SPORTS
Jeff Rodriguez Will Start
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Memare Crawford is a two
year old whose favorite food is mac
and cheese and she likes to drink lots
of milk. Her mother, Makia Crawford and her father Bobby Foster said
her favorite toys are cars. She is the
granddaughter of Denise Harris.
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Kamala Harris cancels Cleveland stop

The 2019 Spiritual Enrichment Breakfast will be held at Liberty
Hill Baptist Church Banquet Hall, 8206 Euclid Ave., on Saturday, May 4th
at 9:00 a.m. The Stokes family will honor the great legacy and leadership displayed by Walter Beach III. His activist history stood shoulder to
shoulder with both Carl and Louis Stokes working on behalf of the city of
Cleveland. Beach serves as the Director of the North Eastern Division of
Amer-I-Can Foundation for Social Change, founded by Hall of Famer Jim
Brown. Former Cleveland Browns Hall of Fame running back Jim Brown
presides over a meeting of top African-American athletes on June 4, 1967,
to show support for boxer Muhammad Ali’s refusal to fight in Vietnam.
Those present are: (front row) Bill Russell, Muhammad Ali, Jim Brown,
Lew Alcindor; (back row) Carl Stokes, Walter Beach, Bobby Mitchell, Sid
Williams, Curtis McClinton, Willie Davis, Jim Shorter, and John Wooten.
Ali’s decision to refuse the draft caused a major upheaval — retraction of
his boxing title and suspension of his boxing license were among some of
the penalties. Recognizing the political impact of Ali’s decision, Brown and
John Wooten assembled the top black athletes in the country — including
Bill Russell, Lew Alcindor (aka Kareem Abdul-Jabbar) — to band together
and provide a united perspective on Ali’s actions. This became known as
“The Ali Summit.”But only two weeks after “The Ali Summit” — Ali was
banned from boxing for three years, convicted of draft evasion, sentenced
to five years in prison, and fined $10,000. In 1971, Ali’s case was appealed
and the Supreme Court overturned his conviction for refusing to enter the
Army. He ultimately did not have to serve time in prison and regained his
heavyweight title in 1974.

Gasoline prices on the rise
Most motorists in
the Great Lakes and Central states are paying more
to fill up at the pump. Winter weather is one reason
for the region’s fluctuating
gas prices, as frigid weather has caused unplanned
maintenance at a handful
of refineries.
These disruptions
negatively impacted utilization rate and limited
supply growth. On the
week, stocks built by only
350,000 barrels, per the
latest Energy Information
Administration (EIA) data
published.
However, at 61.8
million barrels, regional
gasoline stocks sit at their
highest level in a year. On
the week, the national gas
price average is two cents
more expensive, landing at
$2.28. At the start of the
workweek, nearly half of
all state averages also saw
jumps – some at or more
than a dime increase.
Frigid temperatures across much of the
country have contributed
toward a half a million barrel per day drop in demand

to measure at 9 million
barrels – a level consistent
with a year ago according
to the EIA. At the same
time, gasoline stocks saw
a nominal 513,000-barrel
increase for a total of 257.8
million barrels. While demand is mostly flat yearover-year, total stocks sit at
a 124-million-barrel surplus.
Crude oil has remained relatively cheap
since the beginning of the
year, moving between $51$55 per barrel. At the close
of Friday’s formal trading
session on the NYMEX,
WTI increased eight cents
to settle at $52.72. Oil
prices were volatile last
week, following the release of new data from the
EIA showing that at the
end of the previous week,
total domestic crude oil
inventories rose less than
expected – a build of only
1.3 million barrels to total
447.2 million.
Motorists can find
current gas prices nationwide, statewide, and
countywide at GasPrices.

The American Federation of State, County and Municipal
Employees is targeting County Executive Armond Budish and County
Councilwoman Shontel Brown who
is also the county party chairwoman
with a protest of the April 28 dinner
at the Hilton Downtown.
A spokeswoman for Kamala
Don’t Forget To Turn
Harris’ planned appearance said
Yourthat
Clock Forward
her visit is in jeopardy.
According to her spokeswoman, Harris, a California senator
who is running for president, would
not cross a union protest line, and released the following statement:
“Kamala Harris is a longstanding friend of labor and if there
is a dispute that leads to a picket line,
she will not cross it.”
Harris
The scuffle between the it preserve those jobs’ union staunion and the party centers on Brown tus.
and Budish’s vote to transfer the
The nurses currently
three county jails’ health services to working in the jail would be alMetroHealth.
lowed to reapply for their posiThe deal, which the County tions with MetroHealth without
Council passed April 9, did not guar- union representation.
antee that nurses currently working
AFSCME, which repat the three county jails would keep resents some of the nurses at the
their jobs when the positions are jail released a statement:
transferred to MetroHealth. Nor did
“To keep these nurses

Former East Tech basketball player killed
Lavar Briggs Jr., 19, a former basketball player and honor roll
student at East Tech High School
died late Tuesday, three days after being shot in the head during a shootout
outside The Drink bar on East 131st
Street and Crennel Avenue.
Briggs died at University
Hospitals, according to the Cuyahoga
County Medical Examiner. He had
been on life-support at the hospital
since the shootout happened about
11:30 p.m. on Saturday.
Lavonte Sears, 19, is
charged with murder and felonious
assault in connection with the shooting that also wounded a 17-year-old
boy.
Sears is being held in the
Cuyahoga County Jail on $1 million bond after his first court player
killedappearance on Tuesday.
Several witnesses were
hesitant to give police information
on the shooting, but some told police

they were hit by an SUV that
kept driving.Not long after, the
witnesses said they heard a barrage of rapid-fire gun shots.
Officers found Briggs
in the front seat of a Honda Pilot with a gunshot wound to the
head. He was holding a loaded
handgun in his right hand, and
another gun was found on the
floor on the front passenger side.
Bullets ripped through a nearby
home but no one was injured.The
brother of the injured 17-yearold drove him to University
Hospitals Rainbow Babies and
Children’s Hospital.
According to the report, the boy’s brother told police he got a call from his brother, picked him up and drove him
to the hospital. The teen was
shot in the right foot and was in
stable condition.

on the job, we have tried to work
with the County Council, the
county executive and the chairwoman of the Cuyahoga County
Democratic Party. We have asked
them not to fire these nurses, and
we have asked Democrats to support labor because these nurses
and labor have supported them.”
Joe Weidner, an AFSCME spokesman, said they were
expecting support from others
in the labor community, with as
many as 100 people protesting
the dinner.
Council supported the
move as both a cost-saving measure and because they believe an
outside firm would better manage
health care at the facility. They
made the decision following criticism about the quality of care in
the jails, including eight inmate
deaths in 2018.
The dispute is the latest
example of intraparty fighting
in the county party at easily the
highest profile event of the year.
Harris has not official-

ly dropped out as the featured
speaker. But as one of the top
contenders for the Democratic
presidential nomination, crossing a union picket line would
likely be borderline political suicide in the primary.
A resolution to the row
between the union and the party
seems unlikely. Amending the
deal within that timeframe is
next to impossible. MetroHealth
already has the deal with zero incentive to change the terms.
Harris skipping the
dinner would be a monumental
blow to the county party. Harris is a serious contender and
the Cuyahoga Democrats – still
trying to rebuild following corruption scandals 10 years ago –
landing her first presidential visit
to the state did not go unnoticed
in political circles.
Regardless of whether
Harris attends the county party
dinner, she will still visit Cleveland.

Last Sunday about 9:00 p.m.a car accident on Chagrin Blvd. at Glecairn Road tied up traffic for almost an hour. According to the police report, a
white Ford Focus traveling on Glencairn Road failed to stop at the stop sign,
and hit a car traveling on Chagrin Blvd which subsequently, hit a third car traveling on Chagrin Blvd. Several passangers were taken to the hospital.None of
the injuries were life threatening.

Gasoline prices increase in area

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline
This Week
Last Week
Last Year
National

(04-19-19)
(04-12-19)
(04-18-18)
(04-19-19)

Regular
$2.16
$2.01
$2.66
$2.43

Renard Safo, center, the trainer of Donte Benjamin and Delante
Johnson, congratulates his boxers on recently winning Gold Medals. Benjamin,
an 11th grader at Shaker Heights High School, won a Gold Medal in the 178
pounds division Emiltechev Tournament in Botezdrad, Bulgaria. Benjamin has
more than 100 bouts since he has been boxing at eight years old. Benjamin
will compete in the Youth National Tournament in Wisconsin in June.Johnson
won a Gold Medal in the Pan American Qualifier Tournament in Nicaragua to
advance to the Pan Am Games in July. He has been boxing since he was eight
years old with more than 100 fights. Photo (l to r): Benjamin, Prentice Brewer,
Safo, Bart Simmons, and Johnson. See other photos on page 4.(ESDN photo by
Terry Gallagher)

Fizzes, finances and facials are offered outside Dewey’s Cafe at
13201 Shaker Square on Saturday mornings, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Carmen L
Reese Life Insurance Broker, right, advises on financial issues, while Pamela
Fletcher, a Mary Kay Consultant, offers a relaxing facial.
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Women of Vision Scholarship program held

National Coalition of 100 Black Women Greater Cleveland
Chapter: 1st Row (L-R) Margaret R. Barron, Marcella Boyd Cox, Rhonda
McLean, President Elizabeth Jones, Shalonda Lewis, Sherdina Williams,
Lillian Sherrod. 2nd Row (L-R) Linda Frazier, Tresa Rice, Barbara Bradley
Blamo, M. Sandra Truett, Denine Goolsby, Celestine Ilori-Nelson, Marian
Wallace, Dionne Jones, Donna Moore-Ramsey, Barbara Barron, Doris Hunt,
Susie Rice, Andrea Porter, Delanie West and Elaine Dansby.

The National Coalition of 100
Black Women, Inc.
(NC100BW) Greater
Cleveland Chapter recently hosted its 28th
Women of Vision
Scholarship Reception
at the at the Doubletree
by Hilton in Beachwood. The event honored
humanitarian,
philanthropist, author,
evangelist and speaker
Dr. Yvonne Pointer for
her professional and
civic achievements.
The afternoon
salute to Dr. Pointer included and an intimate
conversation about her
work as an international
advocate for women
and children with renowned journalist Eleanor Hayes; a cocktail
reception; dancing with
music provided by LoKey DJ; vendors; and a

silent auction.
The event also
included the presentation of organization’s
2019
scholarships
awarded to outstanding
college bound seniors
who have demonstrated
academic excellence
and service to the Greater Cleveland community.
This year scholarships were awarded to
Rhatia Hopkins from
Willoughby South High
School; Naomi Jackson
from Berea-Midpark
High School; Jenesis
Rankins from Nordonia
High School; and Amari Sledge from Maple
Heights High School.
Additionally,
Chantal Brown from
Shaw High School was
the first recipient of the
Raymon Pointer Scholarship presented at the

Reception attendees at the National Coalition of 100
Black Women, Inc. (NC100BW) Greater Cleveland Chapter recently hosted its 28th Women of Vision Scholarship
Reception at the Doubletree by Hilton in Beachwood. The
event honored humanitarian, philanthropist, author, evangelist and speaker Dr. Yvonne Pointer.

reception by the family
of Dr. Pointer.
At the request of Dr. Pointer,
NC100BW
Greater
Cleveland Chapter presented a donation to
the Gloria Pointer Teen
Movement in Ghana,
West Africa in place of
her award. All proceeds
from the reception will
support the organization’s 2019 scholarship
fund and advocacy programs.
Event sponsors
for the 28th Woman
of Vision Scholarship
Reception include the
Cleveland Cavaliers,
Cleveland Water Department, First Energy,
RPM, Third Federal and
WKYC Channel 3.
For more information on NC100BW
Greater
Cleveland
Chapter and its schol-

arships or advocacy
programs, please visit
www.nc100bwgc.org.

(216) 417-0904

NC100BWGC President Elizabeth A. Jones, scholarship recipient Amari
Sledge and scholarship recipient Rhatia Hopkins. Not pictured scholarship

Woman of Vision Co-Chair Marcella Boyd
Cox, 2019 Woman of Vision honoree Yvonne Pointer and
NC100BWGC President Elizabeth A. Jones

Florence Crittenden is still remembered
When Karen
Wilson lost her beloved
daughter, Florence Zenobia Crittenden, to
complications arising
from her battle with Juvenile Diabetes, Wilson
became a team captain
for the Juvenile Diabe-

tes Research Fondation
(JDRF) fundraising.
Crittenden died
in 2001, and every year
on the anniversary of
her death, Wilson gears
up for another year of
fundraising.
Wilson
has
helped raise thousands

came immersed in the
Chicago Black Renaissance and developed
friendships with authors Richard Wright,
Langston Hughes, and
Ralph Ellison. He traveled throughout North
America, first working for two federal
agencies documenting
African American life
during the early days
of World War II, then
photographing the operations and impact of
Standard Oil Company
(New Jersey).
And in 1949
Parks became the first
African
American

Crittenden

of dollars for research
into a cure for Juvenile
Diabetes in her daughter’s name.
She has aquired
a list of individual and
corporate sponsors who
step to the plate every
year to contribute to
JDRF.

Wilson
has
been tireless in trying to
raise funds for finding a
cure for the disease that
claimed her only daughter.
Contribuation
can be made by calling 216- 491-4912 or at
jdrf.org.

staff photographer at
Life, one of the picture
magazines crafting a
new visual culture that
was influencing social
change in America.
Parks’s decision to become a photographer was imbued
from the start with a
clear purpose. “I saw
that the camera could
be a weapon against
poverty, against racism, against all kinds
of social wrongs,” he
wrote in 1999. “I knew
at that point I had to
have a camera.” Having personally experienced racism, poverty,

and discrimination, he
understood and empathized with the sufferers of inequities whose
stories he portrayed.
His most celebrated
image tells just such a
tale. Washington, D.C.
Government
charwoman portrays Ella
Watson, a black woman who worked at night
cleaning the offices of
the federal agency that
employed Parks as a
photographer.
He offers an
urban, African American counterpoint to
Grant Wood’s famous
painting of a fictional

American farm couple
exemplifying rural life
and values. Both portraits honor hard work,
but the rewards reaped
by the duo in Wood’s
painting would have
no doubt exceeded
those earned by Watson, who after 26 years
of cleaning government offices could advance no further because of her skin color.
Watson’s now iconic
portrait did not appear
in print until March
1948 when it was published in Ebony, a picture magazine founded
two years earlier and

Gordon Parks exhibit opened

Gordon Parks
was a renaissance
man: the director of
the Shaft detective
movies in the 1970s,
and as a composer,
author, winner of the
National Medal of Arts
and more than 50 honorary doctorates.
His
award
winning photography
has opned in a new exhibit at the Cleveland
Museum of Art.
Parks (19122006) was a leading
black cultural figure
who left a sizable
imprint on 20th cennameCoraedet; inum
14122 Miles Avenue - Cleveland, Ohio 44128 tury America with
his work. His accom216-727-8108
plishment rests on his
work as a photograMore Than 75 Affordable Cars To Chose From pher who mastered
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 - Friday, January 19, 2018
Buy Here Pay Here - In House Financing Available everything from street
smart photojournalism
Good Condition - Reliable Cars - Everyone Is Approved to fashion photography, celebrity portraits
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and corporate PR that
functions as trenchant
social commentary.
The throughline of the powerful
new exhibition at the
Cleveland Museum
of Art is that Parks’
astounding eye vaulted him to fame after
he grew up poor and
afraid of white racist terrorism in early20th-century Kansas.
In 1940 he
quit his railroad job to
become a professional
phaotographer, which
was the start of a pioneering 60-year career.
Great Service At A Great Location
Previously a musician
Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further... and composer, Parks
later became a renowned novelist and
filmmaker, but phoVisit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today
tography remained the
Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
core of his endeavors.
Gordon Parks: The
*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair
New Tide, Early Work
*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings
1940–1950 is the first
* We Sell All Lines Of Purses
exhibition to trace
* We Clean Timberland Boots
Parks’s evolution from
an accomplished, selftaught photographer to
an independent artistic
and journalistic voice.
What a heady
decade the 1940s was
for this young black
Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags,
man raised in poverty
purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!
in segregated Fort
Scott, Kansas. He beShoerepairsonline.com

16802 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120

Scholarship recipient Chantal Brown, scholarship recipient Jenesis Rankins,

While touring the Gordon Parks Photo Exhibit at the Cleveland

April Kenny and her son, Raymel Kenny, listen to tour guide Mi-

Museum of Art, Betsy Gates snaps a photo of Gordon Parks on display at the

chael J. Kaplan during his presentation on Gordon Parks exhibit of his photos

museum.

on display at the Cleveland Museum of Art.
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Islam In The Community
Alabama executes a Muslim and extinguishes religious rights

Editor’s Note: SpearIt is
the author of “American
Prisons: A Critical Primer
on Culture and Conversion
to Islam” and a professor of Law at Thurgood
Marshall School of Law at
Texas Southern University.
By SPEARIT
The execution on
February 7 of a Muslim on
Alabama’s death row raises a
number of legal and cultural
questions about the religious
rights of those condemned
to death. The case involved
Domineque Ray, who converted to Islam in prison after
being sentenced to death for

slaying a 15-year-old girl in
1995. His case drew national
attention because prison officials refused to allow his
spiritual adviser, an imam,
into the death chamber for
the execution itself. Ray was
given the choice—use the
prison’s Christian chaplain
or face execution alone.
When Ray realized
that the prison was not going to allow his adviser to
accompany him at death, he
petitioned the U.S. District
Court for the Middle District
of Alabama for a stay of
execution. The court denied
his request and upheld the
prison’s decision to refuse
his adviser into the execution

chamber, which Ray claimed
violated the Religious Land
Use and Institutionalized
Person Act and the Establishment Clause of the First
Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. Ray appealed
the District Court verdict to
the Eleventh Circuit Court
of Appeals, which granted a
stay on February 6 to resolve
Ray’s religious claims.
The next day, however, the Supreme Court of
the United States granted
a last-minute application
to allow the state to move
forward with Ray’s execution. This decision did not
speak to the merits of Ray’s
religious claims, but instead

A Look At My World

What it was, was a hummingbird
By JAMES L. SNYDER

Even as old as I am,
there are still things I fear. I
do not want to make a list,
I’m afraid to. When I have
conquered one fear, another
one knocks on the door and
introduces itself to me. Out
of respect, I fear that fear.
This is not true of
the Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage. As far as I know,
she fears nothing, but many
things and people fear her. I
am the president of that Fear
Group. She has a subtle way
of expressing her fear and
each day I am learning more
of that subtlety.
I am not sure why,
but most of her fear has to do
with what I am eating at the
time. She has some phobia
about apple fritters, especially me eating them.
One thing about her is that
she always faces her fear
head on. That was, until recently.
Last Tuesday I came
home from my office and entering the house I heard some
screaming, “Get away from
me. Don’t you dare come
near me. Leave right away.”
I was scared at first. I was
thinking these remarks were
directed in my direction.
I always fear the worst in every situation. My philosophy
is, if you fear the worse and
it doesn’t happen, it’s a good
day.
The turmoil going
on inside the house as I entered was very mysterious to
me. I never heard such loud
yelling in our home before.
My first thought was it was
directed to me, then my second thought was, there is an
intruder in our house. If that
was true about an intruder,
I felt sorry for him. Cross-

ing our doorway and coming
face-to-face with the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage would not be a good
thing for him. He would encounter the other side of her
graciousness.
I can only remember
one time when I encountered
that side of her. The details
are not necessary, the only
thing important is, I survived.
Now, I was wondering if this
intruder was going to survive. Very cautiously, I
crossed the living room to
where the noise was coming
from.
There she was,
standing in front of our glass
doors leading into the porch
area. My wife was standing there with a broom in
her hand, looking out and
screaming, “Get away from
here or I’m going to hurt
you.”
At this point, I did
not want to interrupt her. I
did not want that fear she was
experiencing directed in my
direction. So, I waited.
Finally, she whirled around,
saw me and said, “Come here
and help me.”
One fear I have yet
to overcome is stepping into
a situation I know nothing
about. This qualified as one
of those situations.
I stood there, staring at her not knowing what
to do or say. “Don’t just stand
there, come and help me.” I
took one step toward her and
she said, “There are bumblebees out on our porch. They
tried attacking me when I
was out there. I’m afraid of
bumblebees.”
I did not have a
notebook handy, but I wanted
to jot down a new “fear” that
she had. I had no idea that she
was afraid of bumblebees.

Want To Buy

Ali-Wepner
Boxing Poster
March 24, 1975
“Chance Of A Lifetime”

Muhammad Ali
vs.
Chuck Wepner
Illustrated Cardboard
Poster - 14” x 22”
Boxing Show Held At The Richfield
Coliseum (Richfield, Ohio)
Also Interested In Buying
The “On-Site” Boxing Program

Call: (330) 856-7047 Or
(216)721-1674

That information may come in
handy down the road and so I
tucked it into the back of my
noggin.
When it comes to
bumblebees and other kind of
stinging insects, I like to keep
my distance.
“I want you,” she
said as sternly as I have ever
heard her talk, “go out there
and get rid of all those bumblebees.”
I guess she is not
afraid of bumblebees stinging
me as much as stinging her.
Being the wonderful
gentleman husband that I am,
or try to be, I put on my big
pants and headed towards the
back porch to deal with those
bumblebees. Very carefully I
walked out to the porch and
stood there looking all around.
Hiding behind the curtain the
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage was watching.
Then, I broke out
into hilarious laughter. Giving
me one of her infamous quizzical looks, she said, “What
in the world are you laughing
about?”
I must admit that in
any situation, I always am on
the laughing side. Either somebody is laughing at me, or I am
laughing at someone else. This
time it was a little of both.
“There are no bumblebees out here,” I said between laughter.
“What was it then?”
I wanted to tell her, but I was
going to relish the moment as
long as I could. There is nothing quite like getting something over on your wife. It
rarely happens and so when it
does, I enjoy it.
I came into the house,
looked at her with a smile all
over my face and said, “What
it was, was a Hummingbird.” I
barely got it out before laughing uncontrollably.
Looking at me she
said, “A Hummingbird?”
“Yes, my dear, it was
a Hummingbird.”
Looking at me with a rather
dismal look she said, “Do
you suppose we ought to get a
hummingbird feeder?”
One of my favorite
Bible verses came to mind,
“Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am
thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand
of my righteousness” (Isaiah
41:10).
Fear is only an opportunity to
trust God unconditionally.
Rev. James
L. Snyder is pastor of the Family of God Fellowship, PO Box
831313 , Ocala , FL 34483 .
He lives with his wife, Martha , in Silver Springs Shores .
Call him at 1-866-552-2543 or
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net.
His web site is www.jamessnyderministries.com.

was a finding that Ray had
not met the relevant filing
deadline. A bare majority
of the court voted to let his
execution move forward—
such that the state would kill
Ray that very evening.
A four-member dissent, led by Justice Elena
Kagan, expressed dismay
since Ray acted within five
days of learning that the
prison refused to let his
adviser accompany him in
the death chamber. Justice
Kagan chastised the majority
for deciding the issue with
little briefing and no argument, “just so the State can
meet its preferred execution
date.”
Quoting Court
precedent, the dissent underscored the legal issue
surrounding Ray’s Establishment Clause claim and
argued that one religious
denomination cannot be officially preferred over another:
“But the State’s policy does
just that.
Under that policy,
a Christian prisoner may
have a minister of his own
faith accompany him into
the execution chamber to
say his last rites. But if an
inmate practices a different
religion—whether Islam,
Judaism, or any other–he
may not die with a minister
of his own faith by his side.”
Justice Kagan noted
that the state failed to show
how the prison’s policy is
narrowly tailored to serve
a compelling state interest.
She questioned pointedly
whether disallowing Ray’s
adviser would result in a security risk, and noted that the
State offered no evidence to
show that its prohibition on
outside advisers was necessary to achieve the prison’s
interest in security.
She asks, “Why
couldn’t Ray’s imam re-

ceive whatever training in
execution protocol the Christian Chaplain received? The
State has no answer. Why
wouldn’t it be sufficient for
the imam to pledge, under
penalty of contempt, that he
will not interfere with the
State’s ability to perform the
execution? The State doesn’t
say. … That is not enough
to support a denominational
preference.”
Of course, the Majority doesn’t argue against
these points since it ruled
only that Ray missed the
relevant deadline for seeking relief. What then, one
might wonder, was this ruling really about? As one lawyer with the Beckett Fund
for Religious Liberty has
claimed, the decision carried
with it no discrimination
toward Muslims since the
same conservative justices
had ruled in favor of religious liberty in other Muslim
cases. So, despite criticism
like a ThinkProgress article
that described the decision
as a “truly shocking attack
on Muslims,” such criticism
may miss the mark.
Since the Majority
decision itself is quite short,
it is hard to tell for sure what
is motivating the Justices.
The article above notes that
some commentators think
the decision has more to do
with the Court’s frustration
with anti-death penalty advocates who, in the view of
many Conservatives, bring
last-minute claims to try to
postpone executions.
Although this explanation might not be savory,
it suggests a non-discriminatory rationale to send a
message to death penalty
activists and advocates, a
warning against eleventhhour strategies to derail executions. More ominously,
the decision has been char-

acterized as the work of
a conservative majority,
who “will stop at nothing to
preserve the death penalty.”
From this perspective, the
decision has little to do with
the fact that he is Muslim at
all.
Given what we
know about the case, it may
be more prudent to think
that a little of both may be
going on. Without doubt, this
case may be about antipathy
toward last-minute antics
by lawyers and advocacy
groups, but it hardly means
there is no religious bias
guiding some in the judiciary. In fact, it is no stretch
to imagine how disdain for
such activists can hide disdain for Muslims. When this
case is boiled down to its essence, a conservative group
of Justices floundered on
the opportunity to denounce
religious discrimination and
uphold religious rights.
The Court instead
let an arguable, if not bogus,
timing issue reinforce a discriminatory prison policy;
at worst it outright ignores

Justice Kagan’s startling
contention that “Ray has put
forward a powerful claim
that his religious rights will
be violated at the moment
the State puts him to death.”
While it may be more accurate to say that his religious
rights were violated prior
to execution, the point is
clear—his religious claims
should have been adjudicated first because they might
have resulted in a different
outcome that bears directly
on the execution itself.
The Court’s decision, then, despite its innocuous grounding in procedure,
allowed Alabama to proceed
with a killing whose optics
suggest religious persecution more than protection of
religious liberty.
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Hazzard to be at boxing Hall of Fame
Larry Hazzard, former three-time Golden Glove
Champion, will be special guests at Induction Weekend at
the Boxing Hall of Fame, 1 Hall of Fame Drive, Canastota,
New York from June 6-9. This if the Hall of Fame’s 30th anniversary celebration. Hazzard was the chief boxing referee
in New Jersey when, in late 1985, he was appointed SACB
Commissioner by then-Governor Tom Kean. Hazzard has
an extensive background in government and sports administration, and serves as Commissioner of the State Athletic
Control Board (SACB) for the second time in his career.
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Cleveland Area Golden Gloves will hold an amateur
boxing tournament from Friday, April 5, Saturday, April 6, and
Saturday, April 13 at Brookpark Rec Center, 17400 Holland
Road, Brookpark. For info call Earl Jewell at 216-224-3912.

Zips runner-up at Wildcat Spring Invitational
The Akron Zips men’s golf team finished runner-up at
the Wildcat Spring Invitational as a result of four Top 25 performances and an 8-under par 560 tournament total. Akron fired a
286 (+2) final round en route to the second-place finish. The Zips
opened the 36-hole event at the White Manor Country Club, a par
71 course that spans 6,733 yards, with a 10-under 274 score. Redshirt freshmen Beau Bayerl (Ashland, Ohio) led Akron while finishing tied for seventh overall. Bayerl posted rounds of 66 (-5) and
73 (+2) for a 3-under par 139 score. He carded 11 par scores and
six birdies with only one bogey in round one and finished the twoday tournament with seven birdies, five pars, four bogeys, a double
bogey and a triple bogey.

Tribe reaches 1st place, loses Clevinger for 6-8 weeks
By KARL BRYANT
The Indians just shut
out the Tigers, 4-0, and jumped
over them into 1st Place in the
AL Central. They currently
have won six of their last seven
games. As expected,starting
pitching hass been their strong
point.
The Tribe finished off
a four-game sweep of the Blue
Jays Sunday at Progressive Field

with a 3-1 win. Mike Clevinger
(1-1) struck out 10 in five innings, while allowing one hit,
but left after experiencing back
shoulder discomfort. It later
came out that Clevinger has a
shoulder sprain. Tribe Manager
Terry Francona, remarked, “It’s
a significant injury,” and indicated that Clevinger possibly may
be out 6-8 weeks. Reliever Neil
Ramirez jumped right in and
struck out three in 1.1 innings.

Three other pitchers finished up
with Brad Hand notching his
4th Save. Carlos Santana, Tyler
Naquin, and Jose Ramirez each
knocked in a run.
The Tribe then started
out a series in Detroit with an 8-2
win as Corey Kluber (1-2) won
his first game of the year. Leonys Martin, Brad Miller, Roberto
Perez, and Jake Bauers, all went
deep. The Tribe only had four
HRs to show for the year to date.

Golden Gloves boxers win titles

The 2019 Cleveland
Area Golden Gloves Tournament Championship Finals was
held last Saturday at Brook Park
Recreation Center, 7400 Holland
Road in Brook Park.
The following bouts
were held:
Ahara Archie lost to Asia Smith
in a female matched bout at 125
pounds. Archie and Smith will
advance to the National Golden
Gloves Championships. Archie
in the 125 pounds (female)division and Smith in the 119 pounds
(female) division. Sean Tanner Jr
beat Lah Nay Htoo in 123 pounds
Novice division; Andre Donavan beat Francis Stewart in 123
pounds Open division; Khalil
Osaze beat Zi Stalnaker in 132
pounds Open division; Anthony
Lichtenberger lost to Cory Pitts
in 141 pounds Novice division;
Armond Richard won by walkover in the 141 pounds Open

division; Luke Freshour beat
Isiah Bady in the 152 pound
Novice division; Brian McElrath lost to Amir Mason in
the 152 pound Open division
when the referee stopped the
bout in the 2nd round.; Julia
Horton beat Chenxi Zhu in
119 pounds -Female‐Novice
division; Alycia Link beat
Kayla Kennedy in the 125
pound Female‐Novice division; Hamza Imad Abedrabo
lost to Anthony Rothgery in
the 165 pound Sub‐Novice
division; Teal Mathis lost
to Nick Duganier in the 165
pounds Novice division when
the referee stopped the bout
in the 1st round; Kenneth
Brown lost to Jamar Watkins in the 165 Open division; Jerald Spohn beat. Cody
Renzelli in 178 pound Novice division; Russell Scott

Renard Safo, center, the trainer of Donte Benjamin and
Delante Johnson, congratulates his boxers on recently winning
Gold Medals. Benjamin, an 11th grader at Shaker Heights High
School, won a Gold Medal in the 178 pounds division Emiltechev
Tournament in Botezdrad, Bulgaria. Benjamin has more than 100
bouts since he has been boxing at eight years old. Johnson won a
Gold Medal in the Pan American Qualifier Tournament in Nicaragua to advance to the Pan Am Games in July. He has been boxing
since he was eight years old with more than 100 fights. (ESDN photo
by Terry Gallagher)

lost to Chavon Davis in 178
pound Open division; Rockill
Brown beat Tawfiq Ali in 201
pound Novice division.
Unopposed boxers
in the tournament who won
are Daila Wilson, Morell
McCain, Crashonna Wynn,
Alyssia Lopez, Jake Nugent,
Gregory Poole III, Adonis
Hayes, Jr., James Roller,
Charles Smith, and Joseph
Bell.
Winners of the
Open Division Championship Bouts will represent
the Cleveland Area Golden
Gloves at the National Golden Gloves Tournament of
Champions May 6-11.

Eric Stamets would have joined
them if Little league scoring was
in play as his 7th Inning sinking line drive hit, which scored
Brad Miller, bounced under the
glove of RF Mikie Matook, and
Stamets ended up rounding the
bases.
Trevor Bauer, who’s
been nearly unhittable, next was
bombed by the Tigers. Bauer
had given up one hit in his first
start and ZERO hits in seven innings before being taken out in
his second start. In the very 1st
Inning, Detroit showed that they
came ready to play. They scored
two runs on three hits. The runs
came on a HR by Nikko Goodrum. Bauer somewhat settled
down until the 6th Inning, when
he gave up two more runs, one
on another HR, by John Hicks.
On the day, Bauer gave up four
runs on 10 hits, while striking
out seven. The Tribe’s only run
game on a double by Hanley
Ramirez.
In the series finale
, which just finished at Press
Time, Shane Bieber (1-0) and
two others combined for a threehit Shutout. Martin hit another
HR. He knocked in another run
and Santana knocked in two
more in the 4-0 Tribe win. The
win moved the Indians into 1st
place.

Neil Ramirez came on to strike out 3 in relief of injured
Tribe starter Mike Clevinger, who struck out 10, as CLE completed
a 4-game sweep of the Blue Jays with Sunday’s 3-1 win.(ESDN photo by Minority Publishers Assn.)

Cavs lose last 10 games

By KARL BRYANT

The Cavs were
in full tank mode as they
rumbled into season’s end
by losing 10 straight games.
Although they were already
assured of owning one of the
three-worst records in the
league – thus having an equal
14% chance of winning the
NBA Lottery – the Cavs put
up little resistance in their final two Home games, which
ended their year.
The Cavs already
had decided to “rest” their
best player, Kevin Love, for
the last six games of the year
after losing to San Antonio
on March 28. One wag said,
“Love is in street clothes so
he doesn’t get hot one day
and have them accidentally
win a game (sic).”
Yet, Love suited up for the
penultimate game again vs.
San Antonio so that he could

play one last time with his
old chum, Channing Frye,
who said he would retire

after the season. Love
scored five points in 13
minutes and Frye and also
scored five points in 16
minutes.” Afterwards, a
grateful Frye, who is a fan
favorite, said, “I think with
all the highs and lows, I’ve
seen the best of Cleveland
and I’ve seen the best of
the fans. I think that that’s
why I’m endearing to
them.”
The Cavs ended up
getting clobbered, 112-90.
LaMarcus Aldridge led the
Spurs with 18 points and
13 rebounds. Collin Sexton and Brandon Knight
each scored 16 to lead
the Cavs. Larry Nance,
Jr. Scored 11 points and;
nabbed 11 boards.
Two days later, the season
mercifully came to an end
when the Cavs were stung

by the Hornets, 124-97,
on Fan Appreciation Day.
Sexton led the Cavs with
18 points and ten assists,
with Cedi Osman right behind with 17 points. Nance
scored 10 and had a dozen
rebounds. In his last game,
Fye also scored 10 points
as his mate, Love, watched
from the Bench.
It was pointed out that
Sexton became the only
Rookie other than Larry
Bird and Steph Curry to
average 16 points and
make 40% of his Downtown shots and 80% of
his free throws. Having
learned from his early
season doldrums, the future now seems bright for
the Cavs young backcourt
player.
Kemba Walker and Jeremy Lamb each scored
23 points for Charlotte,
who was still fighting for
a playoff spot, with one

game left for them to play.
The intensity difference
between the two teams
was apparent. (The Hornets ended the season out
of the playoffs, just behind
Detroit.)
Following the game,
Coach Larry Drew, whose
position is up in the air for
next year, told the Media,
“As tough as the season
was, I still really enjoyed
coming to work every
day.” He had a hard job –
trying to win, but not too
much, as the roster was depleted through injuries and
manipulations.
The Cavs now look to
the NBA Draft and see
how things play out for the
2019-20 season.

Boxing Nostalgia
By JIM AMATO

Art ‘Tap’ Harris did himself proud

Forest Caldwell, center, is congratulated by Gene Glen
and Veda Rollins on being the 2019 recipient of the Clyde Dunn
Lifetime Achievement Award. Dunn, who died in 2017, was the
longtime president of the Cleveland Golden Gloves. Caldwell, who
is more than deserving of the award, has been training boxers in the
Cleveland area for more than 50 years. The award is given to an
individual who reflects Mr. Dunn’s commitment to boxing. Rollins
who was elated that Caldwell receive the award is the daughter of
Mr. Dunn. The award was presented to Caldwell last Saturday at
the Golden Gloves finals at Brook Park Recreation Center. (ESDN
photo by Terry Gallagher)

When most people
think of great middleweights
from Ohio during the 1970′s
they usually focus on one
time title challenger and 1968
Olympic Gold Medal winner
Ronnie Harris.
As good as Harris
was he failed miserably in his
only title shot against mediocre champion Hugo Corro. At
least he received a shot at the
coveted crown.
Another Harris from
the state of Ohio was not
quite as fortunate. Art ”Tap”
Harris who fought out of Akron was within one fight of a
possible title opportunity.
In a 33 bout professional career, Art lost only
two fights yet he was unable
to grasp a shot at the brass
ring. Legal difficulties robbed
him of four years of his career.

Art
That and his lack of punching
power led to his inability to
jump the last hurdle and also
to his nickname,”Tap.”
Art was an outstanding amatuer who turned pro
in 1970. He reeled off more
than twenty victories before
his four year hiatus.
Upon returning in
1976 he won ten straight

Ronnie
leading to a match with 1972
Olympic Gold Medalist Sugar Ray Seales.
In a bout that was to
be the last at the famous Akron Armory, Art was halted in
six action packed rounds.
A year later Art
met future W.B.O. welterweight champion Manning
Galloway for the Ohio State

middleweight title. Art lost a
close decision and then decided to retire.
I remember watching Art box at the Richfield,
Ohio Coliseum on the undercard of the Earnie Shavers –
Edmund Parotte main event.
Art met a tough hombre from
the West Coast named Renato
Garcia.
What I saw that
night was a true boxing exhibition.
Art tamed the tough
Garcia like he was a sparring
partner in winning a lopsided
decision.
Losing to Sugar
Ray Seales was nothing to
be ashamed of. Seales was
among the best middleweights of the 1970′s.
Art did Ohio and
himself proud.
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'The Magic Negro and Other Blackness' comes to Outcalt Theatre
"The Magic Negro and Other Blackness'
will be performed at the
Outcalt Theatre from
May 16 to May 18. Tickets are available at www.
playhousesquare.org.
Have you ever
pondered the idea that
Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs
and Ham might be racially charged? How does
one play the race card?
(And what does that even
mean?) Well, maybe it’s
time to take a closer look.
Using comedic
sketches and improv, this
hilarious one-man show
examines the representation of black males in the
media. From prison and
white flight to “Reading
Rainbow” and Black Jesus – we’ll explore some
of the ways these images
influence our views on
race in everyday life.
Mark
Kendal
wrote and directed the
play which is a hilarious
one-man show. By dis-

Kendall

secting common themes in
representations of the African-American experience,
from race cards to white
flight, and Aunt Jemima to
Black Jesus, Kendall explores all that makes us human.
"Magical Negro"
characters have long played
key roles in films and television programs. These characters tend to be African
American men with special

MENU TIPS

Tips for incredible outdoor cooking
( N A P S I ) — Yo u
can step up your grilling
game this summer with
some insider tips and tricks
from Chef Kevin Gillespie,
BBQ expert, restaurant
owner, cookbook author,
and fan favorite from Bravo’s “Top Chef.”
From temperature
tips to unexpected ingredients such as hard cider,
Kevin has some great tricks
to make your grilling easier
and even more delicious:
Make sure your
grill marks are brown, not
black. Dark char can give
food a burnt taste.
Have all your ingredients and tools readily
available. The grill cooks
foods faster than most traditional cooking techniques,
so be sure to watch carefully and have what you need
close by.
Be generous when
seasoning. With a grill,
there’s less surface area than
when cooking on a stove—
all those gaps in the grates
on the grill—so salt, pepper
and other seasonings may
fall through.
Temperature is key
when grilling. A general rule
of thumb is to cook on medium or medium-high heat.
The hand trick is good to
go by. Carefully hold your
hand 6 inches over the surface of the grill. If you can
count past 3, the grill is too
cold. If you can’t count to 3,
it’s too hot.
Using cider, such
as Angry Orchard Hard Cider, for your marinade, as
an ingredient or on its own
produces juicy, tender meats
while infusing a refreshing,
fruit-forward taste into every bite.
It also helps to create that golden-brown grill
mark color you’re looking
for as the sugar helps to caramelize the outside of your
meats. Hard Cider is also
a refreshing alternative to
beer and wine when grilling
or for any occasion.
Angry Orchard
Crisp Apple is available in

12-oz. and 16-oz. cans, so you
can flip a burger with one hand
and hold your cider in the other—it’s handy when you’re on
the go, too.
This fresh take on a
classic BBQ recipe is simple
and delicious:
Cider Can Chicken
Serves 3-4
1 roasting chicken,
approx. 4-5 pounds
2 cans Angry Orchard Crisp Apple cider
2
Tablespoons
chopped fresh herbs
3 cloves garlic, finely
chopped
2 ounces olive oil
pepper, to taste
The day before, brine
the chicken: Dissolve 1 Tablespoon Kosher salt and 1 Tablespoon sugar in one can of Angry Orchard Crisp Apple cider.
Mix in 1 Tablespoon chopped
herbs and 1 clove chopped
garlic. Submerge chicken in
brine overnight, adding water
(or cider) if necessary.
Preheat oven to 300
degrees, or light a grill and set
to low heat. Remove chicken
from brine, rinse thoroughly
and pat dry.
In a small bowl,
whisk together 4 ounces of
Angry Orchard Crisp Apple
cider, remaining herbs (whatever you can get your hands
on—thyme, sage, rosemary,
etc.), remaining garlic, and olive oil. Rub dressing all over
chicken, and season liberally
with remaining salt and pepper.
Stand
chicken
straight up and nestle firmly
on top of can; the chicken
should remain vertical.
Place chicken in a
wide roasting pan or directly
on the grill, and cook until the
juices run clear and chicken is
cooked through, approx. 3040 minutes. Cooking times
will vary based on heat and
method.
Remove
chicken
from the oven and let rest for
10 minutes. Carefully remove
the can of cider, and serve.
For more recipes,
visit
www.AngryOrchard.
com.

powers who make appearances solely to help white
characters out of jams,
seemingly unconcerned
about their own lives.
According to Kendall, "When I first wrote
and performed “The Magic
Negro and Other Blackity
Blackness” back in 2014,
I wanted to use comedy to
explore how stereotypes
can limit how we see black
men in everyday life. But
after performing the material for a couple years, I began to wonder, are people
understanding the satire,
or am I just giving them an
opportunity to laugh at stereotypes?'
According
to
Kendall, African Americans may be scoring more
substantial parts in film
and television, but many
continue to play roles
that fuel stereotypes, such
as thugs and maids. The
prevalence of these parts
reveals the importance of
#OscarsSoWhite and how
African Americans continue to struggle for quality
roles on both the small and
big screens, despite having
won Academy Awards in
acting, screenwriting, music production and other
categories.
The late Michael
Clarke Duncan famously
played such a character in
“The Green Mile.” Moviefone wrote of Duncan’s

Just
Jazz
By NANCY ANN LEE

Jodie Christian
Chicagoan Jodie
Christian is a flawless jazz
pianist whose fame came late
perhaps because he remained
in his hometown.
A self-described "professional sideman," he has performed and recorded with Stan
Getz, Chet Baker, Sonny Stit,
Buddy Montgomery, Roscoe
Mitchell and others since his
career began nearly 50 years
ago.
Early inspiration
came from his parents, both
self-taught pianist who played
for church and house parties.
Christian studied at
Chicago School of Music in the
1940s and fortified his piano
technique by playing in church.
The life-long southsider was among charter membersof Chicago's musician's
cooperative, the Association
for the Advancement of Creative Musicians in 1965.
Although avant garde
influences are evident in Christian's playing, he considers
himself a bebop-influenced
player able to stretch out.
Christian began to
gain wider notice after recording two albums as leader for
Chicago's Delmark label and
being chosen in 1994 as an Arts
Midwest Jazz Master.
As well as a leader, Christian
is a much-in-demand sideman
and educator.
He is actively devoted to his community and
conducts jazz programs in the
public schools and performs in
outdoor neighborhood concerts
for Chicago's youth.

character, John Coffey,
“He’s more an allegorical symbol than a person,
his initials are J.C., he has
miraculous healing powers, and he voluntarily
submits to execution by
the state as a way of doing penance for the sins of
others. A ‘Magical Negro’
character is often the sign
of lazy writing at best, or
of patronizing cynicism at
worst.”
In addition to
Duncan, Morgan Freeman has played in some
such roles, and Will Smith
played a Magical Negro
in “The Legend of Bagger
Vance.”
Magical Negroes
are also problematic because they have no inner
lives or desires of their
own. Instead, they exist
solely as a support system
to the white characters,
reinforcing the idea that
African Americans aren’t
as valuable or as human as
their white counterparts.
They don’t require unique
storylines of their own because their lives just don’t
matter as much.
Black best friends
typically don’t have special powers like Magical Negroes do, but they
mainly function in films
and television shows to
guide white characters
out of a crisis. Usually, female, the black best friend
functions to support the
heroine, often with sass,
attitude and a keen insight
into relationships and life.
Like Magical Negroes, black best friends
appear not to have much
going on in their own lives
but turn up at exactly the
right moment to coach
white characters through
life.
In the film “The
Devil Wears Prada,” for
example, actress Tracie
Thoms plays friend to star
Anne Hathaway, reminding Hathaway’s character
that she’s losing touch
with her values.






























Beauty of the Week:
is lovely looking Keiko 
Chase , who is an 
Chase.
international recognized
model, was featured in 
the Bronze Beauty Calender. (ESDN Photo by 
Howard Moorehead)
If you would 
like to be a Beauty of The 
send photo, phone
Week,
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NEWS
1674.


Kendall first got
into comedy while studying film at Northwestern
University. He worked at
Comedy Central through
the Chris Rock Summer
School Program for up and
coming comedy writers of
color. During his time at
Comedy Central, Kendall got to pitch jokes to
the writing staffs of “The
Daily Show” and “The
Colbert Report.”
He performs comedy in Atlanta at Dad’s
Garage Theatre Company
and Highwire Comedy,
and also teaches improv
and sketch writing. He is
currently touring with his
one man show “The Magic
Negro and Other Blackity
Blackness.”
For his work with
the show, Kendall was
named “Best Professional
Funny Man” by Creative
Loafing Atlanta.
Tickets are available at www.playhousesquare.org.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up
By CHRIS APPLING



TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

1. In the comedy name of "XXX," but who
Like Mike (2002), teen- is the modern, black, acting
rapper Bow wow stars as legend who stars as Cage's
an orphan who finds a pair boss, "Augustus Gibbons,"
of old sneakers he believes in the film"?
4. In what film
once belonged to Michael
Jordan and then becomes an drama does Wesley Snipes
NBA superstar, but who is the and Ving Rhames star as rival
dark-skinned, romantic actor prison inmates who ultimatewho plays the lead player of ly face-off against each other
the losing team Bow Wow's in the secret, "underground"
world of correctional facility
character joins?
2. Rapper/actor boxing matches?
5. In director Tim
Busta Rhymes made his
film debut as a supporting Story's ensemble comedy
character in director John Barbershop (2002), rapper/
singleton's High Learning actor Ice cube stars with Eve
(1995), as well as Singleton's and Sean Patrick Thomas
2000 remake of the classic, as employees of Ice Cube's
Shaft, but in what horror character's late father's busifilm does Busta Rhymes star ness, but who portrays the
opposite model/actress Tyra shop's hilarious, older barber
Banks against the unstop- who offers his wit and wispable, psychotic, monster/ dom of age to the younger
serial killer Michael Myers? barbers?
3. In XXX (2002),
light-skinned, action star ANSWERS: 1. Morris
Vin Diesel is an "extreme" Chestnut 2. Halloween Resthrill-seeker named Xander urrection (2002) 3. Samuel
Cage who is recruited to L. Jackson 4: Undisputed
become a secret agent by the (2002) 5. Cedric The Entergovernment under the code tainer
MOVIE MATCH-UP – (The Brothers)



ACTOR/DIRECTORS:
1. Bill Bellamy
2. Morris Chestnut
3. 'Gary Hardwick
4. D.L. Hughley
5. Shemar Moore
CHARACTERS:
a) Directed the movie
b) Dates white, karate

instrucxtor
c) Has sexually timid wife
d) Player who gets
engaged
e) His nightmares about
commitment
ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3,
e; 4, a; 5, c

Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review

'Drop Zone' exemplifies Wesley Snipes screen persona
By C.M. APPLING
Like his motionpicture contemporaries Denzel
Washington and Halle Berry,
Wesley Snipes was a major,
African-American film star in
the 1990s. He began by appearing in two of black filmmaker Spike Lee’s ‘joints’
(Mo’ Better Blues in 1990 and
Jungle Fever in 1991).
Then, he mesmerized audiences in his classic
portrayal of evil, urban, drug
kingpin Nino Brown
in New Jack City (1991). After that, came two flicks with
blond, Caucasian, former
Cheers TV sitcom star Woody
Harrelson in White Men Can’t
Jump (1992) and Money Train
(1995).
Most of all, he will
be remembered by his unprecedented performance in the action/ horror Blade trilogy about
a vampire/ human hybrid who
kills the blood-sucking undead
and is based on a black, Marvel Comics character. (Snipes
is distinctive as the only, African-American actor to lead as
the star of the same, super-hero
character in three movies).
As an action star of
color, Snipes also appeared
as an airline security agent in
the planehijack film Passenger
57 (1992). He would be the
lead in another motion-picture
based on high altitude adventure in the parachuting action
film Drop Zone (1994).
Opposite of him, cast
as the main villain, is blond,
veteran actor Gary Busey.
Busey is known for his performance as part of a deranged,
hunting club chasing Ice-T’s
homeless character in Surviving The Game (1994). He also
acted in tandem with Keanu
Reeves as two, federal agents
after President-masked surfers
who rob banks in Point Break
(1991).
However, Drop Zone
begins with the passive and
whiny, mastermind, computer
hacker Earl Leedy (Michael
Jeter). He is picked up from
prison by black brothers Pete
Nessip (Wesley Snipes) and
Terry Nessip (Malcolm-Jamal
Warner) who are both U.S.
Marshals. Pete and Terry transfer Leedy to travel on a Boeing
747. During the 30,000 foot

flight, the plane is hijacked by
the psychopathic Ty Moncrief
(Gary Busey) and his crew of
Kara (Claire Stansfield), Jagger (Luca Bercovici), ‘Deputy
Dog’ (Robert LaSardo) and
Torski (Sam Hemmings).
When the terrorists blow a
huge hole in the side of the
plane with an explosive, they
kidnap Leedy and jump from
the jet. During their escape,
Pete’s brother Terry is sucked
out of the plane and is lost
forever. Later, the criminals
celebrate when the media announces that they ‘died’ during
the airplane take-over.
Convinced that the
perpetrators are still alive, Pete
tracks down tough and acerbic,
skydiving expert Jessie Crossman (Yancy Butler) and questions her about his theory of
the aerial ‘jailbreak’. When
Pete has a passenger (a little
girl) positively I.D. a picture
of Jagger, two, corrupt, F.B.I.
agents warn Ty. So, Ty kills
Jagger by making it seem like
he parachuted into electrical
power lines. That evening, at
a local sky-diver’s bar, when
Pete and Jessie learn that Jagger is dead, Jessie is upset and
confused that her ex-boyfriend
(Jagger) was too skilled to
have had that happen.
In a sample demonstration to prove their ability
to crime kingpins, Ty, Kara,
‘Dog’ and Torski jump with
Leedy at night and steal drugs
and computer information
from the DEA (Drug Enforcement Agency). Meanwhile,
the next day at a ‘drop zone’ in
Key Largo, Florida, Pete pays
Jessie to recruit a sky-diving
team of Bobby (Rex Linn), the
youthful Selkirk a.k.a. ‘Selly’
(Corin Nemec) and the eccentric ‘Swoop’ (Kyle Secor).
Jessie’s team begins training
Pete to learn how to sky-dive
well enough for them to be
entered into the Independence
Day exhibition in Washington,
D.C. Pete learns that Ty Moncrief is a former DEA agent
turned bad.
On a private yacht,
Ty’s team arrives by helicopter
to meet with one of the many,
criminal buyers who is willing
to pay them $2 million dollars
every month for the names of
undercover, DEA agents that
are available through Leedy’s

hacking the computer mainframe. On July 3rd, at a D.C.
drop zone, Torski embarrasses
Selly. But, when Swoop embarrasses Torski even worse
during a dive, Ty’s team seeks
revenge on Swoop that night in
the bar’s men’s room.
However, Pete intervenes and fights Torski, Dog
and their non-parachuting
buddy-in-crime, Deuce (Mickey Jones) on Swoop’s behalf.
Later, when Leedy indentifies
Pete, Ty decides to sabotage
Jessie’s parachute. On July
4th, Jessie lets Selly wear
her chute for good luck. But,
when they all jump and Selly’s
chute doesn’t open right, he
drops into the lake like a stone.
Alive but injured,
Selly is taken away by an
EMS vehicle. When Ty’s team
coldly eyes Jessie over Selly’s
condition, she becomes furious
and enraged. She instinctively
grabs a gun from her trailer.
That holiday evening, amongst the fireworks
display, Jessie sneaks aboard
Ty’s plane and holds his group
at gunpoint. They disarm her
but to avoid them, she fearlessly jumps outside the plane
(without a chute) and dangles
by a rod underneath it. Pete
and Jessie’s team follows Ty’s
plane. When Ty’s group jumps
to the DEA building, Pete
jumps to save Jessie. When
Ty’s guys move in and separate inside, Pete and his posse
move in right behind them.
While Leedy starts to hack
into the system, individual
battles begin. First, Pete and
the super-aggressive Dog fight
with Pete barely winning.
Then, Jessie beats Kara in a
serious, ‘girl-fight’. After that,
Swoop and an injured Bobby
take out Torski on the roof.
Finally, Pete and Ty face off
with them both crashing out a
window. But, Pete’s parachute
opens while Ty plummets to
the ground, smashing through
Deuces’ truck front window.
In a comical climax, Pete sees
that Leedy is sneaking away,
so he signals Swoop to glide
in and knock him down for
the police. Drop Zone is an
energy-abundant, full-force
thrill-ride and serves as a great
example of Wesley Snipes’
screen persona as a lead actor
of the action genre.
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YOUR HEALTH
Gordon Chambers signs with new label Facts to know about cholesterol
VANTAGE POINT

Singer, songwriter,
producer and recording artist, Gordon Chambers, just
signed a deal with CarVer
Communications Public Relations, LLC, an independent
PR firm specializing in brand
management, publicity and
promotions.
A music icon,
Chambers is best known for
writing and producing greats
such as the Grammy awardwinning hit, "I Apologize"
by Anita Baker as well as
Brownstone's Grammy-nominated "If You Love Me," Angie Stone's "No More Rain
(In This Cloud)," Yolanda
Adams' "Someone Watching
Over Me," and the Grammy-nominated movie theme
song to Set It Off "Missing
You" performed by Brandy,
Tamia, Gladys Knight and
Chaka Khan.
Since 2005, Gordon Chambers has written
for over 75 recording artists,
including superstars like Be-

Chambers
yoncé, Usher, Jamie Foxx and
Marc Anthony just to name a
few. Songs he wrote years ago
continue to be sampled and
performed by artists such as
Ed Sheeran, Sevyn Streeter
and Chrisette Michele. Recently, Chambers was introduced to Carver Communications CEO, Nicole Kirby,

and decided to move away
from the big powerhouse
PR firms to a small boutique
to handle the launch of his
latest album Surrender.
"After meeting Nicole Kirby, it just felt right
to place this special project
in the hands of someone
who wouldn't treat me like
a machine," attests Chambers. The album is a collection of neo-soul, hypnotic
R&B rhythms that features
duets with Grammy-winner,
Lalah Hathaway and Grammy nominee, Eric Roberson.
"Immediately
Gordon and I hit it off!"
exclaims Nicole Kirby. "I
was listening to him share
his passion for wanting to
produce, sing, and get back
to really reconnecting with
people. I look forward to
promoting the new album,
Surrender, but more impor-

tantly, reconnecting Gordon with the people who
love his music." Gordon is
set to perform at multiple
music festivals, private
events, master classes and
music conferences in the
coming months.
CarVer Communications provides creative
services in public relations,
branding, publicity and
content to a wide range of
clients.
This group of curators and creators specializes in fostering connections between clients and
their respective audiences,
bringing well-deserved attention to some of the most
exciting projects in the
marketplace! The agency
combines traditional best
practices with strategic fluency in cutting-edge social
media, broadcast and print
platforms.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Are rental properties a good investment ?
By NATHANIEL SILLIN
. Have you considered becoming a landlord?
Rent prices tend to
rise over time, providing an
inflation-protected
income
into your retirement years.
You also might be able to cash
in big later if the unit’s value
increases. It doesn’t always
work out that way, though.
Some landlords wind up with
a trashed property after evicting a tenant or lose their savings in a natural disaster.
In between the extremes of easy, hands-off income and total ruin are the everyday concerns, benefits and
risks that most landlords face.
Risks. Investmentproperty mortgages tend to be
a little more difficult and costly to secure than mortgages for
your primary residence. It can
also be harder to take cash out

of investment properties – either with a cash-out refinance
or a home-equity line of credit.
In other words, you might not
have access to your money during an emergency.
Owning a rental property outright can be risky as
well. Especially if you’re placing a significant amount of your
savings in a single investment,
the lack of diversification could
put you in a precarious situation.
Those aren’t the only
risks you could face when owning a rental.
Tenants. Finding and
keeping good tenants is one allimportant risk. Landlords learn
from experience that it’s worth
leaving their rental empty for a
month or two rather than pay
for an eviction or expensive
repairs later. You can pay for
professional tenant-screening
reports or credit reports and call
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applicants’ references before
offering a lease.
Expenses. Between
taxes, insurance, repairs, maintenance and mortgage payments, the monthly and one-off
costs of rental property can
quickly stack up. Some landlords lose money because their
rental income doesn’t cover
their expenses but they won’t
be able to attract tenants if
they raise it. If the housing and
rental markets drop, you could
be stuck losing money each
month or selling the property at
a loss.
Management. The
time or cost of managing a
rental property can be significant. Becoming a landlord is
often far from a hands-off job.
When the phone rings in the
middle of the night because
the roof is leaking, you’ll need
to figure out how to solve the
problem.
You might be able
to hire a property-management company to take on this
work for you but you could be
charged about 8 to 12 per cent
of your rental income or a flat
monthly fee.
Even with the risks
involved, there are countless
examples of successful landlords. Many find the experience so rewarding that they
purchase additional investment
properties.

Income
calculation. You must set yourself
up for financial success. What
separates the successful and
sorrow-filled landlords? Luck
certainly comes into play but
you can also take steps to start
on the right foot.
When buying an investment property, try to determine its capitalization rate,
its estimated annual return, before making an offer. To calculate the capitalization rate, divide the annual net income by
the property’s purchase price.
Your net income will
be your rental income, which
you can approximate based on
rental prices for similar properties, minus your costs, such
as maintenance, upgrades,
vacancies and emergencies.
You might need to consult an
accountant to understand how
your new tax situation can affect your costs.
Capitalization rates
tend to change depending on
the area and type of property.
But, regardless of what’s considered “good” in your area,
you can use this formula to
compare different investment
opportunities.
Nathaniel Sillin directs Visa’s Practical Money
Skills For Life financial education programs. Follow him
on Twitter at twitter.com/PracticalMoney.

(NAPSI) New cholesterol guidelines from the
American Heart Association
emphasize a personalized
approach to preventing and
treating high cholesterol and
cardiovascular disease.
Cholesterol is a
waxy substance that your
body makes to build cells.
Too much can pose a problem. Extra cholesterol comes
from foods including meat,
poultry, dairy and tropical
oils.
Cholesterol
can
slowly build up in your arteries and form a thick, hard deposit that narrows them and
makes them less flexible. If a
blood clot blocks a narrowed
artery, a heart attack or stroke
can result.
Ask your doctor
such questions as:
Q. What do cholesterol numbers mean?
A. Studies suggest
optimal cholesterol levels are
about 150 mg/dL and about
100 mg/dL for low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDLC). Levels in this range are
linked to lower rates of heart
disease and stroke.
There’s no ideal
target for LDL-C but “lower
is better.” Assessment with
a risk calculator helps your
doctor determine your personal risk and treatment options. A coronary artery calcium test may also help with
your assessment.
Q. How can I lower
my risk for heart disease?
A. A healthy lifestyle is critical. Also, while
statins are still the first choice
of medication for lowering
cholesterol, new drugs are
available for people who
have had a heart attack or
stroke and are at risk for another. Your doctor will monitor your progress.
Q. How do I know if
my medicine is working?
A. It may take a few
tries to find the right medicine and dose.
“Finding the sweet spot for
treatment is highly individualized,” said Donald LloydJones, M.D., a member of the
cholesterol guideline writing
committee and chair of the
Department of Preventive
Medicine at Northwestern
University in Chicago. “The
latest guidelines strongly encourage patient and doctor to
have detailed and personalized discussions about medication.”
Ask your doctor
about medicines, foods—

such as grapefruit or pomegranate—or supplements
that may interact with your
cholesterol-lowering medication.
Q. When and how
often should I follow up?
A. Have a followup visit one to three months
after starting cholesterollowering medication to
check that it’s working, that
you’re taking it properly, and
to monitor for side effects.
The
American
Heart Association’s Check.
Change.Control.Cholesterol initiative, supported by
Sanofi and Regeneron, has
information and resources
for managing cholesterol and
other cardiovascular risk factors.
One of the most
important things you can
change to lower your risk of
a cardiovascular event, like a
heart attack or stroke, is your
LDL.
Different factors
can affect your cholesterol
levels, like diet, weight, lack
of exercise, and gender. High
cholesterol can also run in
families. Diet improvements

and increased exercise can
help to lower LDL, but sometimes you need to do more.
That’s why it’s important to take this seriously
and talk to your doctor about
lifestyle changes and cholesterol-lowering medicines to
find a path toward lower LDL
and a reduced risk of a devastating heart attack or stroke.
Different types of treatments
are used to lower high LDL
bad cholesterol. Statins are
the most commonly prescribed treatment, but sometimes your LDL is still too
high. You may need additional help or a different treatment
option to lower your LDL.
If you're taking a
statin, and you have plaquerelated heart or blood vessel
problems or inherited high
cholesterol (heterozygous familial hypercholesterolemia,
HeFH), but you are still struggling to lower your LDL, it’s
time for a different approach.
Visit www.heart.org/
cholesterol for further facts,
and www.heart.org/MyCholesterolGuide to download
the free guide.

The Original

Chinese Restaurant
(Only One Location)

Phone: 991-2222

Carry Out Menu
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11708 Buckeye Road - Cleveland, Ohio

JOHN H. LAWSON
Attorney And Counselor At Law
The Brownhoist Building
4403 St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, OH 44103
(216) 881-9675

FAX: (216) 881-3928

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE

DELIVERED ANYWHERE
DAILY

(216) 721-1500
11520 Buckeye Road

Shop for flowers on our website 24/7
www.orbansflowers.com

Small Business Directory                     
To Place Your Advertisement, Call: 721-1674



Food/Retail Manager:
F e d e r a l
E m p .
Opportunity`Cleveland!
Make $46k-50k. Great Benefits! 3
yrs Food/Retail Mgmt exp. Willing
to relocate.
Send Resume: VCSJOB@va.gov

Call (216) 721-1674

Operations Manager:
Local Federal Emp. Opportunity!
$46k-48k. Federal Benefits Pkg!
3 yrs Mgmt.
Exp. Send Resume to:
canteenrecruiter@gmail.com

Drivers, CDL-A: Ours start at $1,635/
wk, most typically earn $90K+/yr!
This regional opening has parking
close to home at your local
Penske Truck Leasing. 2yrs CDLA experience call Penske Logistics:
855-582-4441

9/29/17

3-1-16

Reach More Than
60,000 Readers
Advertise Your
Business
Call: (216) 721-1674

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
Pay Top Dollar

3/15/19

PRINTING

Letter Heads & Envelopes
Flyers - Program Books
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Funeral Programs
1 DAY SERVICE – (216) 721-1674

CUSTOM MADE
Stamps – Desk & Door Signs
Name Badges & Wall Signs
To Place Your Order
Call
(216) 721-1674

Drivers, 1 yr Class-A:
$57,000 to $77,000 yr.
$500.00 Orientation Pay!
$16.00/ hr Detention Pay!
Medical, Dental, Vision,
855-200-4631
1-5-18

Drivers CDL-A: Steel coil Drivers: OTR & Dedicated.
driver?Full Co. Benefits 26% Excellent Pay + Rider Program
to Start! Co. Paid Cell Phone! Family Medical/Dental Benefits.
Home Weekends Guaranteed
Weekly Hometime/Pay!
CDL-A, 1 yr. EXP.
Jaro Warren, Ohio
877-758-3905
855-252-1641
1-13-17 - 1-20-2017

 S p e c i a l  
1000 Full Color - 2 Sided

Business Cards
$75.00

To Place Your Order

Call: 216-721-1674
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A spring fashion show embraced models of all ages
A spring fashion show was held at
Masjid Bilal, 7401
Euclid Ave., on April
6.
The
event

was sponsored by the
Muslim Women’s Association, and fashions were modled
by men, women, and
children.

The annual
event is a fundraiser
for the association,
and is a crowd pleaser with models of
all ages walking the
runway in the hottest
spring fashions.
This spring
it was all about bold
colors as brightly colored dresses and suits.
From the senior division represented by James and
Niome Shabazz to the
young Marie Sabir
who wore a pastel
princess dress, models of all ages walked
the show runway.

The gentlemen were represented
well by the dapper,
Hasan Alim, who
wore a hat to complement his vested suit.
Nia Helms
walked like a super
model as she styled a
brightly colored dress
overlay on a black
body suit. The outfit
was complimented
with a matching head
scarf.
All the participants and audience
members had a wonderful time. Refreshments were served
following the show.

Some of the participants of the fashion show
at Masjid Bilal included: Gwen Hinton, J. Sabir Helms,
Kenyetta Helms, Nia Helms, Sa’sha Shayra, Mecca Sabir,
Perce Muhammad, Saria Neal.(ESDN Photo by Omar
Quadir)

James Shabazz and his wife. Niome Shabazz
enjoyed participating in the fashion show at Masjid Bilal,
(ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Sales - Service - Parts
Open Mon.- Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

FATHER’S DREAM APPLIANCES
Washers - Dryers - Refrigerators
Ranges - Freezers
nameCoraedet; inum
County Vouchers
Accepted

TWO LOCATIONS:

During the fashion at Masjid Bilal, Nia Helms
walked like a super model as she styled a brightly colored
dress overlay on a black body suit. The outfit was complimented with a matching head scarf. (ESDN Photo by Omar
Quadir)

Show Room & Outlet Store
3319 E. 93rd Street
9520 Woodland Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 - Friday, January 19, 2018
(216) 441-1466
(216) 421-1570

Hasan Alim models a men’s suit
Marie Sabir, who wore a pastel
during the fashion show at Masjid Bilal. princess dress, was one of the child models
(ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)
(ESDN Photo by Omar Quadir)

Visit Our Website: www.fdappliances.com
“We Deliver Anywhere ”
“MAKE US FEEL GOOD, Tell us You Saw Our
Ad In EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS!”

Attorney James A. Gay

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 12
www.orbansflowers.com
Gifts -O-Fruit & Flowers
(216) 721 -1500

(216) 429-9493
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