter
(NAPSI)—Presented by Carmex.
When it’s cold outside—and hot and dry
inside—your lips need
extra care to stay soft
and feel comfortable.
Here are five helpful
tips:
Stay hydrated:
Dry, cracked lips can
be improved through
hydration. Remember
to drink water frequently and apply a lip
balm daily to restore
the moisture in your
lips.
Read labels:
For serious moisture,
search for such ingredients as colloidal oatmeal and cold-pressed
antioxidant-rich fruit
seed oil, because they
provide long-lasting
moisture and help rejuvenate lips’ natural
beauty. Carmex Comfort Care lip balms,
which include these
moisturizing ingredients, come in several delicious flavors
like Sugar Plum and
Mixed Berry.
If you’re suffering from dry,
cracked lips, look for
a medicated lip balm
like Carmex’s Classic Original Jar, which
contains soothing ingredients like camphor to provide pain
relief and menthol for
a cooling effect.
Cover your lips
from the cold: Lips can
be stripped of moisture because of dry air
that comes with the
changing weather. Before leaving the house,
cover your lips with a
scarf to protect them.
Remember,
you can still get sunburned: Just because
it’s cold out doesn’t
mean you can’t still be
at risk for sun damage.

Use a daily lip
balm with SPF such
as Carmex Daily Care
Wintergreen with SPF
15 to keep lips hydrated and protected from
the sun year-round.
Keep cold sore
treatment on hand:
Dry, cold winds can
trigger a cold sore
outbreak. Stress and
drastic changes in
temperature, such as
moving from a warm
house to the chilly
outside, can also lead
to a cold sore outbreak
or recurrence.
If you’re susceptible to cold sores,
it could be a good
idea to carry Carmex
Cold Sore Treatment.
While no product
can cure a cold sore,
it may help you feel
more comfortable and

confident. Its unique
formula works on contact to minimize* the
appearance of cold
sores, promote healing, and relieve the
seven worst cold sore
symptoms—pain, itch,
dryness, cracking, redness, scabbing and irritation.
*Product does
not treat viral infections. When used to
help conceal, individual results may vary.
The lip treatments are all available
at Walmart, Walgreens,
CVS, Target and many
other retailers.For further facts and tips, go
to mycarmex.com.
Effective balms
can keep your lips
looking healthy and
moisturized whatever
the weather.

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE

DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for flowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansflowers.com

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Food/Retail Manager:
F e d e r a l
E m p .
Opportunity`Cleveland!
Make $46k-50k. Great Benefits! 3
yrs Food/Retail Mgmt exp. Willing
to relocate.
Send Resume: VCSJOB@va.gov

Call (216) 721-1674

Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity!
$46k-48k. Federal Benefits Pkg!
3 yrs Mgmt.
Exp. Send Resume to:
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com

Drivers, CDL-A: Ours start at $1,635/
wk, most typically earn $90K+/yr!
This regional opening has parking
close to home at your local
Penske Truck Leasing. 2yrs CDLA experience call Penske Logistics:
855-582-4441

9/29/17

3-1-16

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

3/15/19

PRINTING

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Flyers - Program Books
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Funeral Programs
1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

CUSTOM MADE
Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs
To Place Your Order
Call
(216) 721-1674

Drivers, 1 yr Class-A:
$57,000 to $77,000 yr.
$500.00 Orientation Pay!
$16.00/ hr Detention Pay!
Medical, Dental, Vision,
855-200-4631
1-5-18

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil Drivers: OTR & Dedicated.
driver?Full Co. Benefits 26% Excellent Pay + Rider Program
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone! Family Medical/Dental Benefits.
Home Weekends Guaranteed
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
CDL-A, 1 yr. EXP.
Jaro Warren, Ohio
877-758-3905
855-252-1641
1-13-17 - 1-20-2017

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674
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Islam In The Community

How Muslims and Christians celebrate Christmas
It is that time of
year again. The time of year
as a Muslim where I am
asked by co-workers and
friends, “What are you doing for Christmas?” “Why
are you not decorating?”
and “Will you be attending
any Christmas parties?”
Usually my response is always the same,
“I don’t celebrate Christmas.”
But why do Muslims not celebrate Christmas, and what does it mean
to not celebrate?
Well, I’ll start with

the “why not?” I know
Christmas has become such
a cultural phenomenon for
some, that the religious ties
and historical background
are sometimes forgotten.
For many, Christmas is a
fun and joyous occasion
about being with family and
giving.
I don’t argue that
decorating, parties, receiving and giving gifts and
time with family is not fun.
These things are, of course,
not inherently in contradiction with Muslim beliefs.
However, Islam has it’s own

Jesus was sent as a beloved participate in Christmas traProphet of God to deliver ditions with their families,
the word to the people of if at all. And, they also had
his time. However, it is not to consider what and how
the practice of Muslims to they would teach their chilcelebrate the birth of their dren about the celebration
of Christmas as Muslims.
Prophets.
Growing up, my
So, what does
it mean to not celebrate grandparents would send
Christmas? Christmas is us Christmas gifts and my
all around us, and it is not parents would save them
something you can ignore. for us to open on our reliThere are several rituals gious holiday. Many times,
and activities associated my extended family would
with the holiday, from the come together for the holiChristmas tree to the holi- day season. My parents
day charity drives. Do all made the decision for us to
these things fall in the realm attend some of those gatherings, as this was a good
of celebration?
As an African- opportunity for us to see
American born to Muslim and spend time with all our
converts, most of my ex- relatives. Keeping ties and
tended family members good relations with kin is an
are Christian and celebrate important concept in Islam
Christmas. It was an ongo- and to my parents.
At this point, my
Like my parents,
happiness peaked. I was not ing question for my parents
I
know
for
many Muslims,
as
we
grew
up
on
how
to
expecting something like
this. I was expecting a traffic violation. The total was
The
Cuyahoga join our great team. There
$2.35. It did not seem like
much, but there it was. I County Board of Elections are openings for every skill
would be able to enjoy this is inviting the public to at- level so we will seriously
moment for the rest of my tend a job fair as part of our consider every individual
life. Oh, how sweet life can effort to hire over 4,000 in- who walks through the
be, especially at Christmas.
dividuals to assist voters on doors,” said Perlatti.
She handed the Election Day as Precinct
Precinct Election
letter back to me and said, Election Officials (PEOs). Officials earn $172.10 and
“Look, this violation was last In addition, there are open- clerks are paid $11.50 per
week in Miami. I was not in ings for Ride Along Offi- hour for assignments that
Miami last week. This cannot cials, Drop-off Assistants, can last several weeks to
be right.”
Rovers and over 300 open- three months dependent on
My happiness was ings for in-house full-time the assignment.
on a downward spiral. I temporary Clerks.
The fair will be
looked the letter over sevThe Presidential held at the Cuyahoga Couneral times only to discover
Primary Election falls on ty Garage, 2501 Harvard
she was right. She is always
Avenue, Newburgh Heights
right, and here was new St. Patrick’s Day. “Comon Monday, January 6 from
petition
with
the
holiday
is
proof. I advised her to take it
10:00 am until 2:00 pm. For
making
it
a
challenge
to
find
over to the sheriff department
more information call 216all
of
the
people
we
need
to
and see what they think.
It was not long be- administer this very impor- 443-6600.
People don’t have
fore she came back and into tant Election,” said Anthothe house happily whistling ny Perlatti,
to wait for the job fair to
but no dancing.
Director of the apply for work. The Board
“What are you so Board of Elections. “At- is taking applications now.
happy about?”
tending the job fair is a They may apply by calling
She looked at me
great way to learn about our 216-443-6600 or online at
with a smile and a Merry
work and how easy it is to www.443VOTE.us.
Christmas twinkle in her
eye and said, “The sheriff
department told me this was
a fraud. It is not my ticket.
They advised me to destroy it
and forget about it.”
Quality In Used Car Parts
Looking at me smilComplete Line of
ing, she said, “Aren’t you
happy for me?”
Foreign And Domestic Parts
All I could do was
look back, smile, and say,
Used & Rebuilt
“Yes, dear.”
Auto Parts For Sale
Of all the tickets I have received, I could enjoy one for
my wife.
(216) 271-3000
3210 East 65th Street
It was not a very
Cleveland, Ohio 44127
(216) 271-4200
serious issue, but I could
have gotten a lot of mileage
For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
from this. Now it is gone.
Business Cards - Flyers
Just when you think you got
something, it turns out to be
Pamphlets - Brochures
nothing.
Wedding Invitations
I am glad that the
ticket was a fraud. I was
Calendars - Obituaries
thinking of what the apostle
Religious Literature
Paul said. “Be careful for
We Design And Typeset Your
nothing; but in every thing
Material Professionally
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
God” (Philippians 4:6).
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
It is that time of the
Make Money Orders Payable To: Robert Williams Jr.
year when we think about all
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
the things to be thankful. I
Every Monday
am not sure how many blessGrafton Correction........... $40.00
ings I have because some of
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
the more important ones are
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.
NO Refunds
Money Must Be In A Week
ones I do not see. If I rest in
In Advance NO Exceptions
God, he will take care of all
Every Wednesday
the blessings I need in life.
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Rev. James L. Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Snyder is pastor of the Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Family of God Fellowship, Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
PO Box 831313 , Ocala , Every Friday
FL 34483 . He lives with Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
his wife, Martha , in Silver Visit
Saturday Reservations Only
Springs Shores . Call him Marion Correction..........$60.00
8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
at 1-866-552-2543. or e- Visit Time Children
Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
mail jamessnyder2@att.
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required
For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636
net.

unique practices and holy
days.
Christmas is a
Christian holiday that celebrates the birth of Jesus
Christ. The Qur’an venerates both Jesus and Virgin
Mary by sharing their story
of Jesus’ miraculous birth,
his special gift of speaking from the cradle, and his
ability to perform miracles
with the help of God. Muslims believe that his mother
Mary is one of the greatest
women to ever live, and
a chapter of the Qur’an is
devoted to her. We believe

A Look At My World

Is this a Christmas present of what?
By JAMES L. SNYDER
One great blessing
of Christmas is presents. Of
course, at my age, I am not
too interested in what I am
getting but rather what I am
giving.
I cannot think of one
thing I really would want. I
got everything I need even
though some of it may be old
and outdated. As long as it
works, I’m happy with that.
Therefore, it is not what I am
receiving that is important to
me. I love to see the smile on
the grandchildren’s face as
they open up a present. I am
just as delighted as they are
opening their gifts because I
did not buy it. I paid for it,
but it is the job of the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage to do all of the shopping,
gift buying, wrapping, and
everything that goes with it.
If it were up to me, nothing
would really get done, which
would be sad.
As I say, I am not
looking for much for Christmas this year, just to enjoy
the family and celebration.
Then something happened
this past week that changed
that attitude of mine.
In the mailbox this
week, I received a letter from
the state traffic department. I
was a little nervous opening
it because I’ve never received
such a letter before. Why
were they sending me a letter? What kind of trouble am
I in?
When I opened it, I
noticed it was a traffic violation notice. Upon further
notice, I saw it was not for
me. Can you guess who this
traffic violation was for? Two
guesses, and it’s not me.
I’m not too much
into dancing, but I must admit, I did a little happy dance

as I read this letter.
Accordingly, my
wife had a traffic violation,
and a camera recorded it.
Looking at the picture, it did not look anything
like my wife. The whole picture was blacked out so you
could not see anything. Oh
well, it did have her name on
it, what more do I need?
Walking into the house, I
was cheerfully whistling and
maybe some dancing.
“What are you so
happy about?”
Looking at my wife,
I said, “I’m sorry. What did
you say?” I heard her, but I
wanted to hear her repeat it.
“You heard me.
What are you so happy
about?”
I was going to ask
her to repeat it, but I thought
otherwise.
Handing her the letter, I said with the biggest
grin on my face I have ever
had, “You have a traffic violation ticket.”
There are times in
life to celebrate, and, as far as
I was concerned, this was one
of those times. I do not very
often if ever, get one over
on the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage. This was the
first time, and I did not quite
know how to handle myself.
How much happiness is too
much happiness?
“This cannot be my
ticket,” she said with a very
disgusting growl.
“I think it is. It has
your name and your license
plate number on it. Who
else’s is it?”
She went outside
to her van and checked the
license plate number. It was
not the right number.
“It is not the right license plate number, so it cannot be mine.”

Want To Buy

Ali-Wepner
Boxing Poster
March 24, 1975
“Chance Of A Lifetime”

Muhammad Ali
vs.
Chuck Wepner
Illustrated Cardboard
Poster - 14” x 22”
Boxing Show Held At The Richfield
Coliseum (Richfield, Ohio)
Also Interested In Buying
The “On-Site” Boxing Program

Call: (330) 856-7047 Or
(216)721-1674

Election Day job fair to be held

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

determining what consti- a year called Eid, as well as
tutes celebrating is often the month of Ramadan, that
a topic of discussion. It come at different times of
typically comes down to the year based on the lunar
individuals deciding for calendar.
Our holidays are
themselves how they define celebrating the holiday. filled with spending time
That may look like different with loved ones, charity,
things for different people. worship and other festive
For example, I do activities. I use these oppornot buy a Christmas tree or tunities to share my holiday
decorate my home. Howev- with friends and co-worker, during the holidays there ers of other faiths by givare often charity drives ing gifts, bringing treats to
through different organiza- work, and inviting others to
tions. Because I would ordi- have a dinner meal with me
narily give charity any time during Ramadan.
of year, I donate to these
Islam, like Judaism
charities with the intention and Christianity, has its own
of giving back.
unique holidays with some
Often, when peocustoms we share in comple hear I do not celebrate
Christmas, they express mon.
their “condolences.” It may
Wanted Experienced
seem like many of us are
Journalist
missing out, but I don’t see
Call (216) 721-1674
it that way. Parties, giving
gifts, and decorating are
SubscribeTo
things that we do on other
EAST SIDE
DAILY NEWS
occasions.
Muslims have two www.eastsidedailynews.com
Call (216) 721-1674
major holiday celebrations
In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:

Imam Mutawaf Shaheed
216-938-8059

email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person
Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!

Call (216) 721-1674
Wanted

Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team
Baseball Collectibles

Items From Other Cleveland Teams That
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs
Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:

Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter
Minnie Monoso - Al Smith
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar

Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
Specializing In Residential Driveways

 A + Rating By BBB 

Roof Repair & Tune-up
Kitchen and Bathroom

30% Savings

Driveway
(Concrete and Asphalt)
• Siding
• Masonary Work
• Rec. Rooms *
• Seal Coating
• Siding
• Roofing
• Handicap Shower
And Walk In Tubs

• Windows
Roof Leaks? We Can Help!

Need Help? Great Financing!!

Call:
(216) 397-6349
Visit Our Website: Class1Pavers.com

1481 Warresnville Ctr. Rd.South Euclid, Ohio 44121 

Ohio men’s basketball round-up
The Ohio State Men’s Basketball is a surprising 11-1
and is the 2nd-ranked team in the nation on the young season,
having lost only to Big Ten foe Minnesota. On the way to their
lofty perch, the Buckeyes handed perennial power North Carolina a 25-point beatdown – the Tar Heels worst Home loss since
2013. OSU’s last win was a big 71-65 victory over Kentucky.
Kaleb Wesson paces OSU with 13.9 PPG and nine rebounds
In the Mid-American Conference, all games have been nonconference ones. Kent State’s Men have a 10-2 record and won
their last two games. They’ve lost only to No. 2 Ohio State and
California-Irvine.
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November Boxing Fest Amateur Box Show will be
held at First Faith Development Corp., 790 Easter Ave.,
Door 3, Akron 44307 on Saturday, November 16. For information call Popeye Richardson at 330-815-1653.

CSU women start season on fire
By ANDREW CARTER

Cleveland State’s Women have started the season on fire,
as they’ve posted a 9-1 record. After an opening night loss to Bowling
Green, they’ve reeled off nine straight non-conference wins. A couple
of Mariah’s – Miller and White – have earned Horizon League Player
of the Week honors amid the Lady Vikings’ success. Miller is the leading scorer among league players. The Horizon League schedule begins after Christmas. Among other NE Ohio Div. I Women’s teams,
Youngstown State – also of the Horizon League - has a respectable 6-4
record. In the Mid-American Conference, Kent State is 5-3 and Akron
is 5-4 in the early season going, thus leaving all with a winning record.

Browns bashed badly by Baltimore; 31-15
By KARL BRYANT
The Browns played
good football for 28 minutes. Then they resorted to
being the 2019 edition of the
Browns. They gave up two
TDs in the final two minutes
of the 1st Half and that was
that. They did very little in
the 2nd Half as they were
beaten by the Ravens, 31-15,
in a game that was not even
that close.
Five of the Browns 17
1st Downs came by way of
penalty. The Ravens had a
whopping 31 1st Downs –
29, the old fashioned way:
they earned it. The Ravens
had twice as many yards of
Total Offense as Cleveland
did. Browns receivers had to
battle for the ball just about
every time one came their
way. Baltimore receivers
were open almost every time
and sometimes were eyeblinkingly alone in splendid
isolation.
Mark Andrews, who the
Browns must’ve forgotten
was on Baltimore’s roster
because he was open when
thrown to, caught six passes
- two for TDs. Lamar Jackson

Mayfield
solidified his case for being
the NFL’s MVP by passing
for 238 yards and three TDs,
while running for 103 yards,
although he did lose a fumble. (Porter Gustin recovered
his fumble.) For the last 32
minutes of the game, he rarely faced a pass rush. Mark Ingram, who ran for 55 yards,
caught Jackson’s other TD
pass. The Ravens amassed
243 yards on the ground.
After the game, Baltimore Coach John Harbough
explained Jackson’s success,
stating, “Nobody got close
to Lamar. He had forever to
stand back there and throw.
He sorted everything out

Cavs win three in a row
By KARL BRYANT

The Cavs have won threein-a-row, taking full advantage of a three-game preChristmas Homestand. After
beating Charlotte, 100-98
– in the process surviving
a 35-point (19 in the final
stanza) effort by Shaker Hts.
Alum Terry Rozier - they
went on to gash the Grizzles,
114-107, and then survive
against the Hawks, 121-118.
It’s the first time CLE has
won three straight since LeBron James graced their roster
two years ago.
In the game against Memphis, the Cavs hunted down
the Grizzlies, outscoring
them in the 4th Quarter by
13 points. They took the lead
on a trey by Kevin Love,
who had 21 points and 13
rebounds, with just over a
minute left. Jordan Clarkson
poured in 33 points in what
turned out to be a showcase game for him. Tristan
Thompson had 10 points and
15 rebounds. Jaren Jackson,
Jr. led the Grizzlies with 24
points.
A couple of days later, the
Cavs went by the script they
used in the Charlotte gamegetting a big lead and then
almost squandering it. Prior
to the game, it was reported
that Clarkson was traded to
the Jazz for little-used Dante

Exum and two future 2nd
Round Draft picks. Clarkson,
who would be a Free Agent
next year, is third in scoring
for the Cavs, even though he
comes off the Bench. Clarkson did not play after he was
traded.
With Clarkson not playing,
the young trio of Cavs guards
took over the scoring slack,
as Collin Sexton led the Cavs
with 25 points, Darius Garland scored 21, and Kevin
Porter, Jr. put in 15. Love
added 20 points.
Trae Young, who led the
Hawks with 30 points, missed
a trey at the buzzer that
would have tied the game.
The Hawks almost came back
from being 14 down with five
minutes left to play. John
Collins, returning from a 25game NBA-mandated suspension for banned substance
use, scored 27 points. Deandre Hunter added 23 points.
Atlanta starters accounted for
101 of their 118 points.
Afterwards, Cavs Coach
John Beilein gave his players
praise for growing as a team,
saying, “I don’t know if we’d
win this game a month ago.”
He also gave Larry Nance,
Jr., who sat out the game
with a knee problem, props
when he said he missed him,
because, “He’s sort of like a
Swiss Army Knife: He does a
lot of things.”

Chubb
and did a great job of making his reads and making his
throws.”
Baker Mayfield’s 20 completions out of 33 passes, on
the surface, looked close to
Jackson’s 20 of 31, but he
passed for only 192 yards.
There was also a laughable
series of plays near the end
of the 1st Half after Baltimore had scored their 1st TD,
when three straight Mayfield
passes were tipped to force a
Browns punt. After receiving
the punt, it took the Ravens
only two plays to score again.
Mayfield threw an interception and almost another,
when he was throwing the
ball away, no less, but it was
wiped out by penalty.
Nick Chubb, who leads the
NFL in rushing, was held to
just 45 yards. The Browns
only made 49 yards on the

ground. When the Browns
tried a halfback option
pass, there actually were
two Ravens on Kareem
Hunt as he lifted his arm
to throw. He finished with
zero yards on three rushes.
DB Dararious Randle,
when he wasn’t watching a
Raven scoring a TD, managed to lead the Browns
with 10 tackles.
After the game, Browns
Coach Freddie Kitchens
put things in a nutshell
when he said, “At the end

of the day, we did not get
off the field on third down.
They were 7-11
on third down and were
3-12 so there is a big discrepancy there, and we had
opportunities. We had opportunities to make some
plays and we just did not
do it.”
OL Joel Bitonio looked
on the bright side when
asked about possibly ending the year on a high note,
saying, “We’re going to
improve on the mistakes

we made today and come
away with a win against
Cincinnati.” When asked
about Chubb possibly winning the NFL rushing title,
he said, “That would be a
great thing and look good
for the offensive linemen.
But, the important thing is to get wins,
and Nick would tell you
this, if we could exchange
some of the yards for more
wins, we would take that
in a second.”

By ANDREW CARTER

lin Hodges was replaced
by Mason Rudolph after he
threw two interceptions. Rudolph did better, but later got
injured in the 4th Quarter and
Hodges returned, but was
unable to do much. The two
QBs combined for 185 yards
passing. The Steelers rushed
for just 75 yards as a team.
James Conner left the game
in the 2nd Quarter after gaining 32 yards.
In a remarkable close statistical battle, Sam Darnold
threw for 183 yards and a TD.
Former Steeler RB Le’Veon
Bell ran for 72 of the Jets’ 85
yards.
Down 10-0, the Steelers
did little until finally getting a Chris Boswell 49 YD

FG with 1:18 remaining in
the 1st Half. T.J. Watt then
caused and recovered a
Darnold fumble to give the
Steelers the ball back. With
seconds left in the Half, Rudolph threw a 29 YD TD
Pass to Diontae Johnson to
tie the game, 10-10. Jets K
Sam Ficken’s second and
third FGs of the day, in the
3rd and 4th Quarter respectively, gave N.Y. the win.
Steelers Coach Mike
Tomlin afterward, commented, “This time of year
is ‘put up or shut up time’
and we didn’t get the job
done today. We accept responsibility for that and the
ramifications of it.”

Steelers lose, must sweat out playoff spot
If the Steelers would’ve
won their last two games,
they would own a Wild Card
berth. Unfortunately, they
lost a very winnable game
against the Jets, 16-10, and
now they’re in trouble. If
Tennessee beats the Texans
next week, the Titans will
be the last Wild Card team.
(The Bills have the 1st Wild
Card.) The Steelers must beat
the Ravens to have a chance.
A win is possible since the
Ravens plan to rest presumptive NFL MVP, QB Lamar
Jackson, in the regular season
finale, as they’ve clinched
Home Field Advantage.
In the Jets game, QB Dev-

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Roy Jones versus fighters of the 70’s, 80’s
Where would Roy
Jones Jr. have fit in during
the talent rich 70’s and early
80’s? I have picked who, in
my opinion, were the ten
best light heavyweights of
that time period. Eight were
champions and two were
long time contenders. I then
matched each against Jones
in scheduled 15 round bouts
as they were back then. Based
on my recollections of these
boxers talents, I have formed
the following scenarios.
Pierre Fourie was a
gifted boxer, but a light hitter.
What saw him through two
wars a piece against Bob Foster and Victor Galindez was
his craftiness and his durability. Those same attributes
would probably carry him 15
rounds against Jones. Fourie
would steal a few rounds, but
drop a rather one sided decision.
Yaqui Lopez fought
them all; Victor Galindez,
John Conteh, Saad Muhammad, Michael Spinks, and
Mike Rossman. He was a
strong, durable fighter with a
decent punch. His draw backs
were slow hands and feet and
that he cut easily. Jones eats
up slow fighter. This one
would have resembled Jones
bout with Del Valle. Jones by
shutout decision or late round
stoppage.
Marvin Johnson was
interesting boxer. Johnson’s
southpaw style and aggression may surprise Jones. In
the early going. Jones would
have his hands full. Johnson
was like a wind up toy though
and as he started to slow
down Jones would begin take
over and punish him. Jones
by knockout between rounds
7 and 10, but it would be ex-

Spinks
Foster
Jones
citing while it lasted.
has Holyfield’s heart. I’ll go
Victor
Galindez out on a limb and take Qawi
was made to order for Jones. by decision.
Galindez’s style of leaning
Michael Spinks was
against the ropes and cover- a fighter who did so much
ing up while waiting to throw wrong and yet never lost
countershots would be sui- a fight at 175 pounds. The
cidal against Jones. Galin- “Spinks Jinx” is how. Jones
dez was a tough guy and I would respect Spinks’s powdon’t know if Jones could er but Spinks looks so easy
have knocked him down, but to hit that Jones would try
Jones would have cut him to to go after him. Jones would
ribbons. The fight would be land his share of shots, but
stopped within ten rounds.
Spinks’s twisting, turning
Mattew Saad Mu- style would keep him from
hammad would not be able to putting too many together.
catch Jones with his hammer When there is a lull in the aclike right hand. I think Jones tion Spinks would trade jabs
would box cautiously re- with Jones on a fairly even
specting Saad’s power. Jones basis. As the bout wears on
would be in and out punch- past the tenth round Jones
ing in flurries and piling up is becoming frustrated by
points. Saad’s tendency to cut Spinks’s style. Although
could play a role here. Jones ahead on points Jones in his
by decision or late round frustration gets careless and
stoppage.
the “Spinks Jinx” takes him
Dwight Muhammad out. Spinks by a late round
Qawi wascalled the “Cam- come from behind knockout.
den Buzzsaw.” This man
Bob Foster was
was mean aggression done the most intimidating light
with style. A prime Michael heavyweight of our time. I
Spinks and Evander Holy- honestly think Foster would
field had all they could do to come into this bout with
edge past him. Styles make a strong dislike for Jones.
fights and this is one style that You don’’t trash talk Foster
could trouble Jones. Jones and we know how Bob gets
would have to box Qawi just when he’s angry. Remember
like Holyfield did in their first Vincente Rondon? That’s not
fight. It would be all action saying that Jones is anything
and I wouldn’t be surprised like Rondon, but Jones would
if Jones didn’t hit the canvas be facing a man who was
in this one. Qawi might too. jabbing on even terms with
Jones has a lot of good quali- Muhammad Ali !!! Jones’s
ties but he has yet to prove he speed would give Foster trou-

ble early on but Jones would
have trouble getting past Foster’s jab. I think once Jones
tasted Foster’s power he’d
be on his bicycle for the rest
of the evening. This could be
like Foster’s bout with Ray
Anderson. Foster by easy decision or by kayo, anytime.
Eddie
Mustapha
Muhammad may have been
more competitive at 160
pounds. At this weight Muhammad, although a dangerous puncher, was slow. He
would try to counter punch
Jones with little success.
Jones would out speed and
out box Muhammad and win
an easy, boring decision.
John Conteh may
have been one of the best
boxers to come out of England in the last 30 years. In
his prime, he was a masterful boxer and a hard puncher.
This could have turned into a
chess match and there would
be some exciting exchanges.
The difference here would
be Jones’s slightly quicker
hands and Conteh’s weak
chin. Jones by a hard earned
decision or a late round stoppage.
The three boxers I
picked to beat Jones are all in
the Hall Of Fame so there is
no shame there. Jonesdominated a weak division for a
very long time. Although not
his fault, it is very difficult to
determine how good Jones
really was. By the time some
tough competition appeared,
Jones’s skills had started to
erode. Antonio Tarver and
Glencoffe Johnson are very
good fighters and worthy
champions.
Still I’ll aways feel
that a prime Jones would
have handled them.
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On The Town
MOVIES * MUSIC * THEATER * DANCE * RESTAURANTS * NIGHT LIFE

'All Hail the Queen' a tribute to Aretha Franklin
Aretha:
The
Queen of Soul will be at
the Hanna Theatre on Saturaday, January 18 at 4:00
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
A Tribute “All
Hail the Queen!” ~ Charity Lockhart, hailed as one
of the finest vocalists in
the country, stars in this
spectacular homage to one
of the greatest female vocalists of all time, Aretha
Franklin.
Franklin’s iconic
career spanned six decades, inspiring and influencing generations of
aspiring musicians and vo-

calists.

In her life, she
recorded countless classics, garnered 18 Grammy
Awards, The Presidential
Medal of Freedom (the
USA’s highest civilian honor), and earned the #1 spot
as Rolling Stone Magazine’s
list of The Greatest Singers
of All Time.
This stunning concert stars the immensely
talented Charity Lockhart,
accompanied by her specFranklin
tacular 10-piece band as they
celebrate the legendary life fer Hudson is starring as the
& music of Aretha Franklin. legendary Queen of Soul,
Oscar winner Jenni- Franklin, in the new biopic

Respect, due in theaters in
August 2020.
The film, which
will cover Franklin’s childhood, rise to stardom, and
impact on the civil rights
movement, co-stars Mary J.
Blige, Forest Whitaker, and
Tituss Burgess.
Franklin
handpicked Jennifer Hudson to
play her in a film about her
life.
She will never be
forgotten.
Two completely
unrelated projects about
her life are getting ready
for their 2020 debuts: one

Black Nativity opens at Karamu House
A reimagined and
contemporary version of
Langston Hughes’ famed
retelling of the Nativity
story is now playing on the
Cleveland Foundation Jelliffe Theatre stage, 2355
East 89th Street through
December 29, 2019.
This year’s production of this Karamu
classic, now set in 2019,
features new musical arrangements and captivating, contemporary choreography. Director, Tony F.
Sias, leads a talented cast
of vocalists who bring this
joyful, soulful and vibrant
gospel musical to life,
under the masterful musicianship of Dr. David M.
Thomas, Music Director
and brilliant choreography
of Kevin Marr II.
Director Tony F.
Sias is the President and
CEO of Karamu House,
Inc., America’s oldest African American producing
theatre. Under the direction and leadership of Sias
since 2015, Karamu has
been widely accredited
for producing professional
theatre, arts education, and
programming for all communities while honoring
the African American experience.
Prior to his tenure
at Karamu, Sias served in
several progressive roles
for the Cleveland Metropolitan School District
(CMSD) including Direc-

Sias
tor of Arts Education and Artistic Director of Cleveland
School of the Arts. As a creative, Sias has produced, performed in, and directed more
than 100 productions.
Additionally, Sias
has received the Ohio House
of Representatives Tribute
for Excellent Leadership in
CMSD’s All-City Arts Program and the Certificate of
Special Congressional Recognition for Contributions in
Education and Cultural Arts.
His work has been
highlighted nationally in The
New York Times, American
Theatre Magazine, and on
NBC’s Today, among others. Sias served as a delegate
from the U.S. Department
of State in Istanbul, Turkey,
representing the Council of
International Programs in the
Youth Arts for Peace Project.
In 2018, Sias was
inducted into The HistoryMakers, the largest African American oral history
archive collection in the U.S.
In 2019, Sias was named the
Cleveland Arts Prize Barbara

MENU TIPS

Lighten up your winter supper
When you want a
delicious, healthy meal,
and timing is tight—go
fish! Garden Fish Fillet
balances the delicate flavors of fish, fresh herbs,
carrots and grapes.
A generous grating of nutty Jarlsberg
cheese adds a tasty touch
to this simple supper.
Cleanup is quick and
easy, too.
Garden Fish Fillet
(Serves 4)
4 4-ounce pieces boneless white fish fillets
1 tablespoon olive oil
4 tablespoons chopped
fresh herbs (dill, tarragon, chives, parsley)
2 cups shredded carrots
1 cup halved seedless
green grapes
1 cup (4 ounces) grated

Jarlsberg cheese
4 lemon slices
Preheat oven to
425°. Coat fillet pieces
with olive oil; arrange in
a foil-lined, oven-proof
baking dish. Mix together
herbs, carrots, grapes and
cheese.
Divide mixture
into equal portions to
cover each fillet, then top
each with a lemon slice.
Cover dish tightly with foil and bake
20 minutes. Let stand 5
minutes, covered, before
serving.
If desired, drizzle
with a simple lemon vinaigrette and a few grindings of fresh black pepper. Serve with steamed,
lightly buttered asparagus
and baby red potatoes.

S. Robinson award winner,
was selected as a fellow in
the National Arts Strategies
Chief Executive Program
in partnership with Harvard
Business School and continues his service as a National Board member for the
League of Historic American Theaters. Sias earned a
Bachelor of Science degree
in dramatic art from Jackson
State University in Jackson,
Mississippi and a Master of
Fine Arts in acting from The
Ohio University.
The cast includes:
The Narrator-Prophet D.
Seay Mary-Kailyn Mack
Joseph-Rashawn Kadeem
Dancer-Jameelah Rahman
Dancer-Duave Hairston

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Coleman Hawkins
Mention tenor saxophone stylists today and
Coleman Hawkins is the first
name that comes up. He was
a pioneer whose full-bodied warm tones and buoyant
rhythmic feel have inspired
countless jazz musicians since
the 1930's.
Hawkins was born in
St. Joseph, Mo. in 1904. His
music studies began on piano,
cello and, by age nine, tenor.
He gained fame as a
soloist for his first recordings
with Fletcher Henderson's
band in 1923. He left the band
in 1934 to perform and record
in Europe with Benny Carter,
Django Reinhardt and others.
In 1939, he returned
to the U.S., formed a nine
piece band (until 1941) which
recorded his biggest, "Body
& Soul," and, then a nationally recognized artist, he assembled the band for the first
bop record session (on Apollo)
in 1944.
Hawkins continued
to tour internationally and to
record with major jazz luminaries until the late 1960s. By
then, his health was declining
due to heavy drinking. He
died on May 19, 1969 of bronchial pneumonia in New York
City's Wickersham Hospital.
Hawkins was the
most influential person in the
evolution of the tenor saxophone, enjoying great artistic
and commercial success and
the first tenorman to creatively
reconstruct ballads. He was
considered a legend in his own
time and is still admired today
for his extraordinary artistry.
Countless recordings
he made are still available.

Vocal
Ensemble-Coley
Banks IIIVocal Ensemble-A.
Harris Brown Vocal Ensemble-Darelle Hill Vocal Ensemble-Bonita Jenkins Vocal
Ensemble-Christina Johnson
Vocal Ensemble-Damon Johnson Vocal Ensemble-Joshua
McElroy
Vocal Ensemble-Delisa Medlea
Vocal Ensemble-Mary Francis R. Miller.
Black
Nativity
through Sunday, December
29, 2019 Performances on
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays are at 7:30 pm Performances on Sundays are at
3:00 pm.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Comedies)

1. In the 'Player's
Club' (1998), rapper/actor
Ice Cube wrote, directed and
executive-produced the film
about an African-American
girl (Lisa Raye) who pays
for her college tuition by
dancing at a strip club, but
who is the black comedian
who plays "Dollar Bill:" the
club owner and who now has
his own T.V. sitcom about a
comedian who is raising his
sister's 3 kids because she is
a drug addict?
2. Comedian D.L.
Hughley went from hosting
a show on BET to starring
in his own T.V. sitcom 'The
Hughleys,' about a successful,
snack vending machine
entrepreneur who moves his
African-American family
to an integrated suburb, but
in what movie did he star
as one of four, close, male
friends and whose character
was married to a reserved,
proper wife who was afraid
to try new love techniques?
3. Cedric The Entertainer
is best known as
Steve Harvey's best friend on
'The Steve Harvey Show,' but
in what film did he star as a
black minister who is hired by

an African-American family
to hold the funeral for a
recently departed loved?
4. In 'Showtime'
(2001), white, acting legend
Robert DeNiro stars as a
cop who is hired by a T.V.
production company to have
a camera crew follow him
on his daily patrol to star in
a 'reality show' about police
officers, but who is the black,
comedy legend who plays
DeNiro's partner that uses
this opportunity to fulfill his
acting dreams?
5. Martin Lawrence
made his comical, motionpicture
debut as one of the
hot, neighborhood homies
on a sweltering summer day
in Bed-Stuy, N.Y. in Spike
Lee's 'Do The Right Thing'
(1989), before starring in his
own, FOX sitcom 'Martin,'
but in what movie does he
star as an employee at a
medieval theme park who is
transported back in time to
the 1300s in England?
ANSWERS: 1. Bernie Mac
2. 'The Brothers' (2001) 3.
'Kingdom Come' (2001)
4. Eddie Murphy 5.
'Black Knight' (2001)

for the big screen and one
for the small. The National
Geographic
mini-series
starring Cynthia Erivo as
the Queen of Soul and the
big-screen biopic.
Franklin, who is
most known for powerful
anthems and moving gospel, actually transcended
boundaries before her death
in August of 2018. An integral voice in both the music
industry and the civil rights
movement, her cultural
impact is often outshined
by her musical legacy (17
Grammys will do that).
The legend’s entire
life, from child gospel prodigy to rising stage star to
noted feminist and activist,
will be covered in the MGM
biopic, Respect.
Hudson brought
the crowd at Franklin's funeral to their feet with a rendition of “Amazing Grace”
that would have made the
soul queen proud.
Set for August 14,
2020, Respect will make
its way into theaters on
the cusp of awards season.
Aretha: The Queen of Soul
at the Hanna Theatre will
be a good preview of her
legendary musical career.
Tickets are on sale now at
playhousesquare.org.

FILMS:
1. 'House Party' (1990)
2. 'Boomerang' (1992)
3. 'Bad Boys' (1995)
4. 'Life' (1999)
5. 'Big Momma's House'
(2000)
ROLES:
a) wrongfully imprisoned
for more than 40 years

b) bad-breathed, D.J. for
Kid 'N' Play
c) disguised in under cover
cop mission
d) ad exec friend of playboy
e) switches places with police
partner
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3, e;
4, a; 5, c

Morris Chestnut),that is what
makes The Perfect Guy a significant film.
Sanaa Lathan’s first,
memorable role was as a
vampire in Marvel Comics’
action/horror Blade (1998).
After that, she starred in the
action/horror AVP: Alien vs.
Predator (2004). But, she is
most recognized for the romantic drama Love and Basketball (2000), the Denzel
Washington dramatic thriller
Out Of Time (2003) and the
ensemble, romantic comedies The Best Man (1999)
and The Best Man Holiday
(2013) [both with Morris
Chestnut]. Chestnut made
his debut in John Singleton’s
Boyz ‘N’ The ‘Hood (1991)
and has starred as the lead,
love interest in bothTwo Can
Play That Game (2001) and
The Brothers (2001). Michael Ealy is known more
as a ‘bad boy’ character in
movies such as Halle Berry’s
tragic lover in Their Eyes
Were Watching God (2005)
or the ex-con playboy in
Barbershop (2002) and Barbershop 2: Back In Business
(2004). Lathan reunites with
Chestnut again with Ealy
added to the cast to make The
Perfect Guy.
At the beginning
of the movie, Leah Vaughn
(Sanaa Lathan) and Dave
King (Morris Chestnut)
seem to be a great, AfricanAmerican, California couple.
She is a beautiful, golden
brown-skinned,
business
executive and he is a handsome, dark-skinned architect.
But, after attending Leah’s
white, blonde, friend Karen’s
(Kathryn Morris) wedding
anniversary party, Leah tells
Dave that she is tired of dating and wants to get married.
Dave is highly resistant, using his parents’ and siblings’
divorces as reasons not to
wed. Through heart-broken
tears, Leah decides to breakup with Dave.

2 months later, Carter Duncan (Michael Ealy)
recognizes Leah in a restaurant after a chance meeting
they had at a coffee shop
8 weeks ago. The goldenbrown-skinned, blue-eyed
Carter tells her that he works
in ‘corporate espionage and
network protection’. When
they kiss later, Leah is overwhelmed with infatuation.
On their first, ‘official’ date,
they go to a reggae nightclub
and make passionate love in
the club bathroom. Leah introduces Carter to her white
girl-friend, Karen, and her
dark-skinned, black girlfriend, Alicia (Rutina Wesley). Through casual conversation, they learn that Carter
was adopted but they think he
is ‘The Perfect Guy.’
When Leah takes
Carter to her home, he is introduced to her white, nextdoor neighbor, Mrs. McCarthy (Tess Harper) and Leah’s
pet cat, ‘Rusty.’
Leah takes Carter
to meet her parents, brownskinned Roger (Charles S.
Dutton) and dark-skinned
Evelyn (L. Scott Caldwell).
After he thoroughly impresses her parents, Leah isshocked and horrified when
Carter viciously beats a man
at a gas station when Carter
thinks the stranger is flirting
with her.
Days later, Carter
apologizes and pledges his
love to Leah, but she tells
him that its over. When he
starts to stalk her, she reputes
his advances, making him
even more angry.
Leah talks to police
Detective Hanson (Holt McCallany) but he tells her at
this stage, there’s not much
the law can do. After leaving
an ominous note on her car,
Leah gets a restraining order
against him. Using a hidden, spare key to break into
her house, he kidnaps the cat,
Rusty. Dave calls Leah and,

after they talk, they rekindle
their relationship.
When Carter follows Leah and Dave to a
restaurant, Dave warns him
to say away from her. After
Mrs. McCarthy catches Carter putting a camera in Leah’s
smoke detector, he chases
the woman home and shoves
her down a staircase, killing
her. Leah and Dave make
love while Carter is hiding
under her bed. Carter begins
to play with Leah’s mind and
de-construct her life.
First, he displays
‘Lost Cat’ flyers with Rusty’s
picture on them. Then, he
emails Leah’s job’s business
clients with video of her and
Dave having sex. Finally,
Carter rigs Dave’s car tires
and he dies in an auto accident. Leah is devastated and
Detective Hanson tells her
that Carter changed his name
from ‘Robert Adams’ and
about his checkered past.
Leah decides to
fight fire with fire. First, she
scares off a white woman
Carter is talking to. Then,
she breaks into his apartment
where she trashes his computer system and leaves an
angry, graffiti message on the
wall.
Finally, she embarrasses him at his job by delivering documents about
him violating the restraining
order.
When Carter breaks
in to kill Leah at her house,
they engage in a climactic
fight. It ends with her shooting him with two, bean-bag
‘warning
shots’ using a shotgun before
actually killing him with a
third, ‘legal’ round of shell
buckshot.In an era where
modern, original, AfricanAmerican movies are now
second-rate and third-rate
fare on the BET or TV-One
networks, The Perfect Guy
is a welcome relief of motion
picture quality.



MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Martin Lawrence)

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review
'The Perfect Guy' is a heartstopping thriller
By C.M. APPLING

In the Hollywood
genre of dramatic thrillers,
where a seemingly normal
character is revealed as psychotic and terrorizes those
around him/her, several have
stood the test of time.
In Fatal Attraction
(1987), a spurned mistress
targets the family of her exlover. In The Hand That
Rocks The Cradle (1992),
a woman masquerading as
a nanny tries to destroy the
family who employs her.
And, in the Stephen King
classic, Misery (1990), a romance-novelist is held captive by his most-obsessed
fan. So, since it is rare when
Hollywood invests in a dramatic thriller with three, African-American leads (Sanaa
Lathan, Michael Ealy and
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‘Driving while black’ issues need to be addressed by Citizen Complaint Authority
In a public park and
forced to leave.
Cuffed and questioned for whistling while waiting for a bus.
Pulled over for
spending too much time at a
gas station.
Some black drivers and pedestrians in Cincinnati say they’ve been unfairly
stopped and questioned by police.
“It seems to be if
you are a minority, you’re a
target and you’re automatically
doing something wrong,” said
Michelle Cameron, a black
resident who lives in the Cincinnati neighborhood of Westwood.
Cameron’s perception isn’t rare for blacks in
Ohio’s three largest cities. An
analysis of hundreds of thousands of police stop data confirms a racial disparity does exist across the state.
Certain police actions, such as pulling over a
driver or issuing a ticket, are
more likely to occur in predominantly black neighborhoods than in white ones.
And black drivers
are also much more likely to
be pulled over than whites, according to a review of 315,281
stops from 2009-2017 in Cincinnati, 128,157 in Columbus
from 2012 through 2016, and
47,079 in Cleveland in 2016
and 2017.
But the analysis
also found that some disparities
were likely the result of police
practices versus outright discrimination.
Reporters compared
police stops in census block
groups that were at least 75%
white and compared them to
ones that were at least 75% African American. Highway stops
were not included. Here are key
findings:
In Cincinnati, police made 120% more total
stops per resident in predominantly black areas.
In Columbus, police made 84% more total stops
per resident in neighborhoods
that were at least 75% black.
Cleveland issued
26% more tickets per resident
in predominantly black areas.
Once ticketed or
stopped, police arrested blacks
at a much higher rate than
whites. Blacks made up 74% of
all Cincinnati stop arrests, 70%
of all Cleveland arrests during
ticketed stops and 59% of traffic stop arrests in Columbus.
Police pulled over
African Americans at about the
same high rate in a time-controlled sample of stops made
either in daylight or darkness.
This suggests they pull over
drivers regardless of race.
But more stops in
minority neighborhoods suggests the location of patrols
may be a factor in the racial
disparities.
Cincinnati Police
Chief Eliot Isaac said the findings concern him.
“We need to look
at the reasons why in predominantly African American communities there (is) more police

contact,” he said.
The racial makeup
of police stops on highways was
closer to the overall proportion
of the population, suggesting
that blacks and whites commit
traffic offenses at the same rate.
In 2016, the population of Cincinnati was 49%
non-Hispanic white, 43% black,
and the rest Hispanic, Asian,
mixed, or unknown.
Yet black people
made up 57% of traffic stops
between 2012 and 2017, both
on foot and by vehicle, the data
analysis shows. Whites made
up 41% of stops.
Considering
the
racial makeup of Cincinnati,
blacks were stopped at a 58%
higher rate than whites.
And once stopped,
19% of black drivers pulled
over are arrested, compared to
9% of whites.
Blacks made up
75% of all arrests, compared to
24% for whites.
“This type of disparity is what must be explained,
and so far the city has failed to
do so,” said Al Gerhardstein of
the racial disparity in Cincinnati.
The Cincinnati civil
rights lawyer helped write the
Collaborative Agreement. The
landmark pact was created
nearly two decades ago in part
to improve police-community
relations after a riot in 2001. It
has been praised as a national
model, though some say the
agreement, which exists today
by mutual consent, is neglected
in some respects.
And the Cincinnati
Police Department has been
criticized in the past for failing
to adequately track possible police bias.
Dan Hils, president
of the union representing Cincinnati police, said by email
that past examinations have
“confirmed that our officers do
not use race as the basis for our
stops.”
“Our people are
deployed so that they can provide service where it is needed
most,” Hils added
Today, the department does not maintain formal
policy that guides decisions
about where to deploy officers,
according to Lt. Steve Saunders, a police spokesman. But
Isaac said such decisions are
guided by recommendations
from the International Association of Chiefs of Police.
More than half of
all sworn Cincinnati officers,
about 575, are regularly on patrol to enforce traffic violations,
though they have other duties
as well. Areas in the city with
more violent crime and more
calls for service are generally
more likely to see a higher police presence, Saunders added.
Cincinnati police
did implement an implicit bias
training program for all law
enforcement personnel. The
program is expected to be completed by April, according to a
city spokesman.
Isaac does not believe widespread bias exists in
the department. But that’s not to
say an officer never engaged in
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biased activity, he added.
He pointed to social
conditions such as poverty as
factors that bring police to certain communities.
“If we address our
poverty issues in this city,”
Isaac said, “you will see these
disparities disappear.”
A higher percentage of blacks stopped doesn’t
necessarily mean that police
targeted African Americans,
though, based on the data analysis.
One theory has it
that if widespread racial profiling exists in a city, black drivers will be stopped more often
in daylight than in darkness,
when it is harder for police to
see drivers. That’s not occurring, though, in Ohio’s three
largest cities, based on the data
analysis.
Reporters analyzed
street stops between 5:16 p.m.
and 9:41 p.m. (excluding twilight) over several years in Cincinnati. The stops occurred in
either daylight or darkness because of the changing seasons
and daylight savings time.
In darkness, when it
would be harder to see the race
of a driver, white drivers were
approximately 33.1% of stops,
black drivers 65.7%, and others
2.2%.
In daylight, rates
were nearly the same. Whites
were still pulled over at a lower
rate. Of those stopped, 33.5%
were white, 64.7% were black,
and 1.8% were Asian, mixed,
or unknown.
For highway stops
though, the opposite occurred:
whites were pulled over at a
rate higher than their city population. In that same time period,
in both daylight and darkness,
about 68% of those stopped
were non-Hispanic whites,
about 27% were black, and the
rest Asians, Hispanic, or unknown.
In other words,
when it may be difficult to tell
the race of drivers (because
they are whizzing past on the
freeway), police stopped many
more white drivers than black
ones.
For neighborhood
stops though, the data shows
police consistently pulled over
more black drivers, even if they
probably couldn’t see them,
possibly because they were
more likely to already be in African American neighborhoods.
The daylight-darkness findings assume people
drive the same way at all times,
though, which a 2019 study
suggested might not be the
case. This analysis also doesn’t
account for the racial makeup
of people driving into and out
of the city.
Cop
complaints
made by blacks rarely sustained
Yet some black
drivers in the city believe they
have been profiled.
Drivers like Michelle Cameron, the black
Westwood resident out driving
one evening in 2017 in Price
Hill.
The
40-year-old
Cameron had some time before
her shift as a security guard at
a downtown office building,
so she pulled into Mount Echo
Park, hoping to take in the view
and complete some paperwork.
A Cincinnati police
officer ruined any chance for a
quiet moment, Cameron said,
pulling up beside her and asking her to leave because the
park had closed.
But Cameron knew
the park was actually open and
that she hadn’t done anything
wrong (she wasn’t ticketed).
Even so, she felt she had no
choice but to drive away.
She reported the officer to the Citizen Complaint
Authority, an agency that investigates accusations against
police. Five months passed before the officer was questioned.
The agency is currently shortstaffed.
Findings by the
agency are voted on by a board
of seven citizens. The city manager signs off on conclusions.
The Citizen Complaint Authority reviewed
Cameron’s stop, finding the
officer had broken department
policy by not turning on her
body camera. But discrimination, harassment and improper
stop allegations were not sustained due to a lack of “sufficient evidence.”
A not sustained
ruling indicates the agency
couldn’t prove an allegation
one way or the other.
“Something should
have happened to that (officer),” Cameron said. “I tried to
expose wrong.”
The cop in Cameron’s case told an agency investigator that there are “frequent
heroin users in the park,” but
didn’t mention any cause for
suspicion of Cameron or her
vehicle, according to a record
of the complaint.
Cameron felt racially profiled, she said. She is

hesitant to drive at night now,
fearful she may be humiliated
again.
“I felt defeated,” she
said. “I felt violated. ... I felt
low.”
Reporters obtained
70 stop-related complaints submitted to the Citizen Complaint
Authority from 2015 through
May of 2019. Older cases exist,
but a city spokesman said some
full complaint investigation reports have likely been disposed
of as part of regular record
maintenance.
None of the 14 formal allegations of discrimination contained in the cases, including Cameron’s, was upheld
by the agency. Investigators
found nine such accusations
were “not sustained,” meaning they could not determine
whether discrimination occurred. Five allegations were
deemed unfounded.
Three out of four of
the complaints were filed by
black people.
Data
available
through the city’s website provides case outcomes since 2014,
showing discrimination charges
are rarely sustained by the Citizen Complaint Authority.
The agency received
149 stop-related complaints and
84 discrimination complaints in
more than five years, according
to an analysis of the city data.
Some cases contain more than
one complaint.
Of the more than
225 complaints, just one stop
complaint and three discrimination complaints were validated.
The actual number
of instances of perceived discrimination is likely higher,
based on a review of the 70
cases obtained by reporters.
For example, in a
2017 complaint, a black man
said he felt profiled, and the
claim was recorded on an officer’s body camera. The man had
parked and was walking when
officers handcuffed him under
suspicion of drug possession.
The man later accused an officer
of telling him, “You the big man
around here? We’re going to get
to know you,” according to the
complaint.
The authority didn’t
consider discrimination in the
case despite mentioning the
man’s comment about feeling
profiled in its report.
And in a case last
year, an officer claimed he heard
a black woman whistle while
investigating a prostitution
complaint in the West End. The
officer handcuffed the woman.
The authority didn’t
consider discrimination in the
case. It determined her alleged
whistling constituted enough
reasonable suspicion to clear
the officer of wrongdoing.
The woman, 45
years old at the time, was waiting for a bus to go babysit her
granddaughter, according to the
complaint report.
Cincinnati officers’
conduct has raised concerns
from the Citizen Complaint Authority in some cases but rarely
sustained charges of wrongdoing.
In 2015, a black
driver and his passengers were
stopped and ordered out of their
vehicle by officers working
an off-duty detail. One officer
later told the agency that he’d
smelled marijuana. No drugs
were recovered.
The officer also said
later that the stop was initiated
because the vehicle had been
parked too long at a gas station
and had a cracked windshield,
according to a record of the
complaint. The occupants had
been “just sitting” for about 10
minutes at the station, the officer said.
Both officers were
cleared of wrongdoing.
In 2017, an officer
thought he smelled marijuana
through an open vehicle window occupied by a black man.
After the man entered a nearby house, the officer yelled for him to come out,
telling him he was under arrest.
More officers arrived, and a
woman and her minor son were
forced from the house as officers searched it. Nothing was
found. The agency determined
the search violated Cincinnati
police policies, according to the
case record.
The man was
charged with obstructing official business and fined $310
but wasn’t charged with a drugrelated offense.
About a year earlier,
in a complaint report regarding a different case, the agency
wrote that increasingly, Cincinnati officers “believed” they
saw or smelled marijuana and
thus conducted a vehicle search.
The agency recommended Cincinnati police review the issue
to determine if more training or
new policy would help decrease
unsuccessful searches.
Kim Neal, the director of the Citizen Complaint
Authority, said that after the
agency raised the issue with
Cincinnati police, similar inci-

dents decreased.
An independent review team assessing the city’s
effort toward bias-free policing
suggested tracking arrests by
officers ultimately declined for
prosecution.
When asked about
whether the suggestion had
been implemented, a city official said by email that the implementation phase didn’t begin until February of this year.
The final report by the review
team was submitted in January
of 2018.
“(The independent
review) recommendations are
multi-faceted and cannot be
addressed all at once,” wrote
Jason Cooper, who heads criminal justice initiatives within
the Cincinnati city manager’s
office.
Cooper added that
experts and community leaders are helping to guide the
creation of a broad strategy
for data collection and analysis for the “ongoing evaluation
of progress towards bias-free
policing.” Recommendations
from the independent review
are being considered.
A plan will be
shared with an oversight group
in February.
Gregory Levy said
he views stops as a “gateway,”
a means for police to investigate whether a person has committed a crime - mainly drug
crimes.
In January, he tried
to stroll across a street near the
Hamilton County Courthouse.
As he crossed Court Street at
Main, an officer hailed him, demanding he stop, Levy said.
The officer asked if
he’d noticed the “don’t walk”
signal flashing as he stepped
into the crosswalk, Levy said.
“I said, ‘No, I didn’t
see it. (There are) no cars coming.’ I got the music in, walking
across the street,” Levy said.
“It was some petty stuff.”
He was charged
with a crosswalk violation,
an offense that was ultimately
dismissed, according to court
records.
And in March 2017,
Levy was driving along Central
Parkway with a friend, both
“jigging to the music” in his
Mercury Cougar. A Cincinnati
officer pulled him over. The officer asked if any drugs were in
his car, Levy said.
Levy was ticketed
for a loud muffler and driving
with a suspended license, suspended because he’d fallen behind on child support, according to court records.
The loud muffler
charge was dismissed, but he
was fined $260 on the other
charge.
“Black people get
targeted because they (police)
are looking to find drugs all
the time,” Levy said. “It’s like
we’re trapped.”
In Columbus: ‘I’m
a magnet for the police’
Robert Jackson said
the same day as his release from
prison, in mid-September, he
was at the downtown Columbus Greyhound station when
he saw two men arguing. He
thought he should leave before
police arrived. As he walked
away, an officer stopped and
questioned him, he said.
“He automatically
assumed it was us,” Jackson
said, referring to himself and
several other black men who
had also left the scene.
Jackson felt profiled, but his case did not appear in the Columbus stop data,
which didn’t include pedestrian
stops.
“I was incredulous,” Jackson said. “Like,
wow, I haven’t even been out
of prison an hour and here I am
encountering the police. I was
telling my daughter’s mother
yesterday: I’m a magnet for the
police.”
In Columbus, a
similar racial disparity as in
Cincinnati emerged in the police stop data.
Reporters looked
at vehicular police stops from
2012 to 2016. In 2016, the
population was 28% black,
58% non-Hispanic white, and
the rest Asian, Hispanic, or unknown.
Yet blacks made up
a much higher share of those
pulled over, compared to the
population. Police pulled over
blacks 44% of the time, whites
48% of the time, and 8% for
others.
Considering
the
racial makeup of Columbus,
blacks were stopped at an
89.8% higher rate than whites.
Between 5:08 and
9:06 p.m. in Columbus, (excluding twilight) street stops
for blacks were 48% in the
darkness, and the same rate in
daylight. Non-hispanic whites
made up 45 of darkness stops,
and 47% of those stopped in the
day. (Asians, Hispanics, and
mixed made up 7% in darkness,
and 5% during the day.)
On the highways,
during that same time period,

non-Hispanic whites ranged
between 57% of those stopped
in darkness, to 61% in daylight. During that same time
period, Blacks were pulled over
at roughly the same rate, from
34% in darkness, 33% in daylight. (Other races made up the
remaining 6-to-8%.)
Again, police made
more stops altogether in black
neighborhoods compared to
white ones. In Columbus, police made 84% more total stops
per person in areas that were at
least 75% black.
Columbus’ Police
Spokesman, and Diversity
Inclusion Liaison Sgt. James
Fuqua, said the force tries to
allocate officers by where they
get a lot of calls on a particular day. There are no particular
rules governing which areas officers are required to be in, and
no guidelines on how to provide equal coverage.
“We always encourage people to reach out to their
community liaison if there’s an
issue,” he said.
Police previously
added different shifts, particularly more nights and weekends, in 2010. In 2017, they
proposed redistricting, but
never adopted the proposal.
Reporters
later
shared the results of their
analysis with the police force
and asked if they would make
any changes. Fuqua said Police
Chief Thomas Quinlan, who
had served as interim police
chief from April 2019 until
being named permanently on
Tuesday, has plans to shift resources.
In Columbus, blacks
were arrested more often as
well. About 5.5% of blacks
pulled over were arrested, compared to just 2.9% of whites.
Blacks were also
searched at a much higher rate
in Columbus. Of blacks pulled
over, police searched 9.6% in
Columbus. In contrast, only
4.8% of non-Hispanic whites
were searched. Hispanics had
the highest search rate, at
13.7% although they are a very
small slice of the Columbus
population overall.
However, police arrested suspects after searching
them at about the same rate,
61% for blacks and 60% for
whites.

Altogether in Columbus, of all those arrested,
59% were black, compared to
34% white. Those searched
were 60% black, and 33% were
white. (Cincinnati data did not
include if a search was conducted for any stop. And though
requested, none of the cities
provided data on whether contraband was actually found.)
Former Columbus
Police Chief Kim Jacobs disagreed with the idea that some
areas of the city are overpoliced.

“That’s not how we look at calls
for service,” she said. “We’re
not looking at the race of the
victim or suspect.”
Jacobs said instead
of putting officers in different locations, a better solution
would be better training for
officers, so they know how to
respond appropriately in a situation. She said officers don’t
take the severity of a particular
crime into account, they simply
respond to all calls.
More tickets, more
arrests for Cleveland blacks
In Cleveland, reporters looked at 47,079 traffic
tickets in 2016 and 2017 and
saw a similar pattern to Columbus and Cincinnati.
According to Census estimates, in 2017 Cleveland’s population was 40%
white, 50% black, 2% Asian,
and the remaining 8% Native
American, Pacific Islander,
multiple races or unknown. Yet
blacks made up 59% of the traffic tickets given out by police.
Whites comprised 36% of those
ticketed.
Considering
the
racial makeup of Cleveland,
blacks received traffic tickets
at a 31.1% higher rate than
whites.
Reporters looked at
traffic tickets issued between
4:58 p.m. and 9:05 p.m. (excluding twilight) and noted if
each stop happened in daylight
or darkness, because of the
changing seasons and daylight
savings time.
When looking just
at highway stops, police ticketed white drivers 59% of the
time in darkness, and 56% of
the time in daylight, compared
to 37% of blacks stopped at

night, and 38% during the day.
(Others made up 4% at night,
and 6% the day respectively.)
When looking at
neighborhood stops in that same
timeframe, though, the opposite
happened: Black drivers made
up 59% of stops in darkness and
60% of those stopped during the
day. Whites made up 36 of stops
in darkness, and 35% of stops
during the day. (Asians, Native
Americans, and others made up
4% at night, and 5% during the
day.)
In other words,
when police couldn’t see drivers
whizzing past them, on a highway, they consistently pulled
over a high number of white
drivers. On surface streets, they
consistently pulled over more
black drivers, whether they
could see them or not.
Again, the answer
could lie in the initial placement
of officers. Cleveland issued
26% more tickets per person in
neighborhoods that were at least
75 black.
In addition to being
ticketed at a higher rate, blacks
were more likely to be arrested
as well. Nine percent of all
blacks pulled over are arrested,
whereas only 6% of all whites
pulled over are arrested. Altogether, blacks made up 70% of
all traffic ticket recipients who
were also arrested. Whites represented 28%, and the remaining 2% were Asian, Arab or
unknown.
When initially asked
about the placement of officers,
Cleveland’s Detective David
Gallagher said officers are deployed strategically throughout
the five neighborhood districts
and within specialized units
based on personnel analytics
and crime analysis. He also said
their deployment and staffing
plans are constantly reviewed
and updated.
Reporters
later
shared the results of their analysis with the police force and
asked if they will make any
changes. Sgt. Jennifer Caiccia
said police staffing levels are
based on need, populations, and
the crime rate.
“The department
already implemented training
across the board in implicit
bias,” she said.
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The 404th Armed Service Black female military band fought discrimination
An
estimated
crowd of 100,000 people
clogged the intersections in
Chicago’s central business
district in May of 1945 for a
war bond rally, one of several
marking the War Department
drive that week. Police had
traffic stopped for blocks approaching the stage at State
and Madison Streets, and reporters noted sales clerks and
customers hanging out of store
windows to catch a glimpse of
any famous performers or war
heroes who might arrive.
Former prisoners
of war appeared on stage,
and the famed flag-raisers of
Iwo Jima pushed war bonds
to finance the war in the Pacific as a 28-member military
band played patriotic music.
That group, the women of the
404th Armed Service Forces
(ASF) band, were the only
all-black female band in U.S.
military history.
During the war, allwomen military bands rallied
hearts—and raised millions
in war bonds. The musicians
numbered among the Army’s
first female personnel, a distinction that branded them as
pioneers to some and prostitutes to others. Each company
endured societal bias, but only
one, the 404th, had to battle
racial stigma as well. Seventyfive years ago this year, the 28
musicians forced the War Department’s hand in a victory
for civil rights.
In May 1941, citing
the need for military personnel, Massachusetts Congresswoman Edith Rogers introduced a bill that would allow
women to join the Army in a
noncombatant role but with
the same rank and status as
men. Even though the Army
Nurse Corps had existed as a
uniformed military “organization” since 1901, the military
did not give women equal pay,
rank or benefits. Rogers’ legislation was designed to ameliorate that disparity.
Army Chief of
Staff Gen. George Marshall
encouraged Rogers to amend
the bill. At first opposed to
women in the military, he
recognized the need for additional personnel in case of
emergency, and on December
7, 1941, one arrived with the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. “It
is important that as quickly as
possible we have a declared
national policy in this matter,”
he later wrote in a statement to
Congress. “Women certainly
must be employed in the overall effort of this nation.”
A few months later,
on May 15, 1942, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
signed H.R. 6293, establishing the Women’s Auxiliary
Army Corps (WAAC), but
it did not give women the
hoped-for military status. In
exchange for their non-combatant “essential services”—
administrative, clerical, and
cooking skills among others—up to 150,000 women
would receive pay, food, living quarters and medical care,
but not life insurance, medical
coverage, death benefits, or
the prisoner of war protection

covered under international
agreements.
More than 30,000
women applied for the first
WAAC officer training class
of 440 candidates. To qualify,
women had to be between
21 and 45 years old, with
strong aptitude scores, good
references, and professional,
skilled experience. Mothers
and wives were welcome to
apply, as were African-Americans.
WAAC
officer
training class of 440 candidates. To qualify, women
had to be between 21 and 45
years old, with strong aptitude
scores, good references, and
professional, skilled experience. Mothers and wives were
welcome to apply, as were
African-Americans
The Army told the
N.A.A.C.P. that 10.6 percent
of WAAC officers and enlisted women would be black (the
approximate percentage of
African-Americans in the U.S.
population at the time). Even
as the servicewomen would
have segregated housing, service clubs and basic training,
the Army said black women
would serve “in the same
military occupational specialties as white women.” Mary
McLeod Bethune, founder of
the National Council for Negro Women and good friend to
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt,
recruited black women along
with the N.A.A.C.P. with the
message that military service
was a way to serve one’s
country and further the fight
for equality.
On July 20, 1942,
the first group of officer candidates—white and black
alike—arrived at Fort Des
Moines, Iowa, home of the
first WAAC Training Center
and Officer Candidate School.
Selection for its
geographical location in the
center of the country, Fort
Des Moines held significance
in African-American military
history; a former cavalry post,
it had hosted black infantrymen in 1903, and in 1917,
held the first officer training
for black men.
Charity
Adams
Earley, who would become
one of only two AfricanAmerican women to hold the
rank of major during World
War II, was one of the women
who passed through Fort Des
Moines’ stone gates on July
20—a muggy, rainy midsummer’s day. The facilities,
renovated horse stables, still
smelled like animals. Mud
covered the grounds, and as
they walked among the red
brick buildings, the women
mingled. In her memoir One
Woman’s Army, Earley described the camaraderie that
had had built on the way to
Iowa:
“Those of us who
had traveled from Fort Hayes
[Ohio] together had some
feeling of closeness because
we had started out together
on our adventure: race, color,
age, finances, social class,
all of these had been pushed
aside on our trip to Fort Des
Moines.”
She would soon
become disillusioned. After

the candidates’ first meal, they
marched to a reception area,
where a young, red-haired
second lieutenant pointed to
one side of the room and ordered, “Will all the colored
girls move to this side?”
The group fell silent. Then officers called the
white women by name to their
quarters. “Why could not the
‘colored girls’ be called by
name to go to their quarters
rather than be isolated by
race?” Earley asked herself.
After
protests
from Bethune and other civil
rights leaders, officer candidate school became integrated
for women and men in 1942,
serving as the Army’s first
integration experiment. Bethune traveled often among
the women’s training centers
– to Fort Des Moines at first
and then to four other WAAC
locations that opened in the
southern and eastern United
States. She toured the properties, spoke with officers and
servicewomen, and shared
discrimination concerns with
Walter White, executive secretary of the N.A.A.C.P., and
Roosevelt herself.
One
immediate
problem was job placement.
After graduation from basic
training, enlisted women were
supposed to receive assignments in the baking, clerical,
driving, or medical fields. But
jobs didn’t open as quickly as
they could have, and Fort Des
Moines became overcrowded.
A large part of the problem
was the attitude of soldiers
and commanding officers who
didn’t want to relinquish positions to women, and the problem was magnified for black
officers.
In “Blacks in the
Women’s Army Corps during
World War II: The Experiences of Two Companies,”
military historian Martha S.
Putney writes that then-Major Harriet M. West, the first
black woman to achieve the
rank of major in the wartime
women’s corps, toured posts
“to see if she could persuade
field commanders to request
black units.” Most of the men,
she found, “talked only about
laundry units—jobs not on the
War Department’s authorized
lists for [WAACs.]”
Historian Sandra
Bolzenius argues in Glory in
Their Spirit: How Four Black
Women Took on the Army
During World War II that the
Army never fully intended to
utilize black services. “While
the [WAAC] claimed to offer
opportunities to all recruits,”
she writes, “its leaders focused on those who fit the
white, middle-class prototype
of feminine respectability.”
N.A.A.C.P. correspondence
from 1942-1945 are full of
letters from frustrated black
servicewomen with stories of
being passed over for opportunities given to whites.
In July 1943,
the Chicago branch of the
N.A.A.C.P.
telegrammed
White of the complaints they
received. “Though many of
the Negro personnel completed all required training
weeks ago, they are kept at
Des Moines doing almost

This
year’s
Kwanzaa theme is “Living Kwanzaa and the
Seven Principles: An
All-Seasons Celebration and Practice of the
Good.” Implicit in the
theme is the question of
how we make Kwanzaa
more than an annual celebration, a seasonal and
episodic engagement
with our culture and the
beautiful, uplifting and
liberating sense of ourselves it gives us? But
embedded in the theme
is the answer - it is by
holding fast to the spirit
and principles of Kwanzaa in the way we live
our lives, do our work
and wage our struggles
to bring forth the best of
ourselves and to bring
and sustain good in the
world.
This requires
embracing the prin-

ciples of Kwanzaa as
a continuous and daily
practice, to use and
embrace them as moral
imperatives, obligations
born of our history, our
struggle and an active
concern about the current conditions of our
lives, and the forging
of a new and expansive future of maximum
human freedom and
flourishing. And as we
embrace and practice
these principles, we not
only transform the conditions of our lives as
a people in liberating
ways, we also transform
ourselves, expanding
the human sense and
moral substance of ourselves through dedication, discipline, sacrifice and achievement of
the Good.
The principle
of Umoja (Unity) asks

and urges us to think
relationally and act accordingly “to strive for
and maintain unity in
the family, community,
nation and race” and
by extension the whole
world. For it teaches a
deep sense of relatedness, togetherness and
oneness in the world
and a constant concern,
work and struggle for
common good and the
well-being of the world
and all in it.
The principle
of Kujichagulia (SelfDetermination) asks and
urges us “to define ourselves, name ourselves,
create for ourselves and
speak for ourselves” and
to respect the right of
other peoples to do the
same. It is a claim and
commitment to freedom
in its fullest and varied
forms in dignity-affirm-

By CARRIE HAGEN

Somewhere in England, Maj. Charity Adams
Earley and Capt. Abbie N. Campbell inspect the first
African-American members of the Women’s Army Corps
assigned to overseas service. (National Archives, 6888th
Central Postal Directory Bn. February 15, 1945. Holt.
111-SC-200791)
nothing. On the other hand,
the white personnel is sent out
immediately upon completion
of required training.”
White forwarded
the complaint to Oveta Culp
Hobby, the 37-year-old appointed head of the WAACs,
who as a southerner and wife
of a former Texas governor,
was far from the N.A.A.C.P.’s
preferred selection for the job.
She responded the following
week: “Negro WAACs are
being shipped to field jobs as
fast as their skills and training
match the jobs to be filled.”
Stories of stagnant movement affected recruitment of black and white
women—as did a slander
campaign branding WAACs
as organized prostitutes. After investigating the sources
of defamatory stories, Army
Military Intelligence identified most authors as male
military personnel who either
feared WAACs or “had trouble getting dates.”
Those women who
had begun military duties excelled in their work, and the
Army needed more WAACs
trained in medical support.
To boost recruitment, and to
solve administrative problems, on July 1, 1943, FDR
signed legislation that turned
the Women’s Auxiliary Army
Corps into the Women’s Army
Corps (WAC), giving women
military status and rank.
By 1944, then-Maj.
Charity Adams had become
the African-American training supervisor at Fort Des
Moines. One of her favorite
parts of the job was nurturing
the military’s first and only
all-black female band.
“Society in general doesn’t understand the
value of the military band for
men and women at war,” says
Jill Sullivan, a military band
historian at Arizona State
University, who asserts that
military bands bring communities together, serve as
entertainment, and rally morale and patriotism. Fort Des
Moines started the military’s
first all-female band in 1942
to replace a reassigned men’s
band, but also, says Sullivan,
to honor military tradition
during wartime.
“What [the War
Department] found out was
that the women were a novelty,” says Sullivan. The first

WAC band (officially the
400th Army Service Forces
Band) became an instant hit
and a “showpiece for WAC
women.” In addition to giving local concerts, the allwhite 400th ASF Band toured
across North America on war
bond drives, sharing stages
with Bob Hope, Bing Crosby
and actor/officer Ronald Reagan. When the second WAAC
center opened up in Daytona
Beach, Florida, musicians
from Fort Des Moines transferred there to start another
band, the 401st. Three other
WAAC bands would later
form.
Repeatedly, black
male officers encouraged
black women to try out for
the popular WAC band at Fort
Des Moines. “Regardless of
their experience,” Earley remembered in One Woman’s
Army, “whether they were
private- and public-school
music teachers, teaching and
performing majors in college
and graduate school, amateur
and professional performers,
no Negroes who auditioned
were found to be qualified to
play with the white band.”
Letters from several musicians place blame for discrimination on one man: fort
commandant Col. Frank McCoskrie.
“Colonel McCoskrie,” wrote Rachel Mitchell, a
French horn player, “said that
the two races would never mix
as long as he was on the post.”
When Adams realized no black woman would
be allowed in the white band,
she pushed for the women
to have their own. In fall of
1943, McCoskrie approached
Sgt. Joan Lamb, director of
the 400th, and made it clear
that though it was not his
wish, he needed her to start
an “all-Negro company” in
order to quiet complaints of
discrimination among black
servicewomen and civil rights
leaders. The band wouldn’t
survive, he said, unless it
could play a concert in eight
weeks.
Working with Adams, Lamb began interviewing interested black women.
Auditions were not possible,
as only a few of the women
had played an instrument before. According to Sullivan,
music education programs
didn’t begin in public schools

ing, life-enhancing and
world-preserving ways.
It is about appreciating and speaking our
special cultural truth to
the world and bringing
forth our own unique
contribution to initiating a new history of
humankind, as Frantz
Fanon challenged us.
Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility) calls on us “to
build and maintain our
community together
and to make our brothers’ and sisters’ problems our problems and
to solve them together.”
It is a call for the cooperative creation of
the good community,
society and world we
all want and must work
and struggle for in varied and ultimately victorious ways.
Ujamaa (Co-

operative Economics)
asks and urges us “to
build and maintain our
stores, shops and other
businesses and to profit
from them together.”
It puts forth the foundational principles and
practices of shared work
and shared wealth in the
world. And it opposes
the plunder, pollution
and depletion of the
shared resources of the
earth and the monopoly
of wealth for the few
at the expense of the
shared good of society
and the world that belong to all in common.
The principle
of Nia (Purpose) asks
and urges us “to make
our collective vocation
the building and developing of our community
in order to restore our
people to their traditional greatness.” It is a

until the 1930s, and that was
in white schools mostly. Poor,
black schools, especially in
the rural South, didn’t even
have access to instruments.
One woman though, Leonora
Hull, had two degrees in music. Another had sung opera
professionally, and several
had been in choirs. Lamb selected an initial 19 women “on
a subjective basis of probable
success.”
“What we were
doing was an ‘open’ secret,
unrecognized but not forbidden,” wrote Adams. “We ordered band equipment and
supplies as recreational equipment.”
McCoskrie’s eightweek clock would not begin
until the instruments arrived.
While they waited, the women learned to read music by
singing together. Sergeant
Lamb made Hull a co-teacher,
and asked the all-white band
(which became known as
WAC Band #1 with the allblack band known as WAC
Band #2) if any members
could help instruct. Ten volunteered. Several mornings
every week, Lamb and the
white musicians would walk
to the black barracks and give
private lessons. From lunchtime into the night, the black
musicians would rehearse
their music whenever they
could.
On December 2,
1943, the all-African-American band played a concert for
McCoskrie and other officers
and exceeded expectations.
“He was outraged!” wrote
Rachel Mitchell in a letter. “I
think we enraged the Colonel
because he gave the officers
and the band impossible duties and time to complete
them.” As the band continued,
Lt. Thelma Brown, a black officer, became its conductor.
As they honed their
musical skills, the band performed in parades and concerts, often stepping in for the
all-white band when it was on
a war bond drive. They played
as a swing band at the black
service club, where white musicians would sneak in to hear
them play jazz, and incorporated dancing and singing into
stage performances. Adams
saw to it that word of the first
all-black female band spread.
Bethune visited, as did opera
star Marian Anderson. Adams
accompanied the women on
tours throughout Iowa and the
Midwest. Once or twice a day,
they set up bandstands and attracted interracial audiences.
“They made us feel
like celebrities,” wrote Clementine Skinner, a trumpet and
French horn player. “Many of
the young girls sought our autographs as if we were famous
individuals.” Mitchell said the
“soul-moving” experience of
playing with the band “had
us more determined to make
people see us.” And more
people did—at concerts for
churches, hospitals and community organizations.
On July 15, 1944,
the band had its most highprofile appearance yet: the
opening parade of the 34th
N.A.A.C.P. conference in Chicago. On South Parkway (now

Martin Luther King Drive), in
front of thousands of onlookers and fans, the members of
the military’s first all-black female band marched, stopping
to play on a bandstand at State
and Madison Streets (one year
before the Seventh War Bond
drive).
But they wouldn’t
play for their conductor, Lt.
Thelma Brown, again.
Prior to the band’s
departure for Chicago, McCoskrie told Brown that the
War Department was not going to continue funding the
personnel for two bands. He
ordered her to tell her women
of the band’s deactivation.
Risking
insubordination,
Brown told McCoskrie that he
could inform them when they
got back.
“She refused since
this was to be our finest appearance,” wrote Mitchell.
“She would not burst our bubble.” On July 21, 1944, fresh
from their exhilarating rallies
in Chicago, the band faced
McCoskrie, who shared the
news with them. They were to
turn in their instruments and
their music immediately, and
they would be stripped of their
band merits.
The reaction in the
black community was immediate.
“Our officers urged
us to fight for our existence,”
Leonora Hull recalled, “and
told us that this could best be
done by asking our friends
and relatives to write letters of
protest to powerful persons.”
The women wrote
nearly 100 letters to their
families, communities and
civic leaders. They wrote to
the black press, to Bethune,
to Hobby, to White at the
N.A.A.C.P. and to the Roosevelts themselves. Concerned
that the protests could lead to
a court martial if the women
were found to be complaining
on the job, Skinner took a trolley, and not a military shuttle,
to mail the letters from town
instead of the base post.
Headlines across the country
picked up the news. “Negroes
throughout the nation have
been asked to join in protest
to President Roosevelt in an
effort to have the recently inactivated Negro WAC band
re-organized,” reported the
Atlanta Daily World.
N.A.A.C.P. records
indicate that White and others
pointed out “that deactivating
the band would be a serious
blow to the morale of Negro
WACs which is already low
because of failure to assign
colored WAC officers to duties comparable to their rank
and training.” In a letter to
Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson, White wrote, “We
submit that original refusal to
permit Negro WACs to play in
the regular Fort Des Moines
band was undemocratic and
unwise.” The N.A.A.C.P. requested that the musicians be
absorbed into the 400th Army
band.
The Army reversed
its decision, a little over a
month later. On September 1,
1944, WAC Band #2 became
the 404th Army Service Forces WAC band. The musicians,

however, didn’t have instruments. Theirs had been taken
away, with some ending up in
the hands of the players of the
400th. It would take several
weeks for new instruments to
arrive, and in the meantime,
the women had to serve their
country somehow. Hull and
others had to retake basic
training classes and complete
“excessive amounts of unchallenging KP and guard duties.” Although the only thing
they could do together was
sing, the musicians continued
to meet. Their instruments
came in October, and furious
practice began anew. By then,
they had learned that Brown
would not continue as conductor.
“She feared our
progress might suffer from the
powers that be trying to get
back at her for all her efforts
to get us back together,” explained Mitchell in a letter.
The
following
May, the 404th traveled again
to Chicago for the Seventh
War Bond Drive. They were
only supposed to perform in
the opening day parade, but
the reception was so effusive
that organizers contacted
Washington and asked if band
could stay for the rest of the
week. Together, the 404th
collected monies throughout
the city’s black neighborhoods and performed at high
schools, in the Savoy Ballroom, on the platform at State
and Madison Streets, and at
Soldier Field, sharing a stage
with Humphrey Bogart and
Lauren Bacall. Collectively,
the Seventh War Bond tour
raised over $26 billion across
the nation in six weeks for the
U.S. Treasury.
News of the Japanese surrender in 1945 foretold the end of the band, and
the 404th was deactivated
along with the WAC program
in December 1945. During
the three years of the WAC
program existed during World
War II, approximately 6500
African American women
served. At the end of 1944,
855 black servicewomen followed Major Adams overseas
in the 6888th Central Postal
Directory Battalion, the only
all-black Women’s Army
Corps unit to serve overseas.
Stationed in Birmingham,
England, the battalion was
tasked with organizing a
warehouse of stockpiled mail
from America to servicemen
abroad. Within months, they
redirected correspondence to
more than 7 million soldiers.
In 1948, President
Harry Truman desegregated
the armed forces, and General Eisenhower persuaded
Congress to pass the Women’s
Armed Service Integration
Act, which reestablished the
Women’s Army Corps as a
permanent part of the Army.
The military also reactivated
the 400th ASF band as the
14th WAC Band, the legacy
of the five World War II WAC
bands, one of which helped
lead the way on racial desegregation.

call to greatness based
in moral conceptions
of ourselves, our needs
and aspirations, and our
obligation to place our
knowledge, resources
and righteous and relentless efforts in the
service of our people,
the shared interest of
humanity and the wellbeing of the world.
Kuumba (Creativity) calls on us “to
do always as much as
we can in the way we
can, in order to leave
our community more
beautiful and beneficial than we inherited
it.” And it reminds us
that we belong to concentric circles of community, as members of
the global African community, humanity and
the world. Indeed, our
ancestors called us in
Swahili, not only watu

– human beings, but also
walimwengu – world
beings. And they taught
us the Maatian ethical
imperative of serudj
ta, to constantly repair,
renew and remake the
world, making it more
beautiful and beneficial
than we inherited it, and
leaving it as a rich legacy for those who come
after us.
Finally, Imani
(Faith) reminds us of
the indispensable foundation of confident,
righteous and rewarding belief, calling on us
“to believe with all our
heart in our people, our
parents, our leaders, our
teachers and the righteousness and victory of
our struggle.” Indeed,
there is no real, relevant
or righteous moving forward without faith in
our people. For parents,

leaders, teachers and all
others who are beautiful, good and essential
to our lives are composite parts and representatives of our people.
It is faith in our people
and service to them that
grounds our lives, gives
meaning to our work
and victorious movement to our struggle.
And we must believe in
the righteousness and
victory of our people,
regardless of delays and
disappointments, setbacks, desertions and
defections for reasons
and excuses of endless
kinds. For there is no
substitute for freedom,
no alternative to justice
and no possibilities for
a good life and future
not forged in righteous,
relentless and victorious
struggle. Heri za Kwanzaa!

The seven principles of Kwanzaa

ting a weapon

ading his
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Michelangelo: Mind of the Master at CMA through New Year

The Cleveland
Museum of Art displays
a selection of some of
the finest and most celebrated drawings by Michelangelo Buonarroti
(1475–1564) in the extraordinary exhibition,
Michelangelo: Mind of
the Master. Organized
by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the J.
Paul Getty Museum in
conjunction with the
Teylers Museum, Haarlem, the Netherlands,
Michelangelo: Mind of
the Master is on view
first at the Cleveland
Museum of Art from
September 22, 2019, to
January 5, 2020, before
traveling to the J. Paul
Getty Museum in Los
Angeles.
The
centerpiece of the exhibition
is a group of drawings
with an illustrious provenance from Queen
Christina of Sweden
(1626–1689), on loan
from the Teylers Museum.
The museum is
the oldest in the Netherlands, having opened in
1784, and its holdings
are unique in the world.
This collection of Michelangelo drawings
has been in the museum
since 1790, and many of
them have never been
shown outside Europe.
This marks the first time
the drawings have left
the Teylers Museum

Mind of the Master. Organized by the Cleveland
Museum of Art and the J. Paul Getty Museum in conjunction with the Teylers Museum, Haarlem, the Netherlands,
Michelangelo: Mind of the Master is on view until January
5, 2020,

as a group in nearly 15
years and the first time
the group of drawings
has come to the U.S.
“Michelangelo
is widely acknowledged
as one of the most talented and influential
artists in the history of
Western art,” says William Griswold, director
of the Cleveland Museum of Art. “He was
an exceptional draftsman, and the up-close
study of Michelangelo’s
drawings is an unparalleled experience, one
that we are delighted
to bring to visitors in
Cleveland.”
Drawing was
an essential part of Michelangelo’s creative
process, and arguably
no artist has used it
more effectively in the

expression of the human form. Given that
Michelangelo burned
large quantities of his
drawings, Michelangelo: Mind of the Master
provides an extraordinary opportunity to examine firsthand a key
group of sketches that
have survived from the
artist’s studio in Rome.
Through his drawings,
the exhibition explores
the range of Michelangelo’s work as a painter,
sculptor and architect.
“This group
of drawings encapsulates the various ways
Michelangelo
drew
throughout his long career, from anatomical
renderings to sketches
for the nude male figures on the Sistine Chapel ceiling to drawings
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from live models for a
sculpture on one of the
Medici tombs,” says
Emily Peters, CMA
curator of prints and
drawings. “The Teylers
group of Michelangelo
drawings is among the
best preserved in the
world, and the red and
black chalks used by the
artist retain a vibrancy
and freshness that allow
visitors to really appreciate the immediacy and
power of Michelangelo’s thinking on paper.”
The exhibition
comprises, in all, 51
drawings by the master,
including those drawn
on the reverse of other
works on view in the
show.
The introductory gallery, Drawing in
Italy before Michelangelo, provides visitors

with examples of drawings made in Florence
before Michelangelo’
arrival. Artists in the
1400s primarily used
pen and ink, as well as
metalpoint, and rarely
studied anatomy directly (or for that matter drew nude figures)
when planning compositions. This changed
markedly around 1500
when
Michelangelo
came of age.
A
chronology of Michelangelo’s
drawings is presented
in the thematic sections
that follow:
Due in large
part to the funding and
patronage of the powerful Medici family, Florence was the center of
the Renaissance, which
began in Italy in the late
1300s. Born near the

city and a resident by
age 13, Michelangelo
quickly availed himself
of the city’s resources
and became an apprentice in the workshop of
Domenico Ghirlandaio
in 1487/88, where he
learned to draw with
the techniques of the
day. By 1490 he was
exposed to the powerful
Medici circle of scholars, poets and artists,
developing a profound
appreciation of the art
and literature of the
classical past.
By
around
1490 Michelangelo was
studying independently
in the garden of the
Medici family, which
was filled with their collection of ancient Greek
and Roman sculpture.
Around this time, Michelangelo probably

New ways to recycle your Christmas tree
By MELINDA MYERS ter and you will enjoy
watching these visitors
Once your hol- to your landscape.
iday celebrations have Then save the tree for
passed and the decora- trellising beans and
tions go back into stor- peas in the garden. The
age, it is time to deal vines will grow up and
with your real Christ- over, masking the bare
mas tree. Don’t drag it tree branches. Growing
to the curb to be hauled vertically saves space
away by the trash col- and makes harvesting
lectors. Give it a sec- easier.
As spring arond, even third life, in
your landscape. No live rives, consider chipChristmas tree? Don’t ping and shredding your
worry! I’m sure your tree into mulch for trees
friends and neighbors and shrubs or pathways
in the landscape. No
will share theirs.
Start recycling chipper? You and your
all those needles that neighbors may want to
landed on the floor. rent a chipper to shred
Sweep them up and use these and other prunthem as mulch in the ings for use as mulch in
garden. Place them di- your landscapes.
And, if this is
rectly on the soil or on
top of the snow. As the not possible, check for
snow melts, the needles recycling resources in
will be right where they your community. Many
belong. And don’t wor- municipalities have spery, they will not make cial pickups for Christthe soil too acidic. In mas trees. These are
fact, as they breakdown chipped, shredded and
they will add organic made available for citizens to use in their landmatter to the soil.
Move your cut scapes.
Always check
Christmas tree outdoors
after the holidays. Use on any alerts of live
it as a windbreak or for Christmas trees and
added shade to prevent greens shipped in from
drying of tender ever- other regions of the
greens. Strategically country. These may
place your discarded contain pests that can
tree on the windward infest your landscape or
side of rhododendron, harm native plantings
boxwood, and needled and local Christmas tree
or broadleaf evergreens farms in your area. The
subject to winter burn.
Place it on the south
side of these plants to
shade them from the
drying winter sun.
Remove and
use the branches as winter mulch over bulbs
and perennials. Layer
the boughs over the
plants and frozen soil to
keep the soil consistently cold. This reduces the
risk of early sprouting
and winter damage that
can occur during winter
thaws.
Or set the tree
in the landscape for a
bit of added greenery.
Secure it in a snow pile
or use stakes and guy
wires if the soil is not
frozen. Then add a bit
of food for your feathered visitors. Decorate
the tree with fruits, berries, and seeds the birds
can enjoy. Hang strands
of cranberries and slices
of oranges on colorful
yarn and homemade
bird ornaments to complete the edible display.
The birds will enjoy the
added food and shel-

Department of Natural
Resources or your local
Extension Office should
have information on
any such threats. They
can provide information
on proper disposal.
And once you
discover the value of
this free resource, you
may find yourself collecting a few more from
neighbors who buy locally grown trees. Although, if your family is
like mine, they may ask
that you wait until dark
to drag your treasures
back home.

saw and sketched from
a human cadaver at
the hospital of Santo
Spirito in Florence.
Both ancient sculpture
and anatomical study
informed Michelangelo’s rendering of the
human body for the
rest of his life. A handful of his anatomical
studies and earliest
known drawings are
on view in this section.
The gallery culminates
in two rare studies
for his Battle of Cascina fresco (1502–04),
commissioned by the
city of Florence.
During
the
1510s and 1520s,
drawing played a key
role in helping Michelangelo to imagine, plan and execute
complex commissions
for the Medici family
and Pope Julius II that
combined sculpture
and architecture.
Drawings in
this gallery offer rare
insight into Michelangelo’s careful preparations on paper for the
New Sacristy, or Medici tombs, at the Basilica of San Lorenzo
(1519–34) in Florence,
before taking his chisel
to the marble block.
Others relate to Michelangelo’s commission for the monumental sculptural tomb of
Pope Julius II, which
was eventually completed and installed in

Rome in 1545.
Continuous
commissions called
Michelangelo to Rome
and defined his life and
livelihood until he died
in the city at age 88.
Drawings relating to
Michelangelo’s major
projects in Rome are
on view in this section.
This includes a group
of four double-sided
drawings that relate to
Michelangelo’s preparations for the Sistine
Chapel ceiling (1508–
12). They date from
the second half of his
work on the ceiling,
after the scaffolding
from the first half was
removed in the summer of 1511.
Upon seeing his work
from below for the first
time, Michelangelo determined to make the
figures larger and the
compositions clearer.
A key architectural
drawing for the dome
of the new Saint Peter’s Basilica (begun in
1547) is also on view
in this gallery.
Following the
death of architect Antonio da Sangallo in
1546, Pope Paul III appointed Michelangelo
chief architect of the
Basilica, entrusting the
artist with this highly
prestigious project despite his limited experience as an architect.
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