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Memare Crawford is a two
year old whose favorite food is mac
and cheese and she likes to drink lots
of milk. Her mother, Makia Crawford and her father Bobby Foster said
her favorite toys are cars. She is the
granddaughter of Denise Harris.
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Gun violence on rise in city; 3 adults, teen killed in separate shootings
Andre Bello III of Cleveland suffered a fatal gunshot
wound on his 16th birthday about
8 p.m. on West 97th Street and

Loretta Avenue during a shootout
that happened as he rode around
the city on Wednesday in a stolen
Cadillac Escalade.

Bello was shot multiple times
and died at MetroHealth Medical Center. Police have not said if any arrests
have been made or what led up to the
shooting.

The SUV Bello drove
was reported stolen about three
hours earlier, and six other teens
between the ages of 15 and 17
were inside the SUV. No one else

CMSD students win music honor

CMSD’s Campus International High School has received national
recognition for its commitment to teaching music.40 of the school’s 180 students participate in the music program, which he said is particularly strong for
an urban school. Few of the students take private lessons, and most use instruments that the school purchased with the help of outside support.

Gasoline prices on the rise
Most motorists in
the Great Lakes and Central states are paying more
to fill up at the pump. Winter weather is one reason
for the region’s fluctuating
gas prices, as frigid weather has caused unplanned
maintenance at a handful
of refineries.
These disruptions
negatively impacted utilization rate and limited
supply growth. On the
week, stocks built by only
350,000 barrels, per the
latest Energy Information
Administration (EIA) data
published.
However, at 61.8
million barrels, regional
gasoline stocks sit at their
highest level in a year. On
the week, the national gas
price average is two cents
more expensive, landing at
$2.28. At the start of the
workweek, nearly half of
all state averages also saw
jumps – some at or more
than a dime increase.
Frigid temperatures across much of the
country have contributed
toward a half a million barrel per day drop in demand

to measure at 9 million
barrels – a level consistent
with a year ago according
to the EIA. At the same
time, gasoline stocks saw
a nominal 513,000-barrel
increase for a total of 257.8
million barrels. While demand is mostly flat yearover-year, total stocks sit at
a 124-million-barrel surplus.
Crude oil has remained relatively cheap
since the beginning of the
year, moving between $51$55 per barrel. At the close
of Friday’s formal trading
session on the NYMEX,
WTI increased eight cents
to settle at $52.72. Oil
prices were volatile last
week, following the release of new data from the
EIA showing that at the
end of the previous week,
total domestic crude oil
inventories rose less than
expected – a build of only
1.3 million barrels to total
447.2 million.
Motorists can find
current gas prices nationwide, statewide, and
countywide at GasPrices.

Gasoline prices increase in area

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(04-26-19)
(04-19-19)
(04-25-18)
(04-26-19)

Regular
$2.16
$2.01
$2.66
$2.43

music experience is sophoForgetwith
To Turn
CMSD’s Campus Don’t
InterYour Clock more
ForwardAdora Ezepue, concertnational High School has received
national recognition for its commit- master, or lead violinist, in the
orchestra, who has been playment to teaching music.
Campus, located at Cleve- ing for five years. She said she
land State University, is one of 98 developed a love of music at a
schools in the country to earn a 2019 very young age and finds it to be
SupportMusic Merit Award from the a stress reliever.
“I do a lot of things outBest Communities for Music Educaside school,” she said. “Music is
tion Program.
While the International a chance to let loose and be creBaccalaureate model that CIHS fol- ative.”
Ninth-grader Isabella
lows calls for a well-rounded education, the rigor can make it diffi- Craun plays flute and piccolo
cult to maintain an extensive music in the advanced band. She has a
program, said Matthew Cotton, the hard time imagining the school
school’s director of music activities. without a music program.
Cotton credited the award “I wouldn’t think about quitto the support he gets from Princi- ting band,” she said. “That’s my
pal Ameer Kim El-Mallawany and thing.”
Cotton, who previously
Assistant Principal Amy Brodsky,
as well as the authority that CMSD taught in Los Angeles, aspired to
gives schools to determine their pro- be a band director from an early
gramming. Brodsky, who played age. He plays all of the band inin the Shaker Heights High School struments but specializes in the
band and Cleveland Youth Orchestra, major woodwinds: flute, clarinet
sometimes helps instruct percussion and saxophone.
He said the school
students.
“We had a vision that the hopes to eventually add an asmusic program was going to be sistant who will work with the
strong,” Cotton said. “That commit- ensembles while he concentrates
on giving lessons and helping
ment was there from the get-go.”
CIHS, which opened in 2017 and now students with composition. Even
includes the ninth and 10th grades, without the extra help, he said,
offers orchestra and beginning, ad- his students show great maturity.
“They have been doing
vanced and modern band. Plans call
for adding an indoor marching drum- a fantastic job of rising to expecline and playing festivals in the next tations,” he said. “We work them
hard.”
two years.
Campus International
Cotton said about 40 of the
school’s 180 students participate in High School is one of three
the music program, which he said CMSD schools that follow the
Baccalaureate
is particularly strong for an urban International
school. Few of the students take model. The others are Camprivate lessons, and most use instru- pus International K-8 School,
ments that the school purchased with which is also located at Cleveland State, and William Rainey
the help of outside support.
Among those who came Harper PreK-8 School.

was injured by gunfire.
Bello drove by a home on
West 100th Street and Loretta when
someone opened fire on the SUV,
hitting Bello in the shoulder. He returned fire and later crashed into a
house on West 97th Street. Police
found a loaded handgun outside the
crashed SUV.
Earlier on Wednesday, a
46-year-old man was shot to death
about 4:00 p.m. in the Lee-Harvard
neighborhood. Police have no suspects.
Gun violence erupted outside a Little Caesars on Harvard
Avenue near East 74th Stree during
an attempted robbery last Saturday.
Martez Gordon, 27, was charged
with aggravated robbery. He is being
held in the Cuyahoga County Jail on
$100,000 bond.
One of three robbers, including two who have not been
identified, shot an employee in the
arm and leg during the incident.
The employee returned fire, shooting Gordon in both legs.The robbers
ran from the pizza shop and dropped
Gordon off at a hospital. He was later
released and booked Tuesday into
the jail.
A Isaiah McTier, 10, accidentally shot and killed his 1-yearold cousin on Saturday about 6 p.m.
at a home on Rexwood Road near
East 143rd Street. The boy has not
been charged in the case and was
released to his father after being inside the home where the shooting
happened for about three hours. The
boy’s mother, Brittney McTier, 31,
was charged Wednesday with child

endangering and obstructing justice.
A Cleveland man was shot
seven times during a drive-by late
Wednesday in the Glenville neighborhood, police said. The 28-yearold man was shot four times in his
legs and three times in his arms
while walking just before 10:30
p.m. on East 117th Street near Sellers Avenue, according to a police
report. An ambulance took him to
University Hospitals, where he was
listed in fair condition Friday, a hospital spokesman said.
A Bowling Green State
University student was wounded
Wednesday evening when he accidentally shot himself in the hip
while sitting in his vehicle.The
shooting occurred in a parking lot
on the campus behind the BowenThompson Student Union.
An employee at a Metro by T-Mobile store on Harvard
Avenue at East 93rd Street shot a
man who tried to rob the cellphone
store at gunpoint on Tuesday in the
Union-Miles neighborhood. Amhad
D. Jones, 25, threatened to kill the
employee before being shot just before 8 p.m. Surveillance video from
the store showed Jones point a gun
at the employee before being shot.
Two men are dead and two
other people were wounded by gunfire
in a shooting early Monday morning
in the parking lot of the Club Alma
Yaucana on West 25th Street and
Barber Avenue.No arrests have been
made.
This was one of the most
violent weeks this year, and six people
died by gun violence.

Two Cuyahoga jail officers suspended

Cuyahoga County Jail officer
Christopher Perdue was suspended five
days without pay for choking an inmate
trying to pray. Surveillance video released by Cuyahoga County shows Perdue choking an inmate who was looking
for a place to pray and slamming him to
the ground.
Attacks by jail officers have
come under increased scrutiny in recent
weeks after the Ohio Attorney General’s
Office secured indictments against seven
corrections officers in three separate attacks on inmates during an on-going
probe into civil rights violations at the
beleaguered jail, where eight inmates
died in 2018. Perdue was not indicted.
Nine other videos, including
ones that documents say show more violence against inmates, have not yet been
released, including those of the officers
charged with crimes.
The county has resisted releasing documents and videos regarding the
use-of-force cases. Perdue was sus-

pended five days without pay. He is
a member of the jail’s Special Response Team, known as the “Men in
Black” because of their paramilitary
uniforms.The unit was criticized in
a November 21 U.S. Marshals Service report that found members of
the SRT regularly harassed, intimidated and abused inmates.
A second Cuyahoga
County jail officer and resigned after he “snapped” on an inmate who
threw a banana peel in his direction
rained blows and knelt on the inmate for close to seven minutes.
A video showed the former officer John McCloud beat the
inmate, and he was one of two officers that the county released this
week. Several use-of-force cases
involving officers attacking inmates
are under investigation by U.S. marshals and state investigators who
say inmates civil rights were routinely violated.

Foodbank
benefit to be held
The Greater Cleveland

Foodbank, which provides food and
grocery items to nearly 1000 partner programs in Greater Cleveland,
will be holding their annual Harvest
for Hunger Market at the Foodbank
benefit on Sunday. About 50 of NE
Ohio’s food and beverage purveyors
will be on hand for samplings while
the Foodbank showcases its practical facility. Numerous silent auction

items will be available for bids
to assist the Foodbank in meeting its necessary monetary requirements.
Brandon Chrostowski
of EDWINS Leadership Institute, which supports second
chances, is the Honorary CoChair of the event. Tickets for
the benefit or to register for the
auction are available at https://e.

The chess team at Joseph M. Gallagher School has capped an amazing run by winning a state championship.The team finished first in one of two
middle-school divisions in an Ohio Scholastic Chess Association tournament
held April 6-7 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Mayfield Heights. Team members
took the top three places in the division and five of the first 15.

Gallagher students wins state chess title
The chess team at Joseph
M. Gallagher School has capped
an amazing run by winning a state
championship.
The team finished first in
one of two middle-school divisions
in an Ohio Scholastic Chess Association tournament held April 6-7
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Mayfield Heights. Team members took
the top three places in the division
and five of the first 15.
Competing in the same
division, CMSD’s Patrick Henry
School finished third and Newton
D. Baker School finished sixth.
Earlier in the school year,
Gallagher won five Greater Cleveland Scholastic Chess League tournaments and the eighth-grade title
in a statewide grade-level championship. The team also wrapped up
a two-year 57-0 run against CMSD
teams.
“These kids are very
hardworking, they’re coachable,
they listen,” coach Ahmit Ghose

said. He also credited strong support from parents and school staff.
The team practices not only after school but also on weekends,
sometimes for hours, at members’
homes or other locations. They
have bonded like family, sharing
meals and activities such as basketball.
Sunita Magar took first
in her division, followed by Oma
Damal and Arpan Rai.
Sunita praised her coach
and thanked teammates who push
her in practice matches. She enjoys chess because there is no advantage to physical size or speed.
“You just need to use your brain,”
she said.
Sunita and Oma said they
also take away life lessons from a
game where the wrong move can
have irreversible consequences.
“Chess increases your mental
strength,” Oma said. “It helps
you be careful in the choices you
make.”
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Clarke seeks to expose Payday lending practices Living better with chronic respiratory disease
The
Lawyers’
Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law filed
a lawsuit in U.S. District
Court for the District of
Columbia against the
White House Office of
Management and Budget.
The lawsuit seeks the release of
public records related to
OMB Director Mick Mulvaney’s ties to the payday
lending industry after his
office failed to respond to
a Freedom of Information
Act request made several
months ago.
“Director Mulvaney’s decision to roll
back consumer protections for low-income borrowers in America is a
prime example of regressive policies that harm
consumers across the
country, particularly African Americans and other
communities of color,”
stated Kristen Clarke,
President and Executive Director of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil

Clarke

Rights Under Law. Clarke
continued: “We know that
Mr. Mulvaney previously
accepted large campaign
contributions from key
points of contact in the
payday lending industry
as a member of Congress,
and the American people
deserve to know if their influence had anything to do
with his decision to undermine anti-discrimination
enforcement or roll back
regulations
preventing
predatory lending.

The law requires
the White House to disclose any records relating
to Mulvaney’s communications with industry
lobbyists. Through our
litigation we are fighting to
promote transparency during an era in which CFPB,
OMB, and other agencies
have increasingly concealed information to keep
the public in the dark.”
After taking over
the CFPB last year, while
also keeping his role at
OMB, Mulvaney immediately moved to roll back
rules protecting low-income payday loan borrowers.
The CFPB had
enacted these new rules
after years of careful study
of the predatory harms of
payday lending, including
how such loans are targeted to communities of
color.
The
Lawyers’
Committee filed this FOIA
request with OMB to determine whether Mulvaney

improperly used his White
House office to discuss his
regulatory actions with industry representatives.
The
Lawyers’
Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, a
nonpartisan, nonprofit organization, was formed
in 1963 at the request of
President John F. Kennedy
to involve the private bar
in providing legal services
to address racial discrimination.
Now in its 56th
year, the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law is continuing
its quest to “Move America Toward Justice.”
The principal mission of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law is to secure,
through the rule of law,
equal justice for all, particularly in the areas of
criminal justice, fair housing and community development, economic justice,
educational opportunities,
and voting rights.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

5 tips to help kickstart your savings
Make the most of
your money this year by
following these five suggestions from Erin Lowry,
personal finance expert,
author, and founder of
BrokeMillennial.com:
1. Health is
wealth—Be sure to invest both your time and
even some money into
maintaining and improving your health. Regular
exercise and eating well
can help prevent costly
doctor’s bills in the future. Don’t forget to take
advantage of your annual
physical with the doc-

tor and your twice-a-year
dentist visits as covered
by insurance to keep your
body well maintained and
be proactive about catching health issues.
2. Keep your car
in tip-top shape—It’s not
just your health you should
care about. Keeping major
appliances and vehicles in
good condition will definitely help you save valuable money.
Being proactive with car
care is particularly important because car repairs
can end up being extremely costly. One help
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can be Hum by Verizon.
It’s a great way to stay in
the know about your car’s
health. Using the Vehicle
Diagnostics feature can
help you stay ahead of potential issues so they don’t
exacerbate, which can ensure your safety on the
road and keep money in
your pocket. Plus, through
Hum’s Car Mechanics
Hotline, you can access a
certified mechanic for unbiased advice on any car
problems or estimated repair prices.
3.
Comparison
shop for financial products—How did you pick
your bank? A lot of people
typically choose whichever bank is closest to home.
Take the time to compare
the bank accounts, savings accounts, credit cards
and even insurance policies you use. If your bank
charges you a monthly fee
for your checking account,
hits you with a fee when
you use a different bank’s

ATM or only offers 0.01
percent interest rate on
your savings account, it
may be time to search for
better deals.
4. Use all your
workplace benefits—Read
through all your workplace benefits and see if
you’re taking advantage
of all available opportunities including retirement
plans, health insurance,
student loan repayment
assistance, and continuing
education or professional
development opportunities.
5. Pay yourself
first—Take human error
out of your savings goals
by ensuring a percentage
of each paycheck gets
routed automatically into
your savings account.
Don’t use the excuse that
you’ll save if you have
any money left over at the
end of the month. Saving
needs to be a priority.

(NAPSI)
Here’s
news that should help many
people with chronic respiratory diseases such as COPD
breathe easier: Pulmonary rehabilitation is a proven treatment that improves quality of
life.
“People with COPD
and other chronic respiratory
diseases are often limited in
many daily activities,” said
Carolyn L. Rochester, M.D.,
professor of medicine, pulmonary critical care and sleep
medicine at Yale School of
Medicine and past chair of
the American Thoracic Society Assembly on Pulmonary
Rehabilitation. “Some may
not be able to even walk from
one side of their home to the
other, prepare a meal or wash
their own hair.”
Chronic lower respiratory diseases such as
COPD are the third-leading
disease-related cause of death
in the U.S., just behind heart
disease and cancer. Unfortunately, many people with
COPD and other chronic respiratory diseases may not
know about available treatments.
According to an eyeopening survey by Wakefield
Research commissioned by
the American Thoracic Society, the world’s leading medical association dedicated to
advancing pulmonary, critical care and sleep medicine,
62 percent of people diagnosed with a chronic respiratory disease have not heard of
pulmonary rehabilitation—a
proven treatment that is usually covered by Medicare and
private insurance.
A comprehensive
six- to 12-week program,
pulmonary rehabilitation includes supervised exercise,
education and support. Research shows that pulmonary
rehabilitation enhances overall quality of life, reducing
symptoms and improving
physical and emotional function. However, it is significantly underused.
Explained
Chris
Garvey, FNP, MSN, MPA,
MAACVPR of the University of California, San Francisco Pulmonary Rehabilitation and Sleep Disorders,
“Pulmonary rehab works by
strengthening the muscles to
ease the burden on the lungs.
It provides a safe environment to learn how to manage
breathing, allowing patients
to not only feel better, but to
do more in their lives, including many activities they may
have been avoiding because

of their symptoms.”
The survey also revealed that 40 percent of patients diagnosed with these
diseases are unaware of how
deadly their condition is.
Respondents
ranked stroke, diabetes and
Alzheimer’s over chronic respiratory diseases as leading
causes of death. In fact, 28
percent of respondents did
not rank chronic respiratory
diseases in the top three at
all.
In contrast with the
lack of knowledge about pulmonary rehabilitation, the
majority of patients with a
chronic pulmonary disorder have heard of oxygen
therapy (70 percent) as well
as medicinal interventions,
including long-acting or
maintenance inhalers (61
percent), short-acting or rescue inhalers (52 percent),
and inhaled or oral steroids
(52 percent) as treatments for
their disease.
Many patients, the
survey discovered, who have
heard of pulmonary rehabilitation do not pursue the treatment or fail to complete the

treatment. Of the 38 percent
of respondents who had heard
of pulmonary rehabilitation,
only 29 percent completed
the program.
The American Thoracic Society partnered with
the Gawlicki Family Foundation to create livebetter.org, a
dedicated website about pulmonary rehabilitation, which
includes a directory of programs that is continually updated based on feedback from
the pulmonary rehabilitation
community.
If you or someone
you know is suffering with
COPD or another chronic
respiratory disease, talk with
your health care provider.
Visit livebetter.org for more
facts about pulmonary rehabilitation and to find a nearby
program.
“Here’s news that
should help many people with
chronic respiratory diseases
such as COPD breathe easier:
Pulmonary rehabilitation is
a proven treatment that improves quality of life, reports
the American Thoracic Society. http://bit.ly/2Snwfg0”

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE

DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for flowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansflowers.com

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Food/Retail Manager:
F e d e r a l
E m p .
Opportunity`Cleveland!
Make $46k-50k. Great Benefits! 3
yrs Food/Retail Mgmt exp. Willing
to relocate.
Send Resume: VCSJOB@va.gov

Call (216) 721-1674

Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity!
$46k-48k. Federal Benefits Pkg!
3 yrs Mgmt.
Exp. Send Resume to:
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com

Drivers, CDL-A: Ours start at $1,635/
wk, most typically earn $90K+/yr!
This regional opening has parking
close to home at your local
Penske Truck Leasing. 2yrs CDLA experience call Penske Logistics:
855-582-4441

9/29/17

3-1-16

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

3/15/19

PRINTING

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Flyers - Program Books
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Funeral Programs
1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

CUSTOM MADE
Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs
To Place Your Order
Call
(216) 721-1674

Drivers, 1 yr Class-A:
$57,000 to $77,000 yr.
$500.00 Orientation Pay!
$16.00/ hr Detention Pay!
Medical, Dental, Vision,
855-200-4631
1-5-18

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil Drivers: OTR & Dedicated.
driver?Full Co. Benefits 26% Excellent Pay + Rider Program
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone! Family Medical/Dental Benefits.
Home Weekends Guaranteed
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
CDL-A, 1 yr. EXP.
Jaro Warren, Ohio
877-758-3905
855-252-1641
1-13-17 - 1-20-2017

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674
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Islam In The Community

How to prepare for the holy month of Ramadan

By MURTADHA GUSAU

Allah describes Ramadan as a prescription; one that
cures the soul. In the eleven (11)
months outside of Ramadan, we
spend time feeding our bodies
but tend to neglect and starve
our souls. But in Ramadan, its
the exact opposite, we starve our
bodies, only to feed and replenish
our souls. So revive your souls!
Ramadan is truly a gift,
a blessing from Allah to the believers, during which the doors of
Jannah (Paradise) are open, while
the doors of Jahannam (Hellfire)
are closed. Ramadan especially
gives us the opportunity to renew
ourselves, recharge our Iman
(faith), purify our hearts, and set
our goals and priorities – to im-

prove and excel In shaa Allah. In
case our minds and hearts became
distracted, Ramadan is the time
for us to redirect our focus to the
Akhirah (Hereafter), and to join
the race for Jannah.
As Imam Ibn Qayyim
Al-Jawziyyah said, the most beloved son of the twelve (12) sons
of Prophet Ya’qub was Prophet
Yusuf. Likewise, Ramadan is the
most beloved month of Allah.
The eleven (11) sons of Prophet
Ya’qub were forgiven because of
the Du’a (prayer) of one of them,
namely Prophet Yusuf. Likewise,
the sins of the eleven (11) months
are forgiven by the blessings of
Ramadan.
A lot of people don’t
know about their fard, their
obligations (Salah, Zakah etc)

throughout the year, but at least
in Ramadan most people will
try. With the fulfilment of fard in
Ramadan, make Du’a to Allah,
ask Him ‘Ya Allah grant me the
ability to fulfill these obligations
throughout the year. Ya Allah
grant me the acceptance to love
your commands, and to hate your
prohibitions and make them ugly
in my sight so that I don’t even go
near them.’ May Allah grant us
that acceptance and may He not
make us from among those who
only worship Him in Ramadan.
Ameen.
Know that, when the
stomach is empty and the hands
are raised, the answer to your
prayers is imminent. Abu Sa’id
Al-Khudri reported in a marfu’
Hadith that: “Allah ransoms

A Look At My World
A cookie isn’t a cookie unless you can sneak it
By JAMES L. SNYDER

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage and I
enjoy one glorious connection; she loves to bake and I
love to eat what she bakes.
I did not marry her
because of her baking skills
because I did not know she
had them at the time. I did
know her mother was a wonderful cook and I assumed
there might be some gene
transferred to her daughter.
If the truth were
known, she loves to bake as
much as I love to eat. Whenever there is a function in the
church, she is always baking, especially cookies. Her
cookies are the best I have
ever eaten, and believe me,
I have eaten a lot. So many
that I have gotten into trouble
several times.
My only response to
her inquiries along this line
is, “If you didn’t make such
delicious cookies I would not
be tempted to eat them. So,
it’s all your fault.”
I have yet to sell that
line to her, but I still try. Of
course, if I could sell her this
I could sell her anything. So
much for trying.
I am not sure which
cookie she bakes that I like
the most. I usually say, “The
cookie I like the most is the
one I’m eating at the time.”
To which, she usually responds, “The trouble with
that is, you never eat just one
at a time.”
Okay. She’s got me
on that one. She usually does,
so it’s no big deal for me.
An incident happened recently that caught me by surprise. It was leading up to a
special fellowship function
in our church. These are great
times of fellowship, especial-

ly around the dessert table.
Don’t get me wrong here. I
do like fellowshipping with
other people, but I like it best
when we fellowship around
some dessert. It does not matter the dessert.
I was working on a
difficult project and was not
thinking about anything outside of my work zone. I spent
a day at home trying to catch
up on some of the things I
was doing and I happened to
notice on top of the refrigerator was some freshly baked
cookies.
Right here I would
like to say that I did my very
best to resist temptation. I am
not a fan of Oscar Wilde, but
I do like one quote of his. “I
can resist anything except
temptation.” When it comes
to the Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage’s freshly
baked cookies, that describes
me to an afternoon tea.
Several times as I
walked by the refrigerator,
I could smell those wonderful cookies. To my credit, I
resisted as much as I could,
which according to my wife
is not quite enough.
I walked by the cookies and
took one. After all, I thought
to myself, who’s going to
miss one cookie?
However, after eating that first cookie, I could
not think of my work anymore and all I could think of
was how delicious that cookie was. I thought to myself,
“Isn’t my wife one wonderful baker.” Then I smiled and
tried to go back to my work at
hand.
It worked for maybe
three minutes, but then my
thoughts wandered back to
those freshly baked cookies on top of the refrigerator.
“What’s it going to hurt,” I
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said to myself, “if I get one
more cookie?”
So, walking by the
refrigerator I took one more
cookie. After all, I thought to
myself, if they were not so
delicious, I would not want
to eat them. That has to stand
for something!
Soon I was engulfed
in my work at hand and not
paying attention to anything
outside that realm. I got my
work done. The only thing I
remember is going out into
the kitchen and sneaking just
one more cookie.
It was then that the
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage came home. How fast
time goes.
Then I heard it.
“You did not eat these cookies on top of the refrigerator
did you?”
By the tone of her
voice, I knew I was in trouble. It is not that I have not
been in trouble before. This
one caught me completely off
guard.
“Those
cookies
were for our fellowship this
coming Sunday. What happened to them?”
Oh boy.
“I couldn’t resist
those cookies and so I had
just one.”
“If you had just one,
where did the rest go?”
At this point, to come up with
an explanation that would
satisfy her inquiry was well
beyond my pay grade.
I did not recall eating all those delicious cookies. Each cookie tasted better
than the one before. I tried to
explain, “Those were the best
cookies in the whole wide
world. The best cookies you
have ever baked.”
She just gave me
one of “those stares.”
After apologizing for my
misdeed, I thought of a Scripture verse along this line.
“There hath no
temptation taken you but
such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will

with the temptation also make
a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” (1 Corinthians
10:13).
The worst temptation is the one you think is not
a temptation and one you can
handle on your own. If it were
not for temptations, I would not
know how gracious God is in his
forgiving power.
Rev. James L. Snyder
is pastor of the Family of God
Fellowship, PO Box 831313
, Ocala , FL 34483 . He lives
with his wife, Martha , in Silver Springs Shores . Call him
at 1-866-552-2543 or e-mail
jamessnyder2@att.net. His web
site is www.jamessnyderministries.com.

people every day and night (i.e.,
in Ramadan) and every day and
night the Muslim has a prayer that
is answered.” [Narrated by Imam
al-Bazzar, and authenticated by
as-Shaykh al-Albani in Sahih alTarghib wat-Tarhib]
We are facing the
blessed month of Ramadan and
many of us are unfortunately still
only warming up in our worship
and righteous acts. A common
excuse for this is that due to the
long hours of fasting in the heat,
coupled with having to go to
work and look after one’s family, it is difficult to strive towards
supplementary voluntary acts
of worship beyond the tarawih
prayers. The mantra of ‘I am tired’
is probably the most frequent
form of Zikr on the tongues of
many Muslims today.
As a way of motivating
us to hasten towards ihsan (excellence) in our worship so that
we get the best out of Ramadan,
rather than the bare minimum, it
is worth pondering on the following Prophetic Hadith:
It was narrated that
Abu Hurairah (May Allah be
pleased with him) said: The
Prophet (Peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) ascended the
minbar and said:“Ameen, ameen,
ameen.” It was said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, you ascended the
Minbar and said, ‘Ameen, ameen,
ameen.” He said: “Yes, Jibril
(Peace be upon him) came to me
and said: ‘If Ramadan comes and
a person is not forgiven, he will
enter Hell and Allah will cast him
far away. Say Ameen.’ So I said
Ameen. He said: ‘O Muhammad, if both or one of a person’s
parents are alive and he does not
honour them and he dies, he will
enter Hell and Allah will cast him
far away. Say Ameen.’ So I said
Ameen. He said: ‘If you (Prophet
Muhammad) are mentioned in a
person’s presence and he does
not send blessings upon you and
he dies, he will enter Hell and
Allah will cast him far away. Say
Ameen.’ So I said Ameen.”
Although there are
three supplications being made
in this Hadith, it is only the first
which is the focus of this article.
Before studying the content of the
supplication itself, let us examine
the circumstances surrounding
the supplication.
First, who is making the
supplication? None other than the
Archangel Jibril (Peace be upon
him), the greatest, most virtuous

and most honourable of all the
angels, who has a high rank with
Allah and the one whom Allah
chose to entrust with revelation
revealed to His Prophets.
Second, who is saying
ameen? The Noble Messenger
Muhammad (Peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) – the last
Prophet, the Imam of the Messengers, and the one who will
intercede with Allah on the Day
of Resurrection. In short, the best
of creation.
Third, what is ‘ameen’?
It itself is a supplication calling
upon Allah to answer what has
been requested.
Fourth, where is the
supplication being made? On the
Minbar of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) in his Mosque in
Madinah, the second holiest place
in the world after Makkah.
In light of the above
four points, it is clear that whatever supplication is being made
here is of significant importance.
How powerful a supplication
must it be if it is uttered by Jibril
(Peace be upon him) on the Minbar of the Prophet Muhammad
(Peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) who is himself asking
Allah to accept the supplication?
Knowing the above, we would be
foolish to ignore a supplication of
such magnitude.
In this Hadith, Jibril
(Peace be upon him) is essentially
supplicating against someone
who witnesses Ramadan but is
not forgiven in it. So severe is
such a failing according to Jibril
(Peace be upon him) that such
a person should be thrown into
the Hellfire and distanced from
Allah’s infinite mercy. Note that
the Du’a does not mention the
sins of this individual, but speaks
of them in a general sense such
that it is applicable to all – those
with many major sins as well as
those with few minor ones. Yet,
the Du’a is mercilessly calling for
such a person to be thrown into
the Hellfire and distanced from
Allah’s mercy which envelopes
all things.
The reason for this
is that anyone who fails to be
forgiven in the month of Ramadan must indeed be a wretched
individual. For this is the month
in which the shaitan are chained
up, and the month in which the
gates of Paradise are opened and
people emancipated from the Fire
nightly. It is a month therefore in

which Allah facilitates us to do
good deeds and to avoid committing sins. If this is not enough,
Allah motivates us further by
promising to multiply the reward
for our deeds.
On the last day of Sha’aban, the
Prophet (Peace be upon him)
gave a sermon and said:
“O people! A great and blessed
month has approached you, a
month containing a night better
than a thousand months. Allah
has made fasting in its days an
obligation and prayer in its nights
a (recommended) voluntary act.
Anyone who seeks nearness to
Allah in this month through any
virtuous act will be like one who
carried out an obligatory act at
another time (outside of Ramadan), and whoever performs an
obligatory act in this month will
be like one who performed seventy such acts at another time. It
is the month of patience, and the
reward for patience is Paradise.
It is the month of equality, the
month in which the wealth of the
believer is increased.”
It is a time when the Mosques are
overflowing with worshippers,
when entire families who may
not offer prayers during the rest
of the year, pray obligatory and
voluntary prayers in the Mosque,
when all around you, believers
are completing a recitation of
the Qur’an, when purses are
being emptied to give charity in

the way of Allah, and when the
tongues are restrained. Indeed it
is a time when the believers are
united in worshipping Allah. If in
such a month someone is unable
to obtain Allah’s forgiveness, then
wretched indeed is he, and thus,
deserving of Allah’s punishment
as supplicated for by Archangel
Jibril (Peace be upon him) and the
Prophet Muhammad (Peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him).
We must not be selfsatisfied and think that just because we are fasting, we will be
forgiven. Only the foolish would
remain content with their actions
and gamble with their destiny in
such a fashion. Instead, we must
remember the Du’a of Jibril
(Peace be upon him) and use these
precious few days of this blessed
month to hasten to good deeds
and righteous actions and actively
strive for Allah’s forgiveness and
mercy so that we can abide in the
Gardens of Paradise forever.
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Zips Nuh Andu to compete in Asia
University of Akron freshman Nuh Andu
(Doha, Qatar) is representing his home nation of Qatar
in the men’s high jump at the Asian Athletics Championships held in Khalifa Stadium in Doha, Qatar, April
21-24. Andu is participating in the qualification round
of the men’s high jump on Monday, April 22, with the
finals set to be staged at 10:36 a.m. ET on Wednesday,
April 24.Khalifa Stadium will also be the host of the
upcoming 2019 IAAF Outdoor World Championships,
Sept. 28 - Oct. 6.
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LEA 2019 Junior Olympic Tournamrnt is an amateur
boxing tournament that will be held Friday, May 3 and Saturday,
May 4 at Brookpark Rec Center, 17400 Holland Road, Brookpark. For info call Alex Cooper at 440-336-5032.

NFL draft 2019 has Browns at 49th pick
By KARL BYRANT

The Browns do not own a No. 1 Draft pick for 2019, having
traded it to the NY Giants for All-Pro WR Odell Beckham, Jr. They’re not
expected to jump back into the 1st Round on Thursday. They own draft
picks on Friday in the 2nd Round at No. 49 overall and in the 3rd Round
at No. 80 overall. On Saturday, they own the 119th pick (4th Round) and
the Nos.144, 155, and 170 picks, which occur in the 5th Round. In the 6th
Round, their No. 189 pick occurs and in the 7th Round, their final listed No.
221 Pick comes up.It is a pleasure for all of Brownstown and Browns fans
worldwide to not sit and pine away for their beloved team’s “braintrust” to
make the right choice in selecting a franchise QB, talented receivers, and
capable running backs, since those skilled positions already are filled on
CLE’s roster.

Tribe bookends a couple of wins around three losses
Over a just-completed five-game Homestand, the
Tribe played good baseball
for a full game, plus eight
innings, then went into the
dumpster for 19 innings, and
then played another full good
game. They end result is they
stand at 2-3 in Interleague
play.
Following Friday’s rainpostponement, Corey Kluber (2-2) went seven innings
in notching an 8-4 win over
Atlanta in the first game of a
Double-header on Saturday.
He had been pounded in his
prior appearance – going 2.2

innings while uncharacteristically walking five and giving
up six runs, including two
HRs – so it was good to see
him return to form. He did allow two more HRs – back-toback jobs in the 7th Inning but only four total runs, while
striking out eight.
Atlanta’s Brian McCann,
who had a hard day defensively behind the plate (passed
ball and three allowed steals),
made some amends as he hit a
HR. Matt Joyce followed with
another long ball, but Kluber
finished the inning. His pitch
count (109) was high due to
a 28-pitch 1st Inning, which
plated one Braves run. Nick

The 2019 Cleveland
Area Golden Gloves Tournament Championship Finals was
held last Saturday at Brook Park
Recreation Center, 7400 Holland
Road in Brook Park.
The following bouts
were held:
Ahara Archie lost to Asia Smith
in a female matched bout at 125
pounds. Archie and Smith will
advance to the National Golden
Gloves Championships. Archie
in the 125 pounds (female)division and Smith in the 119 pounds
(female) division. Sean Tanner
Jr beat Lah Nay Htoo in 123
pounds Novice division; Andre
Donavan beat Francis Stewart
in 123 pounds Open division;
Khalil Osaze beat Zi Stalnaker
in 132 pounds Open division;
Anthony Lichtenberger lost to
Cory Pitts in 141 pounds Novice

division; Armond Richard won
by walk-over in the 141 pounds
Open division; Luke Freshour
beat Isiah Bady in the 152 pound
Novice division; Brian McElrath
lost to Amir Mason in the 152
pound Open division when the
referee stopped the bout in the
2nd round.; Julia Horton beat
Chenxi Zhu in 119 pounds -Female‐Novice division; Alycia
Link beat Kayla Kennedy in the
125 pound Female‐Novice division; Hamza Imad Abedrabo lost
to Anthony Rothgery in the 165
pound Sub‐Novice division; Teal
Mathis lost to Nick Duganier in
the 165 pounds Novice division
when the referee stopped the
bout in the 1st round; Kenneth
Brown lost to Jamar Watkins
in the 165 Open division; Jerald
Spohn beat. Cody Renzelli in
178 pound Nov

By KARL BRYANT

Golden Gloves boxers win titles

Wittgren pitched the 8th and
Brad Hand, the 9th to secure
the win. Carlos Santana celebrated being sworn in as a
U.S. citizen the day before by
banging out three hits. Max
Morroff went deep for CLE.
The Tribe continued their
onslaught in the Double-header Nightcap – jumping out to
a 7-0 lead after their second
5-run inning of the day in the
2nd. Francisco Lindor got a
hit in his 2019 debut. Trevor
Bauer was in command, giving up two runs in 6.1 innings
while striking out 10. Unfortunately, a litany of six Tribe
Bullpen clunkers came on to
waste his effort. Another 5-run
inning – this time by Atlanta
in the 9th – gave the Tribe a
shocking 8-7 loss. Adam Cimber (1-1) allowed four runs to
take the “L,” but all shared in
the folly.
The next day, it was all over
in the very 1st Inning. Shane
Bieber (2-1) was not in tune
from the onset as he gave up
seven runs (five earned) in 2.1

innings. Six more of the usual
suspects sauntered out of the
Bullpen to add fuel to the
fire as the Braves scalped the
Tribe, 13-5. Last year’s “September Rental” Josh Donaldson hit a couple HRs against
his former temp team. Lindor smacked a HR to put the
Tribe on the board. Old Friend
Josh Tomlin still has long ball
troubles as gave up one to exbattery mate, Roberto Perez.
After the Tribe’s 1995
World Series conqueror, the
Braves, left town, their 1997
W.S. vanquisher, the Marlins,
swam in. Carlos Carrasco
sailed along for four innings
before having to leave after
injuring his knee on a play
while covering 1B. Luckily, it
was later learned that Carrasco will be OK. Neil Ramirez
(0-1) came on and gave up
three runs to notch a 3-1 loss.
Tyler Naquin knocked in a run
to keep the Tribe from being
shut out.
Fortunately, the Indians
played a good final game of

the Homestand to post a 6-4
win. Jefry Rodriguez was
called up from AAA Columbus to make his second spot
start and only gave up one
run in seven innings. FLA’s
Sandy Alcantara, who’s only
had “Cups of coffee in the
Majors” in September callups the last two years, also did
OK, as he allowed 2 runs (one
earned) in five innings. When
Wittgren gave up a tying HR
in the 8th Inning to take away
the decision for Rodriguez, it
looked like it would be more
Tribe tough luck.
Happily, in the bottom of
the 8th, CLE teed-off on the
Marlins Bullpen. Jake Bauers knocked in the go-ahead
run. Lindor knocked in a run.
Then, Jose Ramirez, who’d
hit a HR in the 1st Inning and
earlier knocked in another
run with a hit, doubled in two
more runs to ice the game. He
appearsto have broken out of
his early season slump.
Brad Hand retired
the Marlins in order in the 9th

for the 6-2 Tribe win. As the
pitcher of record, Wittgren,
despite giving up the tying
HR, got the “W.”
Before the Tribe retook
the lead, fans were wary in
their outlook. Brad offered,
“I don’t know why they’ve
had so much trouble the last
few games here. You’d think
they’d be more comfortable in
their Home ballpark.” Taylor
chimed in, “Maybe they’re
putting too much pressure on
themselves. I can’t believe
the pitching’s been so bad
lately. Seems like they need
to another middle reliever. At
least this Rodriguez kid looks
pretty good.”
The Indians now are visiting Houston to take on the
Astros, who embarrassingly
swept them in the A.L. Division Series in the playoffs last
season – for a four game set.
On paper, it looks like the
Tribe doesn’t match up well,
but that’s why they play the
game between the chalk lines.

By KARL BRYANT

man advantage, Justin Scott
scored on a shorthanded breakaway goal to bring Cleveland
within one. Unfortunately, a
furious Monsters rally in the final two minutes couldn’t bring
about the equalizer. Cleveland had 17 shots in the 3rd.
Monster G Brad Thiessen and
Crunch G Eddie Pasquale each
had 25 Saves, but the majority of Pasquale’s came in the
last two minutes. Game 4 was
won by the Monsters in Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse. The
Monsters blanked the Crunch
3-0 to advance to the second
round.
Meanwhile, the National
Hockey League Columbus
Blue Jackets – the Monsters
parent club - who finished their
regular season a week earlier made history by sweeping the
No. 1 Tampa Bay Lightning
in the 1st Round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. By happenchance, Tampa Bay is Syracuse’s parent club.
The Blue Jackets had never
won a playoff series until this
year, which makes the feat all
the more amazing. The Lightning not only finished with the
best record in the league this
year, but tied an all-time NHL
record by recording 62 wins.
They posted 128

points in the standings – far
and away the most this year
and one of the best all-time.
They had the league’s leading
scorer, Nikita Kuckerov, who
coincidentally also accumulated 128 points (in scoring).
Kucherov didn’t get
a point in the first two Tampa
Bay losses and was suspended in Game 3 for a dirty hit
on Blue Jacket Defenseman
Markus Nutivaara. Kucherov
finally got two assist points in

the Game 4 loss – too little, too
late.
The Blue Jackets had won
the first two games in Tampa
by scores of 4-3 and 5-1. Next
in Columbus, the Jackets won
Game 3, 3-1. Then, with everything on the line, it was
“Goodbye” in Columbus for
the Lightning in Game 4, 7-3,
as they embarrassingly gave
up three Empty Net goals in
the last minutes. It was the first
time in history that the team
with the best record in the NHL

Monsters advance to the next round

The Cleveland Monsters and Columbus Blue Jackets are in the playoffs after
very successful end-of-regular
season runs. The Monsters
barely qualified for the American Hockey League Playoffs
as the final Wild Card team by
winning their last game of the
regular season in Toronto, 5-1.
Columbus also just qualified
by winning seven of their last
eight games to snatch the final
Wild Card berth.
CLE opened the 1st Round
of the Calder Cup Playoffs
in Syracuse, where they beat
the Crunch by scores of 5-3
and 5-1. The Monsters then
lost Game 3 in Cleveland,
2-1. Oddly, after scoring five
goals in each of their last three
games, they were stymied.
Down 1-0, they were being
outshot by Syracuse at nearly
a 3 to 1 clip over the first two
periods - totaling a paltry eight
shots on goal. The Crunch took
a 2-0 advantage, 31 seconds
into the 3rd Period, as they
scored on a Power Play that
had carried over from the 2nd
Period.
Finally, at 12:47 of the final period, at the beginning of
another Syracuse Power Play

Goalie Sergei Bobrovsky was spectacular in the nets for
the Blue Jackets as they historically swept NHL record-tying Tampa
Bay out of the 1st Round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs.(ESDN photo
by Frank Hyatt, Minority Publishers Assn.)

Boxing Nostalgia
Brian McElrath lost to Amir Mason in the 152 pound
Open division when the referee stopped the bout in the 2nd round.
Amir will advance to the National Golden Gloves Championships
in Chattanooga, Tennessee from May 6-11. (ESDN photo Terri Gallagher)

Ahara Archie lost to Asia Smith in a female matched
bout at 125 pounds. Archie and Smith will advance to the National
Golden Gloves Championships in Chattanooga, Tennessee from
May 6-11.. Archie in the 125 pounds (female)division and Smith in
the 119 pounds (female) division.(ESDN photo by Terri Gallagher)

By JIM AMATO

Roy Jones Jr. was the best ever at 168 pounds
Who was the best
168 pound boxer since the
inception of the weight class
in 1984. Many will favor
Joe Calzaghe because of his
numerous title defenses. It
would be hard not to say
Leonard or Hearns as their
classic battle at 168 pounds.
ended in a controversial
draw. Really neither boxer
spent a lot of time in this
weight class to make a major
impact. Well for my money I
feel the most formidable super middleweight titleholder
was Roy Jones Jr. In the two
years he held the crown he
made six successful defenses,
all by knockout.
Jones won the title
by defeating unbeaten James
Toney. This much anticipated
Super Bout took place on November 18, 1994. Toney had

Jones
won the title in 1993 with an
impressive stoppage of Iran
Barkley. Entering the Las Vegas ring to face Jones, Toney
sported a 44-0-2 record. The
fight wasn’t even close. Jones
scored a flash knockdown
over Toney in the third round.
Jones then proceeded to walk
off with the title by scores of

119-108, 118-109 and 117111.
In March of 1995,
Jones blitzed the capable Antoine Byrd in a single round.
Then in June he dominated
the popular Vinny Pazienza.
The bout was halted in six
rounds. Then Jones took
out veteran contender Tony
Thornton in three rounds.
In 1996, Jones belted out the game and hard
punching Merqui Sosa in
two rounds. Rough and tough
Eric Lucas was next and his
grit and determination took
him into the 12th and final
round when the bout was finally stopped.
In 2001, Lucas
would win the WBC version of the title. In his sixth
and final defense he took out
unbeaten Bryant Brannon

in the second round. One
month later Jones would
defeat Mike McCallum for
light heavyweight honors.
Yes Joe Calzaghe won a 12
round decision over Jones in
2008 but that was 12 years
after Jones had reigned supreme in the 168 pound division.
Taking the Toney
fight and all six of his defenses into account the
combined record of Jones’
opposition was an astounding 208-21-7. That should
clearly show how dominant
Jones was at this weight.
Could Jones have beaten
Leonard or Hearns ?
Good question but
it is plain that nobody other
then maybe Calzaghe dominated like Jones did at 168
pounds.

Tuesday, April 23, 2019- Friday, April 26, 2019

EAST SIDEDaily NEWS

On The Town
MOVIES * MUSIC * THEATER * DANCE * RESTAURANTS * NIGHT LIFE

'Shazam' giving Ohio children in foster care hope
A popular box-office
movie about an unlikely superhero is opening the curtain on
the plight of children in need of
foster care.
"Shazam!" is about a
14-year-old boy in foster care
who discovers he has superhero
powers, which he must learn to
master to fight evil forces.
While following the
filming of the movie, Amanda
Ennis of Kent says she became
inspired by the optimism and
heart of the story. Ennis says
she created "BeAHERO4Kids"
to connect children's services
organizations and theaters
screening the film to help recruit new foster-care parents.
"I am a comic-book
movie fan, of all things,” says

Ennis. “It was all sort of a rather
chance thing. I didn't know a
whole lot about our foster-care
and adoption system before, but
along the way I learned quite a bit
and it seems to me like the only
reason that people aren't up in

"The Magic Negro and
Other Blackness' will be
performed at the Outcalt
Theatre from May 16 to
May 18. Tickets are available at www.playhousesquare.org.
Have you ever
pondered the idea that Dr.
Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham
might be racially charged?
How does one play the race
card? (And what does that
even mean?) Well, maybe
it’s time to take a closer
look.
Using comedic
sketches and improv, this
hilarious one-man show examines the representation of
black males in the media.
From prison and white flight
to “Reading Rainbow” and
Black Jesus – we’ll explore
some of the ways these images influence our views on
race in everyday life.
Mark
Kendal
wrote and directed the play
which is a hilarious oneman show. By dissecting
common themes in representations of the AfricanAmerican experience, from
race cards to white flight,
and Aunt Jemima to Black
Jesus, Kendall explores all
that makes us human.

"Magical
Negro"
characters have long played
key roles in films and television programs. These characters tend to be African American men with special powers
who make appearances solely
to help white characters out of
jams, seemingly unconcerned
about their own lives.
According to Kendall, "When I first wrote and
performed “The Magic Negro
and Other Blackity Blackness” back in 2014, I wanted
to use comedy to explore how
stereotypes can limit how we
see black men in everyday life.
But after performing the material for a couple years, I began
to wonder, are people understanding the satire, or am I just
giving them an opportunity to
laugh at stereotypes?'
According to Kendall, African Americans may
be scoring more substantial
parts in film and television, but
many continue to play roles
that fuel stereotypes, such as
thugs and maids. The prevalence of these parts reveals the
importance of #OscarsSoWhite and how African Americans continue to struggle for
quality roles on both the small
and big screens, despite having won Academy Awards in

Shazam

arms about it is they don't know
how bad the problem really is."
In 2018, more than
26,000 Ohio children removed
from their parents were placed
in out-of-home care, about 2,800
were in need of adoption, and
more than 900 aged out of care
without ever finding a permanent
home.
The
weekend
"Shazam!" opened, recruitment
events were held at nearly 20
theaters in Ohio, and four other
states. Bryan Stanton, foster and
recruitment supervisor with the
Cuyahoga County Division of
Children and Family Services
says their event in Strongsville
was quite successful.
"Very rarely did we
have a unique partnership like

this one was that really brought
people just to learn about foster
and adoption,” says Stanton.
“We're actually excited; the
movie did really well too in the
theaters, which is good. We have
hopes of continuing to go out on
some weekends and set up our
informational booths."
Stanton says the opioid epidemic has greatly increased the need for foster parents who can provide kids with
a safe place to live until they
can be reunited with their biological families or adopted into
a permanent home. He notes
those who do step up are given
as much support as possible.
"It's going to be some
challenging times,” says Stanton. “You're not going to be

alone, and you're going to be
completely provided with appropriate survives to make sure
it works for everyone, it works
for the child, it works with the
foster family."
Ennis adds that even
second-run theaters are getting
involved, including the Hayesville Opera House in Ashland
County, which is hosting an information event April 26th.
"There's going to be a
special showing of the film for
200 foster kids and their guardians and families that weekend
as well. So that's kind of exciting,” says Ennis. “When I heard
the news about that, I thought,
'Yep, this was all worth it.'

'The Magic Negro and Other Blackness' comes to Outcalt Theatre

MENU TIPS

A sweet and savory side dish
(NAPSI)—Here’s
a delicious twist on an old
favorite: creamy, cheesy,
scalloped sweet potatoes, an
easy-to-make casserole that
will wow everyone at the
table.
High in fiber and
loaded with vitamins and
minerals, California sweet
potatoes add just a hint of
sweetness to this rich and
savory dish. Serve it next
to your Easter ham, your
Thanksgiving turkey or
with a store-bought roasted
chicken on a regular old
Wednesday night. Deliciously indulgent, it’ll be
your new favorite side dish.
Creamy, Cheesy, Scalloped
Sweet Potatoes
Serves 8 to 10
1½ pounds each
orange-fleshed and yellow/
white-fleshed sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into
¼-inch-thick slices, divided
2 cups shredded
Gruyère cheese, divided
2½ cups heavy
cream
2
tablespoons
chopped fresh thyme
1 ½ teaspoons each
salt and pepper
1 teaspoon dry
mustard
½ teaspoon ground

nutmeg

¼ teaspoon each garlic and onion powder
Preheat oven to 400°
F. Oil 9-by-13-inch baking pan
or 2½- to 3-quart casserole
dish.
Layer half of sweet
potatoes in dish, mixing colors.
Sprinkle with half of
cheese. Add remaining sweet
potatoes and set aside. In
small saucepan over mediumhigh heat, combine cream with
herbs and spices.
Cook until bubbles
appear at edges of saucepan.
Pour cream mixture over
sweet potatoes.
Sprinkle with remaining cheese, cover loosely
and bake until almost tender,
about 45 minutes.
Uncover and continue baking until tender, about
15 minutes.
For more recipes,
nutritional info and tips, go to
www.casweetpotatoes.com.
“Here’s a delicious
twist on an old favorite:
creamy, cheesy, scalloped
sweet potatoes, an easy-tomake casserole that will wow
everyone at the table. California sweet potatoes are high
in fiber, loaded with vitamins and minerals. http://bit.
ly/2IyDGf1”

Kendall
acting, screenwriting, music
production and other categories.
The late Michael
Clarke Duncan famously
played such a character in
“The Green Mile.” Moviefone wrote of Duncan’s char-

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Charles Mingus
Charles Mingus (born
April 22, 1922) was a bassist
extraordinaire, an ingenious
bandleader, and a monumental
composer of large-scale works
whose creativity rivaled Duke
Ellington's.
Mingus's music combines many styles -- gospel,
blues traditional New Orleans,
swing, bebop, Afro-Cuban,
and Euro-classical.
Many of his recordings have been released.
But when he died in
1979 at age 59, some of his
compositions had never been
performed.
Jazz historian Andrew Homzy told me that they
found many parts to Mingus'
suite, "Epitaph", in disorganized array in a box in a closet.
The suite was restored and recorded live in
New York City in 1989 by a
tribute orchestra led by Gunther Schuller.
The next year, Schuller conducted the 31-piece
Mingus Epitaph Orcherstra at
a Tri-C JazzFest performance.
Mingus' widow, Sue,
has kept alive Mingus' musical
legacy by heading The Mingus
Workshop.
She chose the musicians for the 14-piece Mingus
Big Band that performed in
Cleveland on February 8 at the
Cleveland Art Museum.
Among the fine soloists that performed were Frank
Lacy, Robin Eubanks, Craig
Handy, Seamus Blake, Howard Johnson and many others.

acter, John Coffey, “He’s
more an allegorical symbol
than a person, his initials
are J.C., he has miraculous
healing powers, and he voluntarily submits to execution
by the state as a way of doing
penance for the sins of others. A ‘Magical Negro’ character is often the sign of lazy
writing at best, or of patronizing cynicism at worst.”
In addition to Duncan, Morgan Freeman has
played in some such roles,
and Will Smith played a
Magical Negro in “The Legend of Bagger Vance.”
Magical Negroes
are also problematic because
they have no inner lives or
desires of their own. Instead,
they exist solely as a support
system to the white characters, reinforcing the idea that
African Americans aren’t as
valuable or as human as their
white counterparts. They
don’t require unique storylines of their own because
their lives just don’t matter
as much.
Black best friends
typically don’t have special
powers like Magical Negroes
do, but they mainly function
in films and television shows
to guide white characters out
of a crisis. Usually, female,
the black best friend functions to support the heroine,
often with sass, attitude and
a keen insight into relationships and life.
Like Magical Negroes, black best friends appear not to have much going
on in their own lives but turn
up at exactly the right moment to coach white charac-
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ters through life.
In the film “The
Devil Wears Prada,” for example, actress Tracie Thoms
plays friend to star Anne
Hathaway, reminding Hathaway’s character that she’s
losing touch with her values.
Kendall first got
into comedy while studying film at Northwestern
University. He worked at"
Comedy Central through the
Chris Rock Summer School
Program for up and coming comedy writers of color.
During his time at Comedy
Central, Kendall got to pitch
jokes to the writing staffs of
“The Daily Show” and “The
Colbert Report.”

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Science-Fiction)

1. In the movie
Ghost (1990), who is the
Oscar-winning, AfricanAmerican actress who
starred as a psychic, scamartist who actually becomes
able to speak with the dead
and helps white actor Patrick
Swayze (as the murdered,
lead character), warn his
still-alive girlfriend (Demi
Moore) about his killer?
2. In what movie
did mixed-race actor Jaye
Davidson star opposite white
actors James Spader and
Kurt Russell as the ageless,
race-less, alien dictator of a
planet that crosses ancient,
Egyptian history with spaceage technology?
3. In the movie
Species (1995), who is the
African-American actor/
director that starred as an
'empathy': (a psychic that
can sense strong emotions/
feelings) who assists a special, government task force



track down an escaped, extraterrestrial that looks like
a blonde, super-model?
4. In what futuristic
film did black, acting icon
Denzel Washington star as an
ex-cop turned prison inmate
who is released to find a
computer-generated, supercriminal (Russell Crowe)
who is 'sampled' from the
profiles of the worlds' worst
serial-killers?
5. Who is the rapper/actor that starred in Deep
Blue Sea (1999) as a bornagain chef that works on
an isolated, marine-biology
'island' that becomes under
attack by the super-smart
sharks their scientists were
experimenting on to find a
cure for Alzheimer's?
ANSWERS:
1. Whoopi Goldberg 2.
'Stargate' (1994) 3. Forest
Whitaker 4. 'Virtuosity'
(1995) 5. L.L. Cool J

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (James Bond Enforc-

TITLES:

Sakata as deadly-derby

1. Goldfinger (1964)
2. Live Or Let Die (1973)
3. The Man With The
Golden Gun (1974)
4. Never Say Never Again

tossing 'Odd Job'
c) Caribbean-born actress
Grace Jones as steroidenhanced 'May Day'
d) Hispanic actor Herve

(1983)
5. A View To A Kill (1985)
ACTORS/CHARACTERS:
a) Euro-Asian actress Barbara Carrera as 'Fatima

Villacheze as tiny terror
'Nick Nack'
e) African-American actor
Clifton James as hookhanded 'Tee-Hee'

Blush'
b) Asian actor Harold

b; 4, a; 5, c

ANSWERS: 1, d; 2, e; 3,

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review
Malcolm X movie is great cinematic offering
By C.M. APPLING

When white film critics or movie fans talk about what
is the absolute ‘perfect’ motion
- picture of all time, usually the
same few films are mentioned.
From an older generation,
they might say Gone With The
Wind (1939) or Citizen Kane
(1941) or Casablanca (1942).
If they were being asked from a
younger generation, they might
consider The Godfather (1972),
Jaws(1975), Star War (1977) or
Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981).
Regardless, the choices never
include a black-made feature.
Now, if a black person
is asked to name the absolute
‘perfect’ African-American motionpicture, debate may ensue.
However, one movie in particular definitely has the credit to
be mentioned for that category.
It was black filmmaker Spike
Lee’s greatest contribution in
his cinematic offerings: Malcolm X (1992).
Some of the slain
civil rights leader’s story was
featured in author Alex Haley’s
mini-series sequel Roots: The
Next Generations (1979). In it,
actor James Earl Jones played
the adult Alex Haley and actor
Al Freeman, Jr. played Malcolm
X. Reflecting their real-life relationship,
Haley wrote Malcolm’s memoirs in the classic
best-seller The Autobiography
of Malcolm X in 1964. Other
civil rights leaders have had
their lives commemorated in
movies or mini-series (such
as the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr).
During their heyday in the 1960’s,
Martin
and Malcolm were considered
‘extremists’ by some caucasians. While Martin’s pacifist,
integrationist ideals were more
palatable to the tastes of the
majority of whites and blacks,
it was Malcolm with his fierce
black pride that would be better
understood and accepted in later
generaions.
For the film, Lee had
Denzel Washington don the
iconic glasses, goatee and redcolored hair to portray the man.
After that, both director and actor produced what is arguably

the best black film of all time.
Born in Omaha, Nebraska, little Malcolm Little
was one of nine children. His
dark-skinned father was an outspoken minister who followed
the philosophy of pro-African
separatist Marcus Garvey. His
white-looking mother was from
the island of Grenada. The Ku
Klux Klan burned down their
house and murdered his father.
His mother suffered a breakdown and was hospitalized as
the children were separated.
Malcolm was sent to a boys detention home where, in the allwhite environment, he received
the best grades. But, his bigoted
teachers urged him to take up
a trade rather than becoming a
lawyer.
As a young man, Malcolm (who now goes by the
nickname ‘Red’) is a ‘conked’
(hair-straightened) zoot-suiter
in Boston, Massachusetts. His
best-friend is ‘Shorty’ (Spike
Lee). He
overlooks his nice, ‘Negro’ girlfriend Laura (Theresa Randle)
to start dating blonde blue-eyed
white Sophia (Kate Vernon). He
works as a train porter until one
day, while visiting Harlem, New
York, he is introduced to gangster West-Indian Archie (Delroy
Lindo). Red snorts cocaine and
worked for Archie as a numbers
runner. But, when Red accuses
Archie of stealing, he has to run
from the Caribbean criminal.
Later, Red, Shorty and Sophia
meet Rudy (Roger Guenveur
Smith) to become house burglars. When they are caught,
Red and Shorty are sentenced
from eight to ten years in prison.
After being imprisoned, a jaded and blasphemous
Red (who has been nicknamed
‘Satan’ by the white prison
chaplain), meets inmate Baines
(Albert Hall) who initiates him
into questioning racial beliefs
with the Muslim religion of
worshipping Allah. By accepting the teachings of The Honorable Elijah Muhammad (Al
Freeman, Jr.), ‘Red’ becomes
‘Malcolm’ once more. He now
wears glasses and has shaved off
his conk. When he is released,
he meets Muhammad and, as
‘Malcolm X’ becomes one his
most successful Harlem min-

isters for The Nation of Islam.
When Malcolm first meets Sister Betty Shabazz (Angela Bassett) he is instantly smitten. The
reverent couple marry and begin their family of four daughters.
When Malcolm rises
in popularity with his fervent,
irate and inflammatory racial
rhetoric, Muhammad warns
him that he is attracting to much
negative attention in the white
media (who label him a ‘black
supremacist’).
When Muhammad is
involved in a scandal for impregnating several young women, a disillusioned Malcolm
leaves Muhammad’s mosque to
begin one of hisown.
But, after Malcolm
returns from his pilgrimage to
Mecca in the Middle-East, he
experiences a profound change
in his philosophy. In Mecca, he
sees all races worshipping together.
Malcolm now believes that interracial harmony
can be achieved through Islam.
He then adopts the new name
El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz.
Tragically, some who worked
in Malcolm’s organization betrayed him after this announcement. They secretly harassed
him until they gunned him down
while he was giving an address,
in front of his entire family.
The year that Lee’s
Malcolm X was released, it was
totally ignored by the Academy
Awards. Despite the excellent
job Lee did in directing the
movie, the subject matter of
the ‘controversial’ black leader
must have offended those in the
Hollywood community.
From Malcolm Little,
to Red, to Satan, to Malcolm X,
to El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, his
various names and nick-names
were directly attributed to his
different life phases and identity
incarnations.
But, Malcolm always
knew who we were as a people.
So, no matter how he presented
it, his message was that of personal pride and admiration.
Although Spike and
Denzel were robbed of the Best
Director and Best Actor Oscars,
Malcolm X will never be forgotten as a perfect motion-picture.
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Black Professional Foundation to honor community leaders
The Black Professionals Foundation
is honored to celebrate
amazing
community
leaders on Sunday, May
19th at The Venue at
Stonewater Golf Course.
The event will
honor its founders and
salute four stellar civic
champions.
Recipients of
The Founders Award are
Tanya Allmond (posthumous), Arthur Baker, Jr.
and Nancella W. Harris.
The Lifetime
Achievement Award will
be presented to Judge
Ronald Adrine (Retired,
Cleveland
Municipal
Court), Marsha Mockabee (Urban League of
Greater
Cleveland),
Campy Russell (Cleveland Cavaliers) and
Yvonne Pointer (Community & Social Justice
Activist).
Judge Ronald
Adrine was born on April
21, 1947 in Cleveland,
Ohio to Russell T. and
Ethel Adrine. He graduated from Shaker Heights
High School in 1965 and
then entered Wittenberg
University in Springfield,
Ohio and then transferred
to Fisk University, in
Nashville, Tennessee,
where he received his
B.A. degree in history
in 1969. He obtained his
J.D. degree from the
Cleveland-Marshall Col-

Adrine
lege of Law, in 1973.
Adrine began
his career as a prosecuting attorney for the
Cuyahoga County in
the criminal division in
1974. He entered the private practice of law with
his father, the late Russell
T. Adrine in 1976. Adrine
was appointed to serve
as senior staff counsel to
the U.S. House of Representatives Select Committee on Assassinations,
in Washington, D.C. in
1978. He then returned
to Cleveland and spearheaded the successful
merger of four African
American legal organizations into the Norman S.
Minor Bar Association
in Cleveland in 1980.
He first ran for a seat on
the Cleveland Municipal
Court bench in 1981, and
was reelected five times,
without opposition, to
full six-year terms from

Mockabee
1981 to 2017. He chaired
the Ohio Commission on
Racial Fairness in 1994.
Adrine served as administrative and presiding
judge of the Cleveland
Municipal Court, from
2008 to 2017. He led the
effort to create a Family
Justice Center in Cleveland in 2014. Adrine retired from the court after
thirty six years of service
in 2017.
In 2017, Adrine
was an inaugural member inductee of the
Cleveland-Marshall Law
Hall of Fame, as was his
father, Russell, a 1954
Cleveland-Marshall Law
graduate.
Marsha
A.
Mockabee serves as the
President and CEO of the
Urban League of Greater
Cleveland. In this role,
she leads an agenda empowering African-Americans to develop and ex-

Russell
ercise their potential on
par with all other Americans through education,
research, advocacy and
provision of services.
Mockabee has
more than 28 years of
nonprofit
leadership
experience, as well as
educational credentials
that include a Bachelor’s
degree from Concordia
University (cum laude),
a CNM from Case Western Reserve University,
and MBM from Indiana
Wesleyan. She serves
on many committees
and community efforts.
Mockabee’s accomplishments have been recognized locally and nationally. Since 2010, she has
served on the National
Urban League’s Education and Jobs Task Forces.
In February of
2013, she was selected
to lead an Equity and

Madigan
of her craft, The Boston
Globe describes Kathleen as sounding “like
she could be talking off
the top of her head and
teeing up new material
at the same time.” In addition to two one-hour
specials currently on
NETFLIX, she has recently appeared on such
comedy fan-favorite series as Comedy Central’s
This Is Not Happening
and Jerry Seinfeld’s Comedians in Cars Getting
Coffee, with Seinfeld offering “She’s small, practical and fun. She makes
a lot of sense, but not too
much sense, just enough
to be hilarious”
Madigan’s

standup album “Bothering Jesus,” from the Netflix special of the same
name, was released on
800 Pound Gorilla Records in 2018 and is the
highest selling release
of any comedy album
since 2014. It debuted
on the Billboard 200 Album Chart, on The Nielson SoundScan Comedy Charts at #1, and on
The Billboard Comedy
Charts at #1. “Bothering
Jesus” is Madigan’s sixth
comedy album and third
special currently available on Netflix.
To download
“Bothering Jesus” click
here: https://800PGR.
lnk.to/BotheringJesusPR
“One of the best
comics working today” –
Lewis Black
“Madigan
is
that rare comic who has
been in the business for
decades and is still most
well-known for stand-up
comedy…..That singular
dedication to the craft
shows in both the evolution of her material over
the years and the way she
can make a complicated

joke with a hidden nub of
wisdom seem both effortless and offhand.” – Chicago Tribune
Madigan is a
staple on the late-night
circuit, with over 25 appearances on The Tonight Show, and multiple appearances on The
Stephen Colbert Show,
Letterman, and Conan.
She has performed internationally at festivals
in theaters in Ireland,
England, Hong Kong,
Australia and has filmed
six Montreal Gala Shows
at The Montreal Just For
Laughs Festival for CBC
TV. She’s won the American Comedy Award for
“Best Female Comedian” and the Phyllis Diller
award for “Best Female
Comedian,” and has done
multiple USO tours in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Madigan is an
advocate and fundraiser
for Cystic Fibrosis and
Autism.
Originally from
St. Louis, Missouri, she
splits her time between
Los Angeles and the
Ozarks.

2018).

knowing fully well of
its dangers. Opening
with a rather glum confession of the fear of
being taken by force,
she discusses the equally-terrifying aftermath
of willingly accepting
the offering of love—
whether it is “theatre or
threat.” It is as relatable
as it is eerie. We are observing familiar phenomenon through weird eyes.
She is both captor and
captured, a contradiction which only begins
to make sense when one
admits the fickleness of
love.
The ten poets
included in this box set
are: Hiwot Adilow, Dalia
Elhassan, Charity Hutete, Nour Kamel, Daisy
Odey, Salawu Olajide,
Musawenkosi Khanyile,
Dina El Dessouky, Ama
Diaka, and Gbenga Adeoba.

Kathleen Madigan to perform at Ohio Theatre
Comedian Kathleen Madigan returns to
Playhouse Square’s Ohio
Theatre September 28 at
8 pm bringing her national HOT DOGS & ANGELS TOUR, presented
by SiriusXM.
Tickets go on
public sale Friday, April
26th at 10 AM with
all seats priced at $45.
(Kathleen’s last three
Playhouse Square appearances have been
complete sellouts!) Tickets will be available at
playhousesquare.org;
216-241-6000; and the
Playhouse Square Ticket
Office.
Madigan continues her nonstop tour
playing to diehard fans,
new and old, with stops
in cities across the country. Says Madigan, “I
LOVE the road. I don’t
know what would happen
if I stayed in one place
for more than a week, and
at this point I’m not sure I
wanna find out.”
Madigan has
captured the dedication
of audiences and critics alike. A true master

African poets publish poetry book

The limitededition box set is an annual project started in
2014 to ensure the publication of up to a dozen
chapbooks by African
poets through Akashic
Books.
The
series
seeks to identify the
best poetry written by
African poets working
today, and it is especially interested in featuring poets who have
not yet published their
first full-length book of
poetry.
Hiwot Adilow
is an Ethiopian-American poet and singer
from
Philadelphia
whose work is highlighted in the collection.
She is a member of the First Wave
Hip Hop and Urban
Arts Learning Commu-

Adilow
nity at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison.
Her poetry appears or is
forthcoming in Nepantla, Winter Tangerine,
Vinyl Poetry and Prose,
and elsewhere, and has
been anthologized in
The BreakBeats Poets Vol 2.0: Black Girl
Magic
(Haymarket
Books, 2018). Hiwot is
author of the chapbook
In The House of My Father (Two Sylvias Press,

In
“The
Night My Father Was
Robbed,” the Ethiopian-American Adilow
represents how a singular event can lead one
on a seemingly endless
journey into the realm
of memory and history.
From the robbery of her
father, she interrogates
the extent to which
persons with hyphenated identities can claim
agency; the length to
which they can call
home home. She questions the validity of the
American dream, how it
is built on Native blood
and the sweat of stolen
black bodies.
In “one night’s
pleasure is a lifetime’s
pain,” Adilow gives an
account of diving headfirst into a romance,

Pointer
Excellence in Education
initiative for the State of
Ohio. Along with Mockabee’s CEO colleagues
from Cincinnati and Columbus, she is helping
to engage in statewide
advocacy and policy issues affecting education
in urban communities.
Mockabee is known
amongst her national Urban League colleagues as
the “turnaround specialist.”
Michael Campanella “Campy” Russell
is an American former
professional basketball
player. He played the
forward position in the
National Basketball As-

sociation (NBA) for the
Cleveland Cavaliers and
New York Knicks for
nine years (1975–1982,
1985) and played in
the 1979 NBA All-Star
Game.
Before joining
the NBA, Russell was a
star player at the University of Michigan. Russell played three seasons
at Michigan, and in his
junior year he averaged
23.7 points per game. He
was named an All American that year.
During his All
Star season in the NBA
in 1978–1979, Russell
averaged 21.9 points, 6.8
rebounds and 4.7 assists
per game for the Cavaliers.
Russell works
in the Cavaliers’ front office as Director of Alumni Relations.He is also a
co-host of the Cavaliers’
pregame and postgame
show (Cavaliers Live,
alongside Jeff Phelps) on
FS Ohio.
Yvonne Pointer
was born and raised in
Cleveland, Ohio, the
fourth of ten children.
Pointer’s oldest daugh-

ter Gloria was abducted,
raped and murdered in
1984. Since the death
of her daughter, Yvonne
has worked tirelessly
towards safer communities, in and out of the
City of Cleveland.
Pointer is often called upon to give
words of consolation to
individuals and families
victimized by violence.
She is convinced the
problems of drugs and
gang violence will not
just go away. Her motto
is
One Pointer,
One Passion, One Purpose.
According to
Pointer, one person can
make a difference.
When Pointer
learned of a successful program in Chicago
called The Midnight
Basketball Program, she
waged a one-woman
campaign to bring the
program to the attention
of Cleveland Mayor
Michael R. White. She
was successful and in
September 1991 the program became a reality in
Cleveland. Mayor White

named Pointer the Mother of Midnight Basketball in Cleveland.
As a direct result of her work, Pointerhas been recognized
on numerous occasions.
She was inducted into
the Ohio Women’s Hall
of Fame by former Governor George Voinovich
in 1991.
The Plain Dealer, Cleveland’s daily
newspaper,
honored
Pointer with the “Making
A Difference” Award in
1995. She was given the
Greater Cleveland YWCA’s Women of Achievement Award in 1996. In
July 2000, Pointer was
a recipient and speaker
at the annual Essence
Award. She is the cofounder of P.A.C.K (
Parents Against Child
Killing), the founder of
Positive Plus Women’s
Support Group which
is funded by the United
Black Fund of Greater
Cleveland Inc., an active member of P.O.M.C.
(Parents of Murdered
Children), and a mentor in the Cleveland City
Schools.

It’s On Us, a national nonprofit organization with the mission to
combat college sexual assault by engaging young
men and changing campus culture, announced
that it will host the firstever National Student
Leadership Summit to
Combat Campus Sexual
Assault at Ohio University August 2-5.
OHIO
was
chosen from dozens of
potential campuses nationwide to serve as the
inaugural host campus.
“It’s On Us is
proud to partner with
Ohio University to hold
the first-ever National
Student Leadership Summit to Combat Campus
Sexual Assault,” said
Tracey Vitchers, executive director of It’s On
Us. “I am grateful for

the leadership Ohio University has shown in the
fight to prevent campus
sexual assault and support survivors. I am also
thrilled to be bringing the
Summit to a campus with
one of our most active
It’s On Us student chapters.”
The event will
bring together hundreds
of the nation’s top student organizers for an
intensive weekend of
trainings, workshops,
keynotes and plenaries.
It’s On Us will
also roll out three new
peer-led
educational
programs focused on
bystander intervention,
sexual assault awareness,
and survivor support, and
launch groundbreaking
creative content.
It’s On Us was
founded in 2014 as a

White House initiative
to change the culture of
campus sexual assault.
Over the last
four and a half years, It’s
On Us has grown into the
largest student organizing program of its kind
to empower young men
to see themselves as part
of the solution to college
sexual assault, and teach
peer-to-peer sexual assault prevention education.
“It’s on all of us
to prevent sexual assault
from happening, not only
on OHIO’s campus, but
campuses nationwide,”
said OHIO President M.
Duane Nellis. “We are
proud that It’s On Us has
chosen to partner with
Ohio University. We’ve
worked intentionally to
provide programming

and resources to students, who have been affected by sexual assault. I
look forward to learning
from and collaborating
with the organization to
see what more we can do
to end sexual violence on
our campuses.”
More information about event schedules and registration will
become available in the
months leading up to the
event.
Contact: Carly
Leatherwood,
senior
director of communications services, at 740597-1940 or leatherc@
ohio.edu.
Visit OHIO’s
official media page for
the latest University
news and updates, or
follow us on Twitter @
ohioumedia.

Cuyahoga
County has partnered
with Plug and Play
Cleveland and the
Healthcare Information
and Management Systems Society (HIMSS)
to host FastForward
Cuyahoga, a half-day
event that brings together innovators in both the
public and private sectors to help drive innovation in government.
The goal of the
event is for attendees to
identify new ways they
can work together to
solve community challenges. Attendees can
save time and effort by
learning what has and
hasn’t worked for governments when they
partner with the private
sector and what startups
frequently look for when
partnering with government entities. Also discussed will be programs
currently in place in
Cuyahoga County and
Ohio.
Lieutenant
Governor John Husted
and Cuyahoga County
Executive Armond Budish will discuss innovation and opportunities
for growth in Ohio and
Cuyahoga County. Also
featured at the event will
be a panel of civic leaders who have worked in

Columbus, Pittsburgh,
Detroit, South Bend and
Chicago to discuss how
they’ve
collaborated
with the private sector to
solve community challenges. A second panel
will include startups that
have worked with government to solve issues
including road improvement, food insecurity,
procurement and conducting pilot projects,
and the use of blockchain.
“We are looking for new ways to
improve government efficiencies and services,
and new avenues to solve
community challenges,”
said Cuyahoga County
Executive Armond Budish. “Our first FastForward Cuyahoga event is
a great way for both innovators and community
members to make a real
difference for our residents.”
The
event
is open to the public
and will be held at the
HIMSS Innovation &
Conference Center at the
Global Center for Health
Innovation, 1 St. Clair
Ave. NE, Cleveland,
44114. Registration will
be open until the event
begins at 2:00 p.m.
“In
government we work on the

big, sticky problems
without straightforward
answers,” said Chief
Innovation and Performance Officer, Catherine
Tkachyk. “It is imperative that governments
continue to get better at
how we provide services
and how we face challenges. Events like FastForward Cuyahoga allow
us to learn from others and be open to new
ideas.”
The
CivicMinded Startups Panel
will include:
Randy Cole,
EVP & Chief Strategy
Officer, Ownum
Mark DeSantis,
CEO & Founder, RoadBotics
Abby
Westbrook, Chief Strategy Officer, 412 Food Rescue
Arik Bronshtein, CEO & Co-Founder, UrbanLeap
The Innovative
Civic Leaders Panel will
include:
Lee Haller, Vice
President of Operations
at JetPack Workflow and
Former Director of the
City of Pittsburgh’s Innovation & Performance
Department
Denise
Linn
Riedl, Chief Innovation
Officer, City of South
Bend

Mark Patton,
VP of SMART Columbus
Warren Flood,
Corporate Affairs Manager—Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Microsoft Cities Team
Dr. Michael Petersen, Clinical Health
Innovation Lead, Accenture
The FastForward Cuyahoga Event
Agenda:
2:00 p.m.-2:30
p.m.: Arrival and Registration
2:30 p.m.-2:35
p.m.: Armond Budish,
Cuyahoga County Executive

‘It’s On Us’ to hold a student leadership summit

Event for innovators to be held

2:30 p.m.-3:00
p.m.: STiR Startup in
Residence
3:00
p.m.3:15 p.m.: Cuyahoga
County
Innovation
Programs
4:00 p.m.-4:10
p.m.: Break
4:10 p.m.-4:15
p.m.: HIMSS Battle
for Our Babies
4:15 p.m.-5:00
p.m.: Govtech/Smart
Cities Startup Panel
5:00
p.m.5:30 p.m.: Jon Husted,
Lieutenant Governor
of
Ohio—Innovate
Ohio
5:30 p.m.-7:00
p.m.: Networking
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Patton Oswalt coming to State Theatre
How Emmy &
Grammy-winning comedian-actor PATTON
OSWALT makes time
to tour with his stand-up
act is a mystery considering he currently stars
in no less than four TV
series this year:he narrates The Goldbergs
sitcom (2013–present)
as the adult Adam F.
Goldberg; stars in the
2017 revival of Mystery
Science Theater 3000
(2017–present), voices
the title character in
Happy! (2017–present)
and plays Principal
Ralph Durbin on the
NBC series A.P. Bio
(2018–present).
Yet Patton IS
touring, and IS--for
the first time--coming
to Playhouse Square’s
KeyBank State Theatre Sat., July 13 at 8
pm. (Tickets go on sale
Fri., April 26 at 11 am
at playhousesquare.org;
216-241-6000 and the
Ticket Office. Prices
will be: $65, $45 &
$35.)
A comedian,
actor, and writer, Patton Oswalt continues to
find success in all areas
of entertainment. From
his
award-winning
comedy specials to his
many memorable film
roles and guest appearances on his favorite
TV shows (including
Parks and Recreation,

for which he received
a TV Critics Choice
Award), Oswalt continues to choose work that
inspires him and entertains audiences.
This past October, Oswalt released
his special Annihilation
on Netflix to critical acclaim as he addressed
his own devastating loss
and dealing with the unexplainable, while making it all painfully funny.
Last year, he won the
Emmy for “Outstanding
Writing for a Variety
Special” for his sixth
comedy special Talking
for Clapping (Netflix)
and Grammy Award for
his comedy album of
the same name.
Patton plays
series regular Principal
Durbin on NBC’s midseason series AP Bio
opposite Glenn Howerton, which premiered
in February 2018. He
was also on the Netflix
show Lady Dynamite
starring fellow comedian Maria Bamford,
on HBO’s Veep, and
was recently on the big
screen in the film adaptation of Dave Eggers’
novel The Circle alongside Tom Hanks and
Emma Watson.
Starring opposite Charlize Theron,
Oswalt was nominated
for a Critics Choice
Award for his perfor-

the rat in Pixar’s Oscarwinning Ratatouille and
has voiced characters
on TV shows such as
Archer, BoJack Horseman, The Simpsons,
Bob’s Burgers, Aqua
Teen Hunger Force, and
Word Girl. He voices
the lead character Happy on SyFy’s Happy,
which premiered in December 2017. He is also
the narrator on ABC’s
hit comedy The Goldbergs.
On TV, Oswalt had a starring role
Oswalt
on Adult Swim’s The
mance in Jason Re- Heart, She Holler, was a
itman’s film Young
Adult. In 2009, he also
received critical acclaim
for his performance
TCG
Enin Robert Siegel’s Big
tertainment
and
EnFan; the film was nomiNorth
nated for an Indepen- demolShine
dent Spirit Award and America are thrilled to
Oswalt earned a Go- announce the hit culitham Award nomination nary competition Masfor his performance.
terChef Junior is deOswalt has ap- buting its first live tour
peared in many films,
this fall and coming to
including The Secret
Life of Walter Mitty KeyBank State Theatre
with Ben Stiller, Steven on October 5..
Tickets go on
Soderbergh’s The Informant!, Observe and sale this Friday, April
Report alongside Seth
Rogen, Paul Thomas
Anderson’s Magnolia,
as well as Zoolander,
A tie may
Starsky and Hutch, make the man, but first
and Reno 911!: Miami, the man has to know
among many others.
how to tie the tie.
He also providJowan Smith,
ed the voice for Remy a post-secondary edu-
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ries, and a long running
tour. He tours regularly
and extensively, headlining in the United
States, Canada, and the
UK. Oswalt also has
a regular, bi-monthly
show at the new Largo
at the Coronet Theater
in Los Angeles.
Both of his
published books Zombie Spaceship Wasteland (2011) and Silver
Screen Fiend (2015)
are New York Times
Best Sellers.

sons. He was also a
regular contributor to
Countdown with Keith
Olbermann, Real Time
with Bill Maher, and
Lewis Black’s Root of
All Evil.
As a comedian, Oswalt has shot
seven TV specials and
released five critically
acclaimed albums, including his Grammywinning Talking for
Clapping (for which the
one-hour special of the
same name earned him
an Emmy) and Grammy-nominated Tragedy
Plus Comedy Equals

26 at 10 a.m. Tickets
start at $29 and can
be purchased at MasterChefJuniorLive.
com or playhousesquare.org.
MasterChef
Junior Live! brings
the hit TV show MasterChef Junior directly
to you LIVE!
Featuring
head-to-head cooking

competitions with past
MasterChef Junior allstars and fan favorites,
Q&A sessions, and an
overall immersive audience experience fun
for all ages.
Come be a
part of MasterChef
Junior Live. It’s an experience for the whole
family and is a recipe
MasterChef Junior is debuting its live tour this
guaranteed for a good
fall
and
coming
to KeyBank State Theatre on October 5..
time!

MasterChef Junior comes to State Theatre

Students receive ties and learn to tie a tie

cation consultant and
founder of the nonprofit
Getting Our Babies to
College 101, brought
that message to 85 male
students at the Cleveland School of Science
and Medicine on Tuesday, April 16.
The advice extended
to developing
Robert Whitsett assists a CMSD student in learnnameCoraedet; inum
14122 Miles Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio 44128 eye contact, delivering ing to tie a tie through a program ‘Getting Our Babies To
a strong handshake and College.’
216-727-8108
finding mentors.
to 21, emphasizes the CSSM students reSmith’s 1,000 importance of making a ceived two ties they
More Than 75 Affordable Cars To Chose From Ties initiative, geared good impression.
were allowed to pick
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 - Friday, January 19, 2018 to young men ages 6
Each of the from a collection of

Buy Here Pay Here - In House Financing Available

Time, which debuted in
2014.
Finest Hour
also received a Grammy
nomination for “Best
Comedy Album,” as
well as a Showtime onehour special of the same
name.
In 2009, Patton
received his first Grammy nomination for his
album My Weakness Is
Strong (Warner Brothers Records).
Oswalt starred
in The Comedians of
Comedy, which was
shot as an independent
feature film, a TV se-

series regular on Showtime’s United States of
Tara, recurred on the
SyFy series Caprica,
and has had many guest
roles on Veep, Agents
of S.H.I.E.L.D., Parks
and Recreation, Justified, Two and a Half
Men, Portlandia, Bored
to Death, Flight of the
Conchords, The Sarah
Silverman
Program,
Tim and Eric’s Awesome Show, and Seinfeld, among others.
He is also very
well known for playing
Spence on The King of
Queens for nine sea-

Ohio dealing with opioid crisis
Ohio is among
four states taking part
in an ambitious effort to
stem the tide of the opioid crisis.
The state is receiving nearly $70 million in federal funding
for The HEALing Communities Study aimed at
reducing overdose deaths
by 40 percent over three
years.
A coalition of
universities, led by Ohio
State and the University
of Cincinnati, will focus
on 19 counties hit hardest
by the epidemic.
Lead investigator Dr. Rebecca Jackson,
director of Ohio State’s
Center for Clinical and
Translational Science and
associate dean for clinical research in the College of Medicine, says
it’s a unique, all-handson-deck opportunity that
will connect the efforts
of criminal justice, medical providers, behavioral
health systems, faithbased organizations and
other community-level
stakeholders.
The National
Institutes of Health also
chose Kentucky, Massachusetts and New York
for the study.
Jackson says
the study will examine
naloxone distribution to
reduce opioid overdose
deaths, and test other evidence-based prevention,

treatment and recovery
interventions.
The 19 participating Ohio counties run
the gamut in terms of location and size, and Jackson says they will serve
as a microcosm for the
United States.
Prescription
opioid overdose deaths
were at an eight-year

low in Ohio in 2017,
which state leaders attribute to stricter prescription guidelines, stronger
drug monitoring, and increased enforcement efforts. However, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention still ranks
Ohio second nationally
for drug-overdose mortality.

donated neckwear that
has grown well beyond
1,000 pieces. With the
help of volunteers,
they also learned or improved their ability to
tie a tie, a skill Smith
told them, “You’ll be
able to use for a lifetime.”
The first 1,000
Ties event was held in
February at CMSD’s
East Professional Center. Schools have since
invited Smith to talk to
students at the buildings. Wade Park PreK8 School will welcome
her on April 23.
Many of the
students said they already knew how to tie
a tie, but the program
helped them sharpen
their technique or learn
different types of knots.
Among those
with experience was Javantay, a junior who aspires to become a doctor or lawyer. He said
he wears ties to school
about three times a
week as “a point of

pride.”

“I feel like I
look better when I wear
a tie,” he said. “It helps
an outfit stand out.”
Juan, a freshman, has
had an uncle tie his tie
on special occasions.
He was eager to try his
hand at it Tuesday and
succeeded in under a
minute.
“It’s a vital skill in life,”
he said afterward.
Robert Whitsett, who
sells luxury bowties,
was among Smith’s
helpers.
He goes by the
nickname “Mr. Wayne”
because as a child he
reminded adults of the
fictional Bruce Wayne,
Batman’s dapper alter
ego.
Whitsett told
the students that ties
show character. He had
them repeat after him
several times: “Look
the part. Be the part.
Raise the standards.”
“It sets the tone
around you,” he said.
“It sets a mindset.”
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UFOs and sonic booms rattle residents in Slavic Village
Some residents
living in Cleveland’s
Slavic Village neighborhood are reporting and
recording unexplained
booms and flashes of

light in the nighttime
sky at all hours of the
evening.
Some of the
light flashes and explosions have been record-

ed by home outdoor security cameras and are
being posted on YouTube.
In
recent
weeks, the phenomenon

has left residents guessing and speculating.
Community
activist Edward McDonald said the sonic
booms are shaking both

homes and the nerves of
homeowners in the area
of Fleet Avenue.
“What
I’ve
heard is like a loud
bang, like a boom,” Mc-

regarding the command,” Davis said.
“Then I found out he
was from Willoughby
and we talked about
where I went to high
school and the neighborhood. He made me
feel welcome and part
of the command team.”
While Rick
has a busy schedule,
he makes every effort
to get to know his staff.
“Being that my parents were both school
teachers, they were my
role models, instilling
in me to have a sincere
interest in people while
encouraging and helping them to achieve
their goals,” said Rick.
According
to Berry, a Cornerstone Christian Academy Graduate, it was
a great opportunity to
meet with Capt. Rick.
“He was really
interested in my career
and shared stepping
stones on the best way
to earn my college degree,” Berry said. “He
also told me I could
achieve anything that I
put my mind to. At my
last command, I didn’t
have a one-on-one
with my CO.”
“Additionally, TSC holds staff
indoctrinations where
new team members
have an opportunity
to meet personnel at
other sites, get to know
more about the command and our mission,
functions, goals and

most importantly our
customers,” Rick said.
“Before I left high
school, someone once
told me, when you
meet new people to always remember details
about them, so that
when you see them
again you have something to talk about and
the other person notices how engaged you
are.”
Rick has put
this advice to good use
during his career in the
Navy. Since he works
with people, he feels
you have to invest your
time in them and when
you get to know them
you make connections
based on their talents,
interests, and where
they are from. Each
person brings diversity
to any organization.
“Even though
there is a generational
gap between us, it can
surely be a small world
when an institution
as large as the Navy
coincidentally brings
three people from a
small suburb of Cleveland together at one
command in Virginia
Beach,” Rick said.
“That has never happened to me in my 25year career.”

Three sailors share hometown ties

In 2017 when
Willoughby, Ohio, native Capt. Matthew
Rick took command of
Training Support Center Hampton Roads
(TSCHR), one of the
first things on his agenda was to meet his 200
staff members.
For
some
commands new employee meet and greets
with the big boss have
become a thing of the
past, but for Rick it’s
a priority to know his
staff no matter how junior. Each staff member is given a questionnaire on their previous
duty stations, hometown, career goals,
family, education, hobbies, prior to meeting
with their Commanding Officer (CO).
During two of
the interviews, Rick
recently found out that
two of his staff members, Operations Specialist Seaman Amare
Davis and Information
Systems Technician
Seaman Ariana Berry,
were both from Willoughby.
What makes
Davis and Berry so
interesting to Rick, is
they both reported to
TSCHR within weeks
of each other and they
did not know each other and of course he did
not know them. Davis
even graduated from
the same high school
as Rick – Willoughby
South High School.
“It is pretty

Willoughby, Ohio, natives (left to right): Seaman Amare Davis, Capt. Matthew Rick and Seaman Ariana Berry who are all serving their country at the Training Support Center Hampton Roads (TSCHR).

amazing the three of
us are serving together
considering Willoughby only has a population of 22,000 and the
Navy has over 330,000
current active duty
sailors,” Rick said.
TSCHR located in Virginia Beach,
Virginia,
provides
centralized
student
management (Housing, Administration,
Legal support and discipline, Career Counseling, Education and
Pastoral/Counseling
Support) and Learning
infrastructure support
(Business Services,
Supply Support, Facilities Management,
Safety and Emergency
Management, Computer Network and
Cyber Security Management, Classroom
Peripheral Equipment
and Furniture Maintenance and Management) to learning cen-

ters and sites in the
Hampton Roads area
of responsibility, as
well as direct support
to the Fleet through
an aggressive liaison
service between Fleet
Training Officers and
learning centers/sites
schedulers.
S i n c e
TSCHR’s
geography is so spread out,
Rick feels it’s necessary to put names with
faces. TSCHR operates across five major
installations with an
area of responsibility
of 400 square miles,
88 training facilities,
2.2 million square feet
of training space, 22
Learning Centers and
seven Learning Sites.
“When I met
with Capt. Rick, I
found him to be very
personable, he had a
genuine interest in my
career and answered
any questions I had

Donald said. “It shakes
houses, it rattles windows. It hasn’t caused
any destruction yet, or
it hasn’t caused any
property damage, but
it’s definitely noticeable.”
Homeowners
recording the unexplained disturbance
have posted videos
showing a big flash of
light, and then seconds
later, a sonic boom.
Cleveland
Councilman
Tony
Brancatelli pledged to
look into the on-going
mystery.
Meanwhile,
McDonald is hoping
the origin of the blasts
is discovered soon before they cause some
real issues.
“Absolutely,
I think if it’s not controlled,” McDonald
said. “We all know the

powers of concussions,
or concussion booms,
and I really think that
the vibration could
cause some damage at
some point.”
In the meantime, popular conspiracy theorist Tyler
Glockner who runs
the YouTube channel
‘Secureteam10’ has
claimed that these unexplained booms have
something to do with
extraterrestrial aliens.
In a recent video uploaded to YouTube,
Glockner revealed that
these mystery booms
are literally pulling
residents to a state of
panic.
After watching the video, viewers of ‘Secureteam10’
speculated that the
elites are apparently
building underground
cities to protect themselves during the time
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Power plant bailout disguised as clean air bill

Republican
state lawmakers are
working to move a
controversial cleanenergy bill quickly
through the Ohio
Legislature.
House Bill
6 would create the
Ohio Clean Air Program, which would
offer incentives to
build and maintain
power-generating
facilities with zeroor reduced carbon
emissions.
A co-sponsor,
Rep. Shane Wilkin,
R-Hillsboro, said
current mandates to
pay for clean-energy
and energy-efficiency programs would
become optional,
saving customers
money.
“As things
ebb and flow, and
costs rise and lower
for different forms of
electric and generation,” he said, “it’s
going to give us a
balance here in Ohio
that’s going to set us
apart.”
Customers
would pay an extra
$2.50 a month for
the new program,
but Trish Demeter,

House Bill 6 would create the Ohio Clean Air
Program, which would offer incentives to build and maintain power-generating facilities with zero- or reduced
carbon emissions. Republican state lawmakers are working to move a controversial clean-energy bill quickly
through the Ohio Legislature.

chief of staff for the
Ohio Environmental Council Action
Fund, argued that it’s
a bailout for FirstEnergy Solutions’ two
unprofitable nuclear
plants in northern
Ohio.
“Maybe
those plants do bring
some environmental
value, but we could
create so many more
jobs if we were to
retain Ohio’s efficiency and renewable standard,” she
said, “so the devil is
in the details. We are
highly speculative.”

The
two
plants could qualify
for nearly half of the
300-million dollars
expected to be generated annually by the
new surcharges. The
bill was introduced
Friday; a House subcommittee hears testimony today.
Demeter contended that the bill
jeopardizes the benefits of renewables
and energy-efficiency standards, as well
as nearly 112,000
clean-energy jobs.
“These are
standards that are

delivering utilitybill savings to customers, to the tune
of $4.5 billion over
the last decade,” she
said, “and have resulted in the creation
of new jobs across
the state.”
Supporters
want House Bill 6
passed by the end
of June, but Demeter cautioned against
swift action.
“We urge the
sponsors and committee members to
take this issue slowly,” she said, “and
really do a full assessment of what the
potential impacts of
this bill could be - to
our health, to jobs,
and to the economy.”
FirstEnergy
Solutions, which had
announced it would
close the two nuclear plants by 2021,
praised the bill’s
sponsors.
While denying the program
is a bailout, House
Speaker
Larry
Householder,
RGlenford, told reporters that lawmakers should help save
the plants.

of an apocalypse.
“Those Sonic
booms are from the
underground and they
are the construction of
underground metropolis for the very elite.
Believe or not.,” commented Mandara445, a
YouTube user.
Another
YouTuber
revealed that these
booms and flashes are
signs of alien activities. These people even
allege that the government is intentionally covering up truths
about extraterrestrials
fearing public panic.
“UFO
researches have been
saying that for a long
time along with government
witnesses.
Our
Government
knows the truth but
is hiding it from us,”
commented masskilla469.
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